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‘NOTICE TO OUR READERS. 





We now publish an Early Edition in time for the Saturday 
morning mails, and, as will be seen, the size of our paper ts 
permanently enlarged. 
future to be able to publish weekly the most accurate statements 
of prices of Government Funds, Foreign Securities and Stocks, 
and of the various descriptions of Joint Stock Companies in 
Great Britain and Ireland, with the most recent information 
respecting the same, and in particular in respect of Railways. 

We beg also to remind our readers that we now publish a 
Second Edition, containing all the news of Saturday up toa 
late hour. 
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‘< If a writer be conscious that to gain a reception for his favourite doctrine he must 
combat with certain elements of opposition, in the taste, or the pride, or the indo- 
lence of those whom he is addressing, this will only serve to make him the more 
importunate. There is a difference between such truths as are merety of a speculative 
nature and such as are allied with practice and moral feeling. With the former all 
repetition may be often superfiuous ; with the latter it may just be by carnest repeti- 
lion, thal their influence comes to be thoroughly established over the mind of an 
inquirer.” —CHALMERS, 





THE DEBATE ON MR COBDEN’S MOTION, 

If any man have a lingering doubt of the evil consequences of 
the protective system to the best interests of the land, a perusal 
of ve Cobden’s speech on ‘Tuesday night cannot fail to remove 
it; and if we may judge by the replies of those whose business it 
Was to oppose his motion, it appears to have had very much that 
effect on their minds. As a continuous and unbroken chain of 
argument, supported by masses of well-authenticated evidence, 
urged in a temperate, carnest, aud perspicuous manner, this 
speech forms a document at once complete and conclusive on the 
subject ; and if it be properly circulated, as it should be, in every 
part of the country, in every village and hamlet, however small, 
in every mansiou and castle, however great, and among all 
classes who lie between, it will have more effect in removing the 

mass of prejudices which at present makes landowners and far- 
mers cling to the law for protection, and with which prejudices 
not a small portion of other classes still to some degree sympa- 
thise, than any report which a Parliamentary Committee could 
have made, and especially when it is known that with such a 
case submitted to the House, though unquestioned and undenied 
in any of its leading and important parts, inquiry was denied. 

Mr Cobden based his “aan case on the broad and benevolent 
principle that the interest of all classes of the community are 
identical, and that the immutable laws which regulate the 
moral government of the world, preclude the possibility of 
any class legislating for its own particular advantage, and against 
the interests of other classes, without in its turn suffering from 
the reaction of the wrougs inflicted on others. It has always been 
our opinion that the corn laws, though professedly made and re- 
tained to protect agriculture, have been productive of more mis- 
whief, suffering and disappointment to the occupiers—yes, and 
owners too—of land, than even to any other class. In the course 
of his speech, Mr Cobden forcibly referred to and illustrated the 
two specific ways in which the agricultural interest is thus 
exposed to suffering. First, by depending on the power of 
the law to sustain given prices, the farmer’s calculations are 
wholly based thereon, and upon his being protected from com- 
petition to enable him to command them ; that relying on this 
false security, his energies and ingenuity are lulled to repose, 
and those improvements in his art are wofully neglected, which 
can alone conduce to his real and lasting prosperity, and to that 
of all other parts of the community ; and secondly, while thus 


We have also taken steps so as for the | 


relying on artificial high prices, he finds that the law is power- 
less to maintain them against a community whose best interests 
have been sacrificed to artificial restrictions, which he finds 
re-act on him at the very time he is least prepared for it. Mr 
Cobden said :— 

“Tle wished to impress, therefore, upon the farmers, that their 
interests were closely connected with those of all the rest of the com- 
munity, that prosperity could not be partial, but must be general ; and 
that the interests of the agriculturist could not be touched more sensi- 
tively or more injuriously than when he did anything to injure his 
customers. (Ilear, hear, hear.) They might produce scarcity and 
enhance prices for a time, but they would thereby be only sowing the 
seeds of the ultimate ruin of their prosperity. A war against nature 
must always end in the discomfiture of those who wage it. (Hear, 
hear.) They might by their restrictive enactments produce pauper- 
ism, and destroy trade—they might banish capital, and expatriate 
their population ; but was this, he would ask, a policy which could 
possibly work consistently with the interests of the farmers. (Hear, 
hear. )” 

The same remarks might be with much justice applied to the 
experience of the landlord also; for if the farmers are disap- 
pointed and ruined, as they notoriously have been and are, by 
the delusive effects of these law-mdde promises, do the landlords 
escape unhurt / ‘The law promises a price—the tenant promises 
a rent—the latter dependent on the former. ‘The former is not 
sustained—the latter cannot be sustained ; it is true, the landlord 
can, and often does, enforce his rent from the capital of the 
farmer when profit fails, as long as it lasts, but to that there 
must be an end; and then it is little matter whether the 
landlord escapes his difficulty by voluntary reductions at 
rent day, ov) ghether he demands the last <hilling of his 
contract, distrains for bis claim, sells up the ruined victim 
of broken promises, and takes his farm back impoverished and 
worn out. The prudent man may do the former, the needy and 
reckless man the latter ; but in either case, he is disappointed 
of that advantage on which he calculated from the operation of 
the law, and on which he may have made many private arrange- 
ments and provisions, which in their turn cannot be sustained. 
‘The whole is one vicious and artificial circle. 

But, perhaps, the most important part of Mr Cobden’s speech 
is that which relates to the effects produced by the protective 
system on the condition of the labourer in the rural districts. 
At all points the law of supply and demand bafiles the will of the 
law; it baffles the farmer in his expectation of a high price, 
with a diminished demand consequent on the ruin of large masses 
of his customers ; restrict supply as he will, he is opposed by a 
more restricted demand :—it effectually baffles the labourer in 
any attempt to obtain his slMre of the advantages of high prices ; 
his marketable commodity (labour) is kept constantly in excess ; 
and be prices what they may, the only effect that can result to 
him when they are high, is the greater difficulty of subsisting, 
and a closer identification with the pauper-house ;—and no 
system, no scheme, from whatever pure and benevolent motives 
they may spring, can be of any real advantage to the labourer, 
which does not increase the demand for his labour, or reduce the 
cost of subsistence. Protection has in all ways the opposite 
tendency,—it produces scarcity, and though not always high 
prices positively, yet always they are so relatively to the means 
of consumption ; for when prices are low while supplies are re- 
stricted, they are only so from limited and insufficient means of 
consumption :—on the other hand, protection restricts the de- 
mand for labour; first, by checking those improvements in 
agriculture which could not fail te afford extensive and profitable 
employment, and secondly, by restricting trade and manufac- 
tures, on which we have solely relied for the last quarter of a 
century, to absorb every additional labourer that has been born. 
Who then has a right to be satisfied with a state of things which 
operates injuriously to all, and not least so to those on whom 
the obloquy rests, and justly so, of making and maintaining the 
system with a view to their own individual interests? and per- 
haps not the less so because they have taken a mistaken view of 
their interest. The system has nevertheless inflicted infinite 


suffering on all other classes. 

Now, what we contend for, and what Mr Cobden would have 
had no difficulty in proving had his committee been granted, is, 
that all that the landlord has sought in vain to secure for him- 
self, his farmer, and the labourer, by means of protection and 
restriction, he could effectually have obtained by following ano- 
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ther course, which would also have promoted the best interests 
of the consumer, and which would have saved him from at least 
the suspicion of having used a legislative trust for selfish pur- 
poses, under which his hereditary honours and once reverenced 
titles have faded, and his influence decayed, even among the la- 
bourers immediately dependent upon him—in whose minds reck- 
lessness and despair have supplanted affection and respect. What 
we contend for—and in which all experience supports us—is, that 
every professed object which the framers of the corn laws had, 
would have been infinitely better secured by a free and open com- 
petition than by restriction. It is one of the greatest fallacies which 
man can entertain, to consider high prices synonymous with 
good profits or good wages ; and, with respect to agriculture, we 
~sined add,—to high rents. There is another principle in deter- 
mining the rate of wages, profits, and rents, far more important 


. than price. From the reclaimed rabbit warrens of Lincolnshire, 


from the bleak hill sides of Roxburghshire, from lands in Ber- 
wickshire which within a few years were one great uninterrupted 
moss, we are now told that higher rents and better profits and 
wages are derived, than from the richest and oldest cultivated 
counties in the south of England ; and we know it to be true; 
but they have all the same market for their grain. Lord John 
Scott gave us the true key to all this, when he told the farmers 
in Roxburghshire that if his land in Warwick were cultivated 
as well as that in Scotland his rents would be double. But not 
s0 in consequence of any higher price which they would obtain 
for their produce, but because of the larger quantity of produce 
which superior skill would derive from the land. The rent of 
the landlord must be determined by the amount of the surplus 
produce, after paying the expense of cultivation and the ordinary 
profit of the necessary capital engaged in the production, and 
therefore his rent can only be great in proportion as the produce 
is great, compared with the cost. The profit of the farmer can 
aly depend on the general rate of remuneration which his 
capital and skill will command, and these must, in great mea- 
sure, have value just in proportion to the general prosperity of 
the country ; but the more skill he can apply the more valuable 
will this element of his profit become. The wages of the labourer 
can only be regulated by the demand for labour. The exercise 
of increased skill, of improved cultivation, which give better 
profits to the farmer, and higher rents to the owner, create a 
greater demand for labour, and better wages, and this is the 
—— reason why wages, profits, and rents are higher in Rox- 

oes than Warwickshire, though the price of produce is 
probably higher in the latter county than the former, from its 
nearer proximity to a large a district. But change 
Lord John Seott’s proposition, and say thus,—If lis tenants in 
Warwickshire cultivated as well as those in Roxburghshire, they 
could sell their produce a great deal lower, and rent, profits, and 
labour remain the same ; if the first proposition be true, this 
must also. 

But we do not require to go to Scotland to prove all this. Lord 
Ducie’s nee on his farm at Whitfield, in Gloucestershire, 
is an apt illustration of all the principle for which we contend. 
Before Lord Ducie took it into his own care, it yielded a rent of 
200/., gave labour to two men, one boy, two women, and four 
persons additional at harvest time, and yielded for profit and 
interest of capital the sum of 28/. per annum. By a judicious out- 
lay of capital, and by general improvements, the same farm now 
employs constantly eleven men, four boys, and five women: and 
the net profit, in addition to a charge of 10 per cent. for the 
capital invested on the improvements, is 161/, 16s. per annum, 
or including the interest, 5687. 5s. This farm is now valued for 
ee rate at 584/. ; formerly it was valued at 200/. 

erein lies the true source of increased employment and wages 
to the labourers, of good, permanent, and steady profit to the 
farmer, of the highest rents that can be safely relied on by the 
landlord, and all consistent with the true interests of the con- 
sumer: but these improvements and advances in agriculture 
will never be general, so long as we teach men to rely on the 
false and delusive protection of acts of Parliament, instead of 
skill, industry, and ingenuity. 

Under this natural and improved state of things, even high 
prices, which would make rents, profits, and wages still higher, 
might exist, and would be more likely to exist permanently than 
at present, without any prejudice to the consumer: for if 
prices were high with a free trade, they could only be so from 
the greatly increased ay owed and consumption of all classes ; 
there is agreat difference between high prices produced by re- 
striction and scarcity, or by great Teakna. Mr Cobden very 
justly said :-— 

“He wished it to be borne in mind that there might be a high price 
=a prosperity, which was sure to continue, and they might have 
a high price derived from scarcity, which it was impossible should 
continue. (Hear.)” 

We have nothing to remark on the speeches made in opposi- 
tion to the proposition of Mr Cobden, for though made to oppose 
it, they did not even attempt to reply to it. The only thing of 
any importance which seemed rather accidentally to fall from 
Mr Gladstone was that Ministers did not intend to alter the 
corn law as long as prices were moderate. They must, indeed, 
be short-sighted if they have not made up their minds long ere 
this, that these Jaws cannot survive the first year of scarcity and 
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high prices; but we take Mr Gladstone’s hint as an admission 
of this conviction. How much wiser, then, would it be—how 


much better for all parties, while yet there is time for deliberate _ 


investigation, and a quiet settlement of all these principles, to 
grant such a committee as Mr Cobden desired, than to wait till 
the last moment, when everything must be done in haste and 
confusion—when opinions will be as conflicting, and principles 
as unsettled and as ill defined as they are now. 

But if the Legislature will not labour to effect this object, 
there are those who nevertheless will continue to de so out of 
doors ; and it will now ill become those who have denied this 
inquiry to declaim against agitation. 





THE WEEKLY COST OF PROTECTION TO SUGAR 
AND WHEAT—DIFFERENTIAL DUTIES. 

The consumption of sugar in the United Kingdom last year 
was 4,045,181 ewts. (Trade and Navigation Returns to Parlia- 
ment), or at the rate of 77,792 cwts. weekly ;— 

Of which the consumption of the metropolis is computed to be 
at least 1-12th; for though the population of London is only 
1-14th of the whole kingdom, yet the consumption of sugar and 
wheat must be rather under than over estimated at 1-12th, when 
it is considered how small a share of these articles fall to the lot 
of the millions in Ireland, the poorer parts of Scotland, and the 
purely agricultural counties of England. On this caleulation 
the consumption of sugar in Loudon is 337,015 ewts. yearly, or 
6,482 ewts. weekly. 

Unfortunately for the best interests of agriculture, ifs protec- 
fors have never thought it needful to take means of i ea 
with any degree of certainty the facts connected with this branch 
of industry ; but have been contented to allow the various parties 
connected with the culture, distribution, and manufacturing of 
wheat, to grope in the dark, or at best to build their calculations 
on vague conjectures and estimates. In every other branch of 
commerce and industry we have less or more perfect statistical 
details on which we can rely, but in this most important of all, 
we are to this day totally ignorant alike of supply and consump- 
tion; and this ignorance, we feel assured, tends very much to 
aggravate the fluctuations in price which are constantly occurring. 

Some years ago it was computed by the best authorities that 
the consumption of wheat in the whole kingdom averaged one 
quarter per annum to each individual of the population, which 
would make the entire consumption at present rather more than 
27,000,000 quarters. This quantity is, however, considerably 
above the generally assumed actual consumption ; and, consider- 
ing the low diet of many districts, we are disposed to think that 
the calculation will not now hold good ; for, while in Scotland 
the use of wheat has of late years become much more general, 
yet in other places, particularly in the rural districts of England, 
the increased use of potatoes and vegetables, consequent on the 
deteriorated condition of the labourers, has lessened that of bread. 
We are, therefore, inclined to assume the more common calcula- 
tion of 20,000,000 quarters, as the annual consumption of wheat 
in the kingdom as being nearly correct, which will lead to the 
following results :— 

Annual consumption of wheat 
Equal in flour, at the rate of 
392 lbs. (official rate) to 

each quarter ...,. . 7,840,000,000 Ibe. ,, 150,000,000 


20,000,000 qrs. o1 384,613 weekly. 


Equal in sacks of 280 |bs. each —-:28,000,000 538,461 
Giving four lb. loaves, at the 

rate of 89 to each sack of 

RE si Srseceics auth asereevaonss 2,492,000,000 47,923,077, 


giving an average of one loaf and three quarters weekly, or ex- 
actly | lb. per day of wheat bread as the consumption of each 
person ; and this we believe to be as near the truth as it is pos- 
sible to arrive, making allowance for pastry and other uses of 
flour, and also remembering that bread constitutes a large pro- 
portion of the diet of the working classes in all large towns, 
where the value of time and the dearness of fuel operate against 
much cooking. On this assumption, then, the consumption of 
London will be— 


Of wheat annually ...... 1,666,667 qrs. 01 32,051 weekly. 
Equal in flour to........- 653,333,334 Ibs 12,500,000 
COP MONTE 5 ois exivascccwesnd 2,333,334 44,872 
Four Ib. loaves ......++0: 207,666,667 3,993,589 


Proceeding, then, on these data, we will inquire how the con- 
sumer of these two highly protected articles 1s affected by such 
protection, what is the relative position in which he stands to 
the consumer of the same articles on the continent, and what 
effect the present rates of duties have on the revenue of the 
country. 

Sucar, of colonial growth, is subject to an import duty of 
24s., and 5 per cent., equal to 24s. 2d, per ewt. ; that of all other 
growth is subject to a duty of 63s., and 5 per cent., equal to 
66s. 2d. per cwt., making a difference of 41s. per cwt. in the duty 
chargeable to the English consumer. It will be easily under- 
stood, by those least accustomed to these subjects, that no dealer 
will buy the latter kind of sugar from the importer, with a view 
to supply the home market, unless he can get it at a price at 
least 41s. per ecwt. (the difference of duty which he has to 
pay) cheaper than the favoured sugar, which is charged onl 
with the lower duty or, in other words, that the dealer will 
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always be willing to pay the importer of colonial sugar a price 
at the rate of 41s. per ewt. above what he could pay to the im- 
porter of any other sugar of similar quality, in consequence of 
the privilege that the law gives him of taking the former out of 
bond, at a duty 41s. per ewt. less than the latter; and it there- 
fore follows, that the law entirely excludes the use of all other 
sugar, than colonial, until the consumer in England pays to the 
producer in the colonies a price of 41s. per cwt., or 44d. per lb. 
more than the same article of other growth can be purchased 
for in our own docks. It will, however, be easily understood, 
that if our colonies produced more sugar than we could consume, 
as they did at one period, and consequently had to dispose of a 
portion of it in the open markets of the world, in competition 
with all other sugar, they could command only the same price, 
and in that case, our differential duty would have no effect what~ 
ever in enhancing price ; and it is only in proportion as the sup- 
ply is below the quantity we could consume at the natural price, 
that the privilege of a lower rate of duty on his produce becomes 
available to the colonial grower; and as we have already seen, 
he can go on increasing the deficiency of supply, and in that 
proportion the price of his sugar, until he obtains a price above 
any other sort of 41s. per ewt. before any competition can inter- 
fere with him ; it is thus that the colonial grower of sugar has a 
direct and immediate interest in keeping the quantity in supply 
less than that required for consumption. We do not charge 
them with this deliberate intention or motive, but the fact that 
a lessened production is met by more than a corresponding 
high price, is one of the strongest reasons against the usual 
efforts being used to prevent deficiency, to improve cultivation, 
and secure plenty. As an evidence of this, we find that the 
colonial producers uniformly obtain a larger entire price for small 
crops than for large ones; as the following statement of quanti- 
ties supplied, and price obtained at two separate periods will 
show :— 

Gazette averags 


, Entire price 
Quantity imported P 


price in bond 
1830 ... 4,692,748 ewts 25s. Od £5,865,935 
183]... 4,858,715 : 23 8 5,754,479 
18382... 4,497,478 1 28 8 6,446,376 
1839 ... 3,955,442 one 39 2 7,746,073 
1840 .., 3,230,666 “ 19 0 ose 7,915.13] 
1842 ... 4,158,697 a 7,708.99] 


It will be remarked in this statement, that just in proportion 
as quantity is small, the entire price obtained by the planter is 
large : that while the supply of 1840 was less than that of 1831 
by 1,628,049 ewts., the producer actually obtained an entire 
price for the less quantity, amounting to 2,160,652/. more than he 
got for the larger quantity ; or in other words, 3,230,666 cwts. of 
sugar commanded, in the English market, in 1840, the sum of 
2,160,6522. more than 4,858,715 ewts. did in 1831 ; and the de- 
fective year of 1840, of which so much complaint was made by 
the planters, gave them the largest entire sum for their crop that 
they have received in modern times. 

The differential duty on sugar (66s. 2d.) is so high, as to act 
practically as a prohibition, and to preclude it entirely froin con- 
sumption until the wholesale price of raw sugar, in first hands, 
rises to about 84s. 2d. per ewt., or Od. per lb.; at which price 
ugar from the colonies would command 59s. per ewt. in bond, 
without the duty, and the same quality of other growth would 
conunand only 18s. per ewt., without the duty. Having thus 
shortly explained the general facts connected with the differen- 
tial duty on sugar, we will examine their efiect at this moment 
with the actual existing relative prices. For this purpose, we 
will take the two descriptions which most correspond in quality 
—British West India and Porto Rico Muscovado—the former 
being subject to the duty of 25s. 2d., and the latter 66s. 2d. per 
ewt. The price in bond of the former, since the 3ist December, 
has been 36s. per ewt., and of the latter 18s. per ewt., so that 
the price to the English consumer, before any duty is paid to the 
state, and without any consideration of what that duty is, has 
been just double the price of an equal quality supplied to every 
other country in Europe; we may make the following compa- 
ricon, therefore, between the prices paid in England and on the 
continent, without interfering with the revenue of the state. 

The weekly consumption of the United Kingdom is77,792 ewts., 
which at 36s. for sugar, and 25s. 2d. for duty, together 61s. 2d., 
will make the entire week/y cost of sugar, since December 31st, 
137,0182, and which, for eleven weeks up to this day, shows a 
consumption of 855,712 ewts., at a cost of 2,617,052. for the 
whole kingdom, of which 218,087/. has been expended by Lon- 
don alone. If it had been supplied at the same price as it is to 
other countries, it would have cost 18s. per cwt. for sugar, and 
2os. 2d. for duty, together 43s. 2d.; and the weekly cost of the 
same quantity, 77,792 ewts., would have been 167,901/.,, or for 
the cleven weeks, 1,847,018/. ; thus establishing a difference in 
the cost of sugar in this country for eleven weeks, more than the 
same would cost in any other country (even though it paid the 
same duty to the state) of 770,034/., of which extra price Lon- 
don alone has paid 64,169/. ; or, if sugar had been the same price 
in this as in other countries, and we had expended the same 
amount of money upon that article that we have done, instead 
of 855,712 ewts., we should have commanded 1,212,533 ewts., 
being an additional quantity of 356,821 ewts., of which London 
would have obtained 29,735 cwts. without any further cost. From 





ee 
the quantity of colonial sugar actually consumed (855,712 ewts. ) 
the revenue has derived a sum of 1,076,7701., but if the price of 
sugar had been the same as on the continent, and we had ex- 
pended the same sum that we have upon the article, the revenue 
would have received from the increased quantity (1,212,533 ewts.) 
the sum of 1,525,770/. 

Wueat.—The average price of wheat since 31st of December 
has been about 52s. per quarter :—the weekly consumption of 
the whole kingdom is 384,613 quarters, which at that price 
amounts to 999,993/., of which London pays 83,382/., and which 
for eleven weeks up to this day, since the 31st of December, shows 
a consumption of 4,230,743 quarters, at an entire cost of 
10,999,9237. to the whole country, or of 916,660/. to London. 
During the same period the price of wheat, in bond, equal to the 
average quality of English wheat, has been 40s. per quarter, and 
in Hamburg, Dantzic, and the other chief continental places, 
about 37s. During this period wheat has yielded no revenue, 
and the duty of 18s. to 20s. per quarter has, therefore, been pro- 
hibitory against the introduction of any foreign wheat, and has 
had only the character of protection. We will now institute a 
comparison of the cost of wheat in this country to the English 
consumer, and of the same to the consumer on the continent,— 
without entering into any speculations in this place, as to what 
would be the actual price of wheat in this country with a per- 
fectly free trade, beyond being assured that the price would be 
nearly equalized, and that the same money would command very 
nearly the same quantity of bread everywhere. On the conti- 
nent our weekly consumption of wheat, 384,613 quarters, would 
cost, at 37s. per quarter, 711,5337., which for eleven weeks would 
amount to 7,826,8632., being a difference in the actual cost to the 
whole country of 3,175,060, and in that of London of 264,421, 
and this without even the pretence of yielding revenue to the 
state ; but on the contrary, by a much longer absorption of the 
means of consumers, interfering with the use of many other 
articles to the extent which would otherwise exist, which yield 
revenue. 

Or if the same amount which is at present expended on wheat 
in this country were used at the price of the continent, it would 
give a quantity of 5,945,634 quarters, being 1,714,891 quarters 
additional to the present consumption for the whole country, or 
of 142,907 quarters for the metropolis in eleven weeks. 

As compared with the continental countries, we may therefore 
state the cost of protection in these two articles, for the eleven 
weeks already expired in this year, as follows :— 

FOR THE WHOLE KINGDOM 
Additional cost of colonial supa: abuve the same quality 








- 770 
of foreign, each paying the same revenue to the state £770,084 
Difference of cost between the price in England and £3,173,060 
that on the continent of the quantity of wheat consumed Sins 
fotal difference for the whole kingdom £3,943,094 
rOR THE METROPOLIS ALONE 
Additional cost of sugar as ibove . ‘ £64,169 
Difference of price of wheat as abor 264,421 
Total difference for London alon £328,590 


the revenue to the state remaining the same as regards these 
articles, but improving from an increased consumption of all 
other articles ; or if the same sums of money had continued to be 
spent on these articles, then we should have obtained during the 
last eleven weeks an additional quantity of 356,821 cwts. of 
sugar, aud of 1,714,891 quarters of wheat without any further 
cost :—if these articles had been the same price in England as 
on the continent, the revenue would have received an additional 
sum of 449,000/., and an increased trade to this extent would 
have been experienced by shipowners, merchants, brokers, and 
the various dealers, in the distribution of this additional quantity 
of sugar and wheat; much additional labour would have been 
called into existence, and the consumptive power of the country 
greatly increased. 

In the Poor-law Commissioners’ Report on Local Taxation, 
the nearest estimate at which they can arrive, of the whole local 
taxation of the country, so much complained of, including poor 
rates, county rates, highway rates, church rates ; the revenue of 
the city of London, and of the Municipal Corporations, as re- 
modelled under the last act, turnpike trusts, light dues, and all 
other charges which they ean ascertain in Great Britain and 
Ireland, amount to 12,846,048/. yearly, or 247,039/. weekly ; and 
in eleven weeks would therefore be 2,717,420/. ; so that the extra 
price which we pay for sugar and wheat alone, would be consi- 
derable more than sufficient to pay the whole local taxation of 
the country in every form. 

We will continue these calculations and comparisons of rela- 
tive prices in each week, bringing forward the balance of the 
preceding week, and making, as the year advances, a weekly 
total of the cost of protection in these two articles Sucar and 
WueEat.—Balance to be carried to next week 3,943,094. 





RENT OBTAINED ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 
The corn-law controversy is now being made intelligible to the 
yublic. When it is known that the rent of land has increased, 


in the last fifty years, three, four, or five-fold; that tenant 





farmers have been ruined in succession on thousands of our rented 
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farms, and as a body that they are less prosperous than before 
1794; that the present condition of the agricultural labourers is 
also worse, and that their present money wages are only about 
the same as for many years before 1794, whilst the price of their 
food has increased 40 per cent. on the average of the last ten 
years, it will surely be impossible to persuade the public that 
the cry of protection to agriculture does not mean the fear of the 
landholders lest the condition of the farmers and labourers might 
be improved, that the rent of land might be lessened by the 
importation of foreign produce. But as the statement made by 
Mr Cobden, on moving for a select committee to inquire into the 
effect of protection on the condition of the tenant farmers and 
agricultural labourers, that the rent paid to the landholder, in 
many instances, is one-half the amount obtained for the produce 
sold by the farmer, cannot fail to make a deep impression on the 
public, and as it will be denied by the rent receivers at their 
defensive meetings, it is important to show that Mr Cobden 
understated the proportion in which rent enters into the price of 
agricultural produce, not of particular farms, but of counties. 
This proof we are fortunately able to furnish on the evidence of 
an eminent practical and scientific farmer, with an experience 
extending over half a century, who was examined before the 
committee on agricultural distress, April 22, 1856. 

On that occasion the following statement was given in evidence 
to show the quantity and value of the produce of his farms of 
Lawhind and Truprin, in the parishes of Whitekirk and Preston- 
kirk, Haddingtonshire, consisting together of 625 imperial acres 
of valuable land, with the expense of cultivating the same, the 
amount of rent payable to the landholders, and the residue that 
remained to himself, on the average of the three years, 1832, 
1853, and 1854. (See pages 32, 49.) 

1.—Quvantity anp VALUE or Propvuce on THE AVERAGE OF THREE 

Years. 
( The crop in these years was rather above an average. ) 
eM Xk 
1764 acres wheat, about 293 bushels per acre, 6463 qrs. . 
at 48s. 4d. J 


; ; 4 1569 10 6 
11; acres barley, about 38? bushels per acre, 54 qrs. 


at 28s. 3d. : : : - 65 2 4 

125 acres oats, about 364 bushels per acre, 565°54 qrs. 
at 20s. ; . ~ 565 10 10 

624 acres beans, about 22} bushels per acre, 174 qrs. 
at 27s. 6d. : ° 22 11 8 
933 acres turnips, at 4/ 16s. per acre 450 O 0 
} acres potatoes, . * : 30°20 «0 
125 acres grass and clover, at 2/. 18s. per acre : 200 2600 —(«0 
25 acres fallow, farm-yard, garden, &c. : : 0 09” 
625 imperial acres. Total value of produce £3,202 15 4 

[].—Exvrenpiturr ann Distarevrioy. 

£ ae 


Expenditure in produce and money in cultivation . 1,830 8 7 


To landholders as rent, being the Fiurs price of the second 


quality of 465} qrs. of wheat, at 48s. 4d. 1124 7 1] 
~ To tenant, the residue, for interest of capital, exclusive 

of 50/. the interest of capital in horses and implements 

charged in expenses, superintendence, &c.* 247 19 8 


£3,202 15 4 
T1].—Awnanysis or Exernpirere axp Disrrisvrion, 

S : : : 

Showing the quantity of produce consumed on the farm, and the 
quantity that could be sold by the farmer. The whole revised by 
experienced farmers, 

EXPENDITURE. IN PRODUCFE. IN MONEY. 
SEED :— ge” d: ce. 8. a. 


704 qrs. wheat for 1763 acres, at 48s. 4d . 170 7 6 
4tqrs.barley ld, 28.34 . 6 610 
50 qrs. oats 125 a 20s, Od 2 0 0 
2) qrs. beans 624 m 27s. 6d. . 34 7 6 
Potatoes for . 64. ; é ‘ ; 1 0 0 
Turnip seed for 63% acres ; 2 ; ‘ . 8 & 9 
Grass and clover seed . : ? : : : ; 67 10 O 
Hokses, finding and upholding : — 
241) qrs. oats for 2] horses, at 114 qrs. each, at 
20s. : : : : ; ; . 241 lo 0 
Grass, hay, &c. for 21 horses, at 3/, 10s. each . 7310 0 
Smiths’ work and upholding ‘ 47 5 O 
Carpenters’ work do. 0 0 
Saddlers’ do. do. lb 0 0 
Tear and wear of 21 horses ; : : i? 0 0 
Interest of 1,000/. capital in horses, harness, 
and implements E Z i : ; ; : 0 0 O 


Yearry Servants :— 
9 qrs. oats at 20s. : 
24 qrs. barley at 28s. 3d. 
I qr. peas, at I/. 10s. 
4 qr. wheat, at 12s. Id. 


womws 
to 





otatoes ‘ . " ‘ “ 0 O 
Cow's keep for the year ‘ . 6 0 0 
Food in harvest . i : eS ED fey | 

23 6 8 
The same to 16 men servants 16 


373 6 8&8 











* Mr Howden makes the residue 3J. 6s. 8d. more, but he under-extended 
10/, in his three years’ account of expense of dairymaid and boy. 








EXPENDITURE. IN PRODUCE. UN MONEY. 
Money wages in addition to overseer . 613 4 
To shepherd, cattle-keeper, and 3 labourers ‘ ; 8 6 8&8 
Dairymaid and boy, boarded in house . -. 600 12 0 8 
20 women workers, 150 days each, at 9d. a day : : 11210 O 
Extra labourers in harvesting 376 acres im- 
perial : . . : 75 0 0 150 0 6 
MIscELLANEOUS :— 
Manure ; . ; ; ; 10 0 0 
Tolls, expenses marketing produce, &c. 25 8 4 
Killing moles. . : “ ‘ : - ‘ 4 0 0 
Upholding roofs of buildings. ‘ ; : : 40 0 
Insurance ; : - : : : : 6 0 0 
State taxes : ; : : : : 818 0 
Local rates, road money, and poor rates. : : 20 0 0 
Tenant's Famuity, say of 7 persons, will consume— 
5 qrs. oats, at 20s. ; . 60 0 
3} qrs. wheat, at 48s. 4d. . 8 9 2 


] qr. barley, at . ; ht 83s 
Dairy produce of 3 cows . 7 0 Dd 
Potatoes ‘ P F . 6 0 0 
Butcher meat, poultry, &c. . 30 0 0 





44, ® 


Total produce consumed on the farm 1,128 5 11 
Total expenditure of cultivation, in money 780 0 | 
Rent to landholders, being the Fiars price of 

4654 qrs. of wheat of the second quality 1124 7 1 


Residue of proceeds to tenant for allowances 


and profit : : : . 170 2 3 
Total value of disposable produce to defray 

money expenses, money allowances, and 

profit ‘ 90 2 4 


Total produce consumed on the farm, and an- 
P 


nually paid in rent 2,252 13 O 





£3,202 15 4 

1V.—Apsiracr. a 

£ i a 

1. The value of the total produce being . 3,202 15 4 
And the quantity consumed on the farm for such, by the 

horses, servants, and tenant's family 1,128 5 11 


There is left to be disposed of . . . . £2,074 9 5 
Which is equal in value to 8574 qrs wheat at 48s. 4d. 
Or, one quarter of wheat is the 857$ part of that sum. 
us barley is the 1,469; ditto. ditto. 

oats is the 2,075 ditto. ditto. 
” beans is the 1,509;1, ditto. ditto. 

II. Hence, as the total money expenditure and the money 
allowances and profit obtained by the tenant were 0500. 2s. 4d. 


| that sum would have been realized if he had received 


22s, 2d. the quarter for Wheat. 
13s. Od. . Barley. 
9s. 2d. Oats. 
12s. &d. Beans. 


These are consequently the prices at which the produce 
could have been sold at, exclusive of rent, and giving to the 
horses the same allowance of food, and the sane to the servants 
and the tenant, and the same amount of wages and profit. 

Ill. Wherefore the rent obtained by the landholder on the 
average of the three years 1832, 1833, and 1834, wheat being 
48s, 4d., barley 28s. 3d., oats 20s., and beans 27s. 6d. the quarter, 
must be equal to 

26s, 2d. the quarter on Wheat. 
Barley. 
Oats. 

12 8 * Beans. 
or 10s, 10d. of every pound received by the farmer for the pro- 
duce he can dispose of, and as the crops for these years were 
above the average, it follows that as the rent is the value ofa fixed 
quantity, the proportion will remain the same whatever is the 
price, unless the farmer can increase his crops, and if they fail, 
unless the price rises considerably, the deficiency will fall on the 
farmer. 

LV. Then the rent payable by Mr Howden being 10s. 10d, in 
the pound of the produce he can sell in years of more than average 
abundance, and assuming tiiat he has raised the same quantity 
annually to the present time, the following will be the propor- 
tion in which rent entered into the price of wheat and other pro- 
duce in proportion :— 

1832, 1833, 1834, the average of the second quality of wheat being 
48s. 4d., the rent was 26s, 2d. per year, equal to 24d. on 4b. loat.* 


1835 36s. 7d. 19s. 9d. . iid ditto. 
1836. . 3 Ii 28 8 23 ditto 
1837. . dd 6f . . B80 7 25 ditto. 
1838 . +70 O07 . . 38 0 Be ditto. 
1839. . 61 113 337 3 ditto. 
1340... 61 O98 33 6 3) ditto. 
184] 62 6 33 9 3! ditto. 
1842 48 11 2% 6 24 ditto. 





* A quarter of wheat produces, including first, second, and third flour, 
out 125 four-pound loaves of bread, the rent per quarter divided by that 
m gives the rent per 4lb. loaf. 

+ The first price of the second quality of wheat for 1838 was 73s. lid. 
t as the maximum payable by the tenant is fixed at 70s. the quarter, the 
m payable is taken. 
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V. The above mode of ascertaining the proportion in which 
vent enters into the price of the quantity of agricultural produce 
that can be sold by the farmer, will enable each of them to 
ascertain that which he himself pays to his landlord ; and hence- 
forth it is to be hoped the intelligent farmer will not allow him- 
self to be deceived respecting the cost of production. The 
evidence given by Mr Howden is deserving the serious considera- 
tion of every farmer and the public. He professes himself in 
favour of protection, whilst at the same time, he supplies the 
facts by which it is proved to be only required to maintain high 
rents. He states that the rent paid by himself for the farm of 
Lawhind, of 250 acres, on lease ending 1795, was 601. a year, 
for lease ending 1815, 240/. a year, and afterwards on lease at 
6001. a year, until converted into a corn rent of 177 quarters of 
wheat payable in money, which, in 1838 amounted to GO9Z. 10s. ; 
and yet his landlord, the Earl of Haddington, is one of those 
who conceives he has a right,to have so large an increase of rent 
secured to him, even at the expense of holding the farmers of his 
native country in a state of dependence, and the peasantry in a 
condition analagous to slavery. 





Tur Sprrit or Private Exrerrerise.—A short dialogue took 
place in the House of Commons, on the arrival of the last Indian 
Mail, which very strikingly suggests ideas of the power and 
spirit of private enterprise :— 

“Mr Macaulay said that he wished to ask a question of the right 
honourable baronet at the head of her Majesty’s government, as to a 
proclamation which he had that day read in the Times newspaper, 
stated to have been put forth by the Governor-General of India, as to 
the conquest of Gwalior ; which recited what had passed as having 
occurred upon a treaty made so long ago as the year 1805. He wished 
to ask the right honourable baronet if the proclamation was genuine ? 

«“ Sir R. Peel said, that for what he knew on the subject he was in- 
debted to the courtesy of the editor of the Times. The Times news- 
paper had the means of anticipating government in the receipt of the 
overland dispatches. He had no other information on the subject 
than what he derived through that newspaper, but when the govern- 
ment despatches had arrived he would give all the explanation 
necessary.” 

What a confession for the head of a Government to make,— 
that he is so outstripped in enterprise by private individuals ! 
Surely diplomacy is near its end, when Government couriers are 
outstripped by newspaper expresses. What a destruction of all 
ancient ideas is conveyed in that plain remark of the Conserva- 
tive Minister—“‘ The Z'imes newspaper had the means of antici- 
pating Government.” ‘ He had no other information on the 
subject than what he derived through that newspaper!” And 
then think of the Gazette, issuing from ‘ authority,” coming 
two days behind the papers, and gravely publishing the 
dispatches from India “ for the information of the lieges.””. Why 
by that time they were within a few hours’ reach of John 
O’Groat's! Country gentlemen are greatly bewildered amidst 
this din, and fuss, and haste of steam engines, railroads, and 
what Colonel Sibthorp calls “ Infernal Reform Bills.” — It is too 
much for them. Nevertheless, the world moves on, and they are 
dragged along with it, and the Minister whom they cannot do 
without acknowledges the greatness of that COMMERCE AND UN- 
FETTERED ENTERPRISE Which they vainly attempt to smother. 


LETTER FROM EARL RADNOR TO THE DUKE OF 
RICHMOND. 


My dear Duke,—You quite mistook me in the House last night, if 
you understood me to compiain that gentlemen who entertain the 
opinions on the subject of the corn laws and of the Anti-Corn-law 
League which you do, should meet and promulgate their opinions, 
and take such steps as they think expedient to counteract the measures 
of the League; nor do I much complain (if those gentlemen prefer it) 
that these meetings should be one-sided ones, at which only opinions 
of one sort shall be uttered. I think, indeed, that such meetings are 
not likely to elicit truth, or to enlighten men’s mind; but calculated 
rather to confirm erroneous opinions, if they are erroneous, and to 
strengthen prejudices if such exist. And this further evil attends 
them, that these erroneous opinions and prejudices (supposing them to 
be so) being embodied in the shape of resolutions, and published with 
the authority of great and influential names, are apt to be received 
by the unreflecting as admitted and indubitable truth; and to con- 
firm those, who have either not the power or the time to examine the 
matter for themselves, in mischievous and dangerous delusions. 

There is, however, one speech, and I think one speech only, which I 
have read, made at one of these meetings, in which no fault whatever 
can be found. I take the liberty of sending you some extracts from 
it, as a model of what such speeches ought to be. It is evidently the 
speech of an eager defender of the corn laws, and was spoken at the 
meeting held at York, at which Lord Harewood presided. But he is 
willing to defend them on grounds of reason and argument, not by mere 
assertion or abuse of his opponents. If other lords and gentlemen, 
who so strongly advocate that side of the question, would imitate this 
example, I am confident there is no friend of free trade who would not 
be delighted. Whatever they may say, we seek for nothing but the 
truth and the general weal. It is by free discussion that the truth will 
be elicited, and it is by acting according to the truth, that the public 
good will be promoted. Iam not without hopes, from the perusal of 
your advertisement in the papers of yesterday, that the course recom- 
mended by Mr Thompson will be adopted by your “ Agricultural Pro- 
tection Society,” and I cannot but anticipate that many of those who 
now advocate legislative protection, when they come coolly to reason 








on the matter, consult recognized authorities, and to investigate facts 
(as they must do in order to prepare any publication fit for the public 
eye), will be converted to the doctrines which they now honestly, but 
mistakenly, condemn. Believe me, &c. Rapnor. 

Grosvenor street, March 12, 1842. 

The following are the extracts referred to: — 

Henry Stephen Thompson, Esq., said: . . . . . “It behoves 
alike the landlord and the manufacturer, the labourer and the artisan, 
to expose the misrepresentations of the Anti-Corn-law League. ‘These 
misrepresentations, gentlemen, are too numerous for me to carry in my 
head ; and I do not think any one else could. How could I? for in- 
stead of coming here this morning in a carriage and pair, I must have 
come ina railway luggage train. It appears to me that there are 
only three ways in which that can be done. First, it must be by di- 
rectly influencing the majority of the present houses of parliament, who 
are at present opposed tothe carrying of this measure of repeal. However, 
gentlemen, I will not waste your time by dwelling upon that suggestion. 
Tam quate sure that al! those whom I now see before me will agree with 
me in thinking that the majority in parliament are not likely to be 
blinded by the dust which is now being attempted to be thrown in their 
eyes by the Anti-Corn-law League, or that they will be misled by any- 
thing which may be brought to bear upon them by that body. But as 
you must very well know the sitting of parliament cannot last for ever, 
the House of Commons after a certain period must be dissolved; and 
this brings me to the second way in which it is possible for the Anti- 
Corn-law League to carry their points, viz..—by acting on the electors 
at future elections, Gentlemen, there is no disguising the point, that 
that is the place at which this question must be decided. ‘The Anti- 
Corn-law League have been exercising their influence on the electors of 
this country. I will not charge them with exercising undue or uncon- 
stitutional influence upon the electors at the various elections which 
have recently taken place: but what I say is this, it appears that they 
are determined to do their utmost to influence the electors. Gentlemen, 
the Anti-Corn-law League have been busy in circulating, among the 
electors, thousands of pamphlets and tracts, and therefore, | say, if we 
are to prevent them from carrying their point, we must meet them 


where they make their attacks upon us. With the othe: 
points connected with elections, I consider I have nothing to do. We 


are here met only to consider one question. I consider that a point of 
paramount importance to all the interests of the nation. I therefore 
say, that is the first point that should be asked by the electors at any 
future election; and if there are several candidates, elect one whose 
opinions are right on the important point I have already mentioned. 1 
must say, that I do hold the first question which ought to be asked is, 
* Are you in favour of a repeal of the corn laws, or a protective duty, 
or are you not?’ Gentlemen, it may be said that it is an unconstitu- 
tional act to interfere in this manner at elections; but the interference 
T have recommended to you iso not in any sense of the word unconstitu- 
tional, The third way in which it is possible for the Anti-Corn-law 
League to carry their objects is this, viz. —by influencing public opinion, 
That is the legitimate mode of influence. We cannot complain of the 
League for their wishing to try to bring all classes to their way of 
thinking. But though we cannot complain of this, we think that they 
cannot complain if we take the same means, and exert the same energy, 
in trying to retain the public in our mode of thinking. I have said be- 
fore, that they (the League) have shown great zeal, and expended a 
great deal of money in circulating tracts and pamphlets of all kinds in 
favour of their opinion. I[ am sure I need not put such a supposition 
to this meeting, as that a large number of men who | see before me— 
men of opposite political opinions—men whose opinions differ in many 
ways—that all these men should be unanimous on such a question as 
this, if they had not good reasons for coming to that conclusion But 
where opposing statements are put forth, and we hold our tongues, what 
is the inference tobe drawn? The inference must be, that we have no good 
reasons to adduce in behalf of our cause. It has been stated to me, that 
we said we had good reasons on our side, but where are these to be 
found? Where are the publications which show the protecting side of 
the question is right, and that, in a good and statesman-like point of 
view, ours is the right side of the question? I confess I am unable to 
point out any such publications, But if we have good reasons for 
holding these opinions that we are on the right side of the question 
(and you must all admit that we have), I say we should not be acting 
up to our opinions if we did not publish to the world our reasons for 
holding them. The question has frequently been asked of me lately, 
how can we act together in order to counteract the proceedings of the 
League? I have now pointed out to you, I think, a most effective way 
of doing this. In my opinion, each one, in his own sphere, should ask 
the question. I have already named, that we should by every means 
in our power, disseminate plain statements as to the good reasons which 
guide us in coming to the conelusion that protection to agriculture is 
the right line of policy to pursue. Having given this answer to the 
question, ‘What can we do?’ I have great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution which has been read to you by Lord Beaumont.” 














AGRICULTURE AND ComMERCE.—Agriculture is an ephemeral, a de- 
pendent source of prosperity ; a Babylon can grow up in a Mesopotamia 
of shepherds before the plough is invented ; but husbandry cannot dis- 
pose of any surplus produce, until industry have first built her cities 
of commerce and manufacture, and provided the consumer with an 
income to offer at market. Our author is historically as weil as theo- 
retically mistaken in proclaiming agriculture to be a more permanent 
source of prosperity than commerce. Agriculture has everywhere. 
been the consequence of a contiguous market resulting from commer- 
cial industry. Manufactures precede husbandry. The oldest coan- 
tries are the best cultivated. Norfolk, where the worsted manu- 


factures began, has little waste land, poor as its soil is. Lancashire, 


where the cotton manufactures are recent, has comparatively little en- 
closure. The peat-bogs of Ireland will not be improved, until the 
rise of large towns shall furnish to the farmer such customers as ma 
replace to him the expense necessary for rendering them productive,— 
Memoirs of the late William Taylor of Norwich. 2 os 


—_ 
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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 11. 
The Earl of Rapwor, at the sitting of the house this night, intro- 
duced a 
Discussion oN Frer Trapr.—He presented the county of Somerset 
petition against the corn laws, signed by the high sheriff, his lordship 
stating the difference of opinion which had arisen as to whether the 
petition had been fairly agreed to by the meeting. He took occasion 
at the same time to complain of the manner of attack now adopted 
against the Anti-Corn-law League :— 
“The Anti-Corn-law League,” said his lordship, “ had been accused of 
sending their emissaries through the country for the ee ae of creating 
and disunion. Now, he denied distinctly and emphatically that 
the Anti-Corn-law League was at all capable of any such act as that of 
forming any society that would have a tendency to promote disorder or 
discord: and he defied any one to show that they had ever, by word or 
deed, merited such an accusation. . . . . At the protection meetings 
very gross abuse had been uttered against himself as well as the Anti- 
Corn-law League, but he did not much mind that, for hard words broke no 
bones, and he did not know that much harm was done, except to those 





who used them; but he thought the attention of the government ought to | 
be directed to the language used by some gentlemen, which went beyond | 


the limits of ordinary abuse. Mr Newdigate, a member of the House of 





Commons, had made statements at a meeting in Warwickshire, and had | 


repeated them at a meeting at Uxbridge, to which he thought it necessary 


to direct such notice. 
I said in the House of Commons, that, by the conduct of the Anti-Corn- 


He said, ‘I take this opportunity of repeating what | 


law League, that body is extensively implicated in the disturbances which | 


have taken place in the northern part of the country. I said that as a 
magistrate, and from the knowledge which I obtained as such, and every 
one who knows me must be aware that I should not have stated it unles: 
I knew it. The Anti-Corn-law League is mixed up with the most 
seditious characters, and their object is to create confusion and discord 
throughout the land.’ That was what was said by the member for North 
Warwickshire. Either this was literally and truly a fact, or it was an 
exaggeration. If it was an exaggeration, it was in his opinion most un- 
justifiable to be thus holding up people to blame in this sort of way; but 


if it was a fact, then he should like to know whether this gentleman had | 
| cal duty, the services being performed by a curate 


communicated it to the government, because it would not be measuring 
out equal justice to punish the poor artizan and operative, and to let the 
rich go scot free if they were guilty. He knew not whether the object 
was, as had been hinted, to encourage them to go on that they might be 
tried for conspiracy. If that were the policy, he did not much admire it. 
At the meeting at Uxbridge, Mr Newdigate repeated the language he had 
quoted. . .. Accusations of a similar kind had been made by a 
noble lord, a member of that house, at a meeting in Yorkshire. He had 
informed that noble lord of his intention to bring this subject forward, 
and had his acknowledgment of the receipt of his letter; so that if the 
noble lord was not now present, he (Lord Radnor) was not to be blamed 
for his absence. The noble lord accused the Anti-Corn-law League of in- 
cendiarism. He said, ‘ A farmer in Leicestershire attended a meeting, and 
expressed his opinion against the Anti-Corn-law League, as every 
Englishman is at liberty to do. His stacks and crops were burnt last 
night. Noman in his senses can doubt the intentions of the League.’ 
Thus, although he did not state it in direct terms, the noble lord raised an 
inference that the Anti-Corn-law League had instigated an act of in- 
cendiarism. A clergyman, at a meeting at Stamford, and another at 
Northampton, made similar accusations. Now, he repeated, that although 
there might be foolish persons on both sides, the leaders of the Anti-Corn- 
law League were as incapable as the noble lord, and the gentlemen to 
whom he had referred, of inciting to the commission of crime, and he 
ventured to say that all the arguments used by the protection gentlemen 
were much more likely to excite the burning of stacks than any used by 
the Anti-Corn-law League. That body endeavoured to make corn plenti- 
ful and cheap, but the protectionists told the people that they would be 
the better for corn being dear, and the labourers were thus encouraged to 
diminish the quantity of corn in order to produce that dearness which they 
were told was beneficial to them.” 

The Duke of Bucctevcn, having been pointedly alluded to by Lord 
Radnor as having subscribed 1007. to an Anti-League Association, 
denied that he had ever done so. 

Lord Portman denied that the farmers of the county of Somerset 
were in favour of free trade; and Lord Brovcuam blamed both parties 
in this struggle for using violent language. 

The Duke of Wettirnotown gave his version of the Somerset county 
meeting, which was in effect that many farmers had left the meeting 
before the petition now presented was proposed or agreed to. Speaking 
of the general question, the duke said, he voted for the existing corn 
law, a he earnestly recommended to their lordships to leave that corn 
law as it was, and to continue to maintain the system which it was the 
object of the corn law to carry into effect. 

The Duke of Ricumonp absolved the individual members of the 
League from the criminal charges that had been brought against the 
body ; but said that their proceedings had a bad tendency, and “ their 
language from beginning to’end had been violent, improper, and vulgar.” 
He (the Duke of Richmond) however was glad that the farmers had 
now combined :— 

“ They had aroused themselves—and rightly aroused themselves, to the 
necessity of uniting in their own defence. He would recommend 
them to persevere in the course which they had commenced, and not to 
allow wild theories of free trade to carry them away, whether they were 
advanced by peers, by members of parliament, or by members of the Anti- 
Corn-law rane. e hoped they would continue in the course they had 
ad and that they would not allow themselves to be prevented from 
boldly stating their opinions on all political or public matters.” 

Lord Beavmowt, on behalf of the Earl of Harewood, attempted to 

owe away the charge of incendiarism made by the latter nobleman 
at . 

“What he understood from that speech of the noble lord was, that 

the motives of the Anti-Corn-law League might be good, yet the 
exciting speeches addressed to the labourers were calculated to produce 
the effect of persons of that class believe that the farmers were 
their enemies, and possibly might, in some instances, produce other effects ; 
but he felt convinced that there was no intention of charging the Auti- 
Corn-law League with a desire to cause incendiary fires,” 


| mistresses, asked the right rev 








The Earl of Rapnor having in reply expressed his warm approval of 
what the Duke of Richmond had said as to the desirableness of all 
parties being permitted to express their opinions, the petition was 
ordered to hie on the table, and the discussion would have been dropped 
but for 

The Duke of Ricumonp, who presented a petition in favour of 
protection agreed to at a meeting of farmers and others at Guildford, 
and alluding to the charge of selectness brought against the farmers 
meetings, addressing himself to the Earl of Radnor, said— 

“ Would the noble earl go down to Birmingham with his Cobdens and 
his Brights and the whole of them, and dare to hold a public meeting, a 
meeting to which admission could be procured without tickets? Would 
they not be afraid that the Chartists would attend there, and oppose their 
proceedings 7” 

The Earl of Rapwor said, sarcastically, that he entertained doubts on 
the subject. The discussion then dropped. 

Privy Covnciu.—Aprrettate Jvurispictiox.—Lord Brovenam, in 
moving the reference to a select committee of his privy council appel- 
late jurisdiction bill, made a pointed reference to the remarks which it 
has drawn forth, especially characterising the charge, that he was carv- 
ing out a place for himself, as a slander invented by Malice, and he: 
bastard sister Falsehood. He had already, he said, three times refused 
such an appointment 

Tue New Houses or Partiamenr.—Lord Wuarnciiret 
to Lord Brougham, said that the new houses of parliament might be 
rendered capable of accommodating their lordships by the next session 
of parliament, if the House of Commons would go to the expense ot 


in reply 


temporary fittings. It was impossible to have the house ready in a 
permanent state at so early a period 
Case or SCANDAL IN THE Cuvurcu.—Lord Litrorn, referring to the 


case of a Rev. Robert Marsh, son of the late Bishop of Peterborough, 
and holding the appointment of Rector of Barnack, and another living 
in the church, who, as appears by the reported proceedings of assize 
at Northampton, has been living a life of the grossest vice with French 
prelate the present Bi hop of Peter- 
borough, who is the diocesan, whether that person was still performing 
clerical duty ? 

The Bishop of Pererzorovcu said he was not now performing cleri 
The bishop went 
on to explain that he had little power to do more than he had. The 
church discipline act, his lordship said, wholly protected Myr Marsh, 
under the circumstances which have transpired, from suspension, de 
privation, or any other species of temporal or ecelesiastical punish 
ment :— 

«“ The great difficulty was not that he was unwilling to proceed, but that 
now there was no remedy in the power of a bishop but by a proceeding 
under the church discipline act, and that that act was not applicable to 
such offences committed longer ago than two years, and this crime had 
been committed two years ago, therefore his hands were tied. What he 
knew was this,—Of course, criminal conduct had taken place; but it wa 
said to have been at Paris, and there is another clause in that church di 


cipline bill which gives power to the bishop to take notice of crimes com 
mitted only in his own diocese, 

Distursances 1N Sovtn Wates.—Lord Waarwewuirrr laid on the 
table the report of the commissioners on this subject House ad 
journed 

Tuesday, March 12. 
\ discussion on the Corn Laws was renewed by tlie Earl of Rose- 


BERY presenting 4a petition trom the county of Linlithgow in favour ot 


continued protection. His lordship remarked that he did not conew 


in the prayer of that petition, and at the meeting at which it wa igreed 
to no discussion was allowed 

The Duke of RicuMonn said, it was not necessary for the farmers to 
enter into discussions on the corn laws hat was not their object in 


meeting. It had been asserted that they were desirous to have the corn 
laws repealed, and they felt anxious to get rid of the disgrace of such an 
imputation. For that purpose they certainly did meet throughout the 
country, and in different places beat their opponents. 

“ He believed that the same result would follow in nearly all the coun- 
ties of England if they had fair play. The landowners and farmers only 
desired to show that hn were favourable to just protection, and that they 
were opposed to schemes that must end in the ruin of themselves, and of 
the labourers who were under their protection.” 

Buirpives Reouration Brrt.—The Duke of Bvccreucu, in answer 
to a question put by the Marquis of Normanby, said government were 
not prepared to extend the provisions of the measure now passing 
through parliament for the regulation of metropolitan buildings to 
other towns generally, many of which had special enactments in reference 
to that matter, His grace added that he was at present unable to state 
why the completion of the \ ictoria park at the east end was delayed 

Maynootu Cotrece —Lord MonvteaGle raised some discussion on 
the subject of the importance of an enlargement of the grant to the 
College of Maynooth, in order that the Roman Catholic priesthood 
might have the benefit of a larger and more liberal course of education 
No opposition was made to the motion of the noble lord, which was 
for the production of papers connected with Maynooth.— Adjourned to 
Thursday. 

Thursday, March 14. 

Nothing occurred in the house this night but the presentation of 
some petitions in favour of protection to agriculture from different part 
of the country by Lord Prudhoe, Lord Sondes, and the Earl of Fever- 
sham. The latter nobleman took occasion to deny having uttered 
some violent language at a Yorkshire meeting, which the Earl of 
Radnor, ona previous night, had laid to his charge. Adjourned 





HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Monday, March 11, 


A great many petitions, connected with the corn laws, stopping the 
supplies, and the poor law, having been presented, the subject of the 
Repvcrion of tHE {THREE-axp-a-Hatr rer Cexts was again brought 
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before the house by the report of the resolutions being brought up, 
when the Cuancettor of the Excnequer took occasion to correct a 
misapprehension which had gone forth as to the mode in which the 
annuities of 1818 would be redeemed :— 

“He found it stated, he said, in the organs of information, which are 
available to them all, that he had been understood to say that, with re- 
spect to this particular stock, the government was so limited that they 
could not pay off more than 500,000/. at a time, and, consequently, that it 
would take a long series of years before the whole amount of the stock 
would be paid off. ‘This was not the construction which the matter 
properly bore, nor what he had said in regard to it. What he had said 
was, that the government, after six months’ notice, might pay off the whole 
of this stock if they pleased; but that they could not pay off less than 
500,0007. at a time.” 


Mr Hume expressed satisfaction with the plan of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, but recommended reduced taxation ;— 
“The Chancellor of the Exchequer had done his duty to the public, and 


at the same time with as much mildness as he could towards the holders of 


the stock. But on the part of the public, he (Mr Hume) thought he had 
aright to call upon the government, now that the revenue, already ex- 
ceeding the expenditure, would be still further relieved by this financial 
arrangement, to make some reduction in existing taxation, particularly in 
taxes affecting the application of industry, and the industrial classes ge- 
nerally. He took it for granted that the government did not mean to re- 
tain the income tax after the next year. It was high time that taxation 
should be reduced to that of a peace establishment ;—whereas we were 


now going on with a war establishment, which was not at all required. If 


the government did not take this course, they would create great dis- 
satisfaction, and act in a manner very little creditable to themselves.”’ 

The resolutions were then agreed to, and a bill to be brought in by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to carry them into effect. 

Ways anp Mrans.—Mr Greene brought up the report of the com- 
mittee on ways and means, granting 8,000,000/. to ler Majesty, on ac- 
count of the consolidated fund 

Pensions to Orricers’ Winows.—The upply 
brought up, Captain Bersxat brought on this subject by moving for a 
copy of any correspondence respecting the refusal of the War office to 
allow a pension to Mrs Fawcett, the widow of an officer who lately fell 
ina duel. There had beena refusal, he said, some years ago to a widow 
whose husband had committed suicide ; but between suicide and duelling 
there was no analogy. A law for giving damages to the relations of the 
deceased against the survivor might be of some use ; but not a stoppage 
of the widow’s pension. The articles of war contained a prohibition 
against duelling or carrying hostile messages; but it was a dead letter 
He read the challenge addressed by the Duke of Wellington to Lord 
Winchilsea, observing, that the writer of that letter was now at the head 
of the army, and the gentleman who conveyed it was the distinguished 
officer now filling the office of Secretary at Wai Captain Bernal then 
cited an instance in his own regiment of an officer who had been dy iven 
from it for having submitted to an insult without challenging the ag- 
gressoi If Colonel Fawcett had sold out one week before the duel, a 
um of between 8.0007 and 4,000/ would have 
disposal The seconds in this ve ry aftlair had been acquitted, and were 
till in her Majesty's besought the house and the s 
tary at war that this calamity might not be visited solely upon the un- 
happy widow 

Sir H. Harorsce defended the refusal of the pension to Mrs Faw- 
cett, not upon general grounds, but upon the special circumstances of 
the case on which he did not very minutely enter, 


report on being 


been at his widow’s 


service, and he ‘cre- 


“ The consideration of a widow’s pension,” he said, “was the public 
service of the husband, and there were several kinds of misconduct by 
which the merit of that public service was considered to be so far obli- 
terated that the pension was refused to the widow.” 

Speaking of duelling generally, Sir Henry said— 

“ Her Majesty had now authorized him, with a view of repressing the 
practice of duelling, to introduce an alteration in the next articles of 
war, which, he trusted, would effectually discourage it. The main scope 
of that alteration was, to enjoin that apologies should be frankly made and 
frankly accepted, and that when the matter could not otherwise be ac- 
commodated, it should be referred to the commanding officer of the regi- 
ment. If this kind of arbitrament were established in the army, he 
trusted that a like recourse would be adopted in private life, and that this 
crime and folly would be finally abolished.” 

Mr T. Duncomze entered into the merits of the duel between Co- 
lonel Fawcett and Lieutenant Munro, show ing that the duel had not 
been fought until after the opinions of several distinguished officers had 
been taken, all of whom deemed it impossible for Lieutenant Munro, as 
an officer on full pay, to avoid the unhappy extremity of a hostile meet 
ing. From what he (Mr Duncombe) knew of the circumstances, he 
should not have been inclined to concur in the grant of a pension to 
Mrs Fawcett He enlarged on the severe punishment awarded to Mi 
Munro by what had already happened, and called upon the house to 
express a strong opinion against duelling generally. 

Sir C, Napier, Colonel Wood, Lord Palmerston, Sir R. Peel, Mi 
Bernal, Lord Howick, Mr Cowper, Sir R. Inglis, Mr Brotherton, and 
other members spoke on the subject, there being manifested a general 
desire to have duelling suppressed, but no very definite propositions 
with that view put forth ew ofthe speakers condemned the withhold- 
ing of Mrs Fawcett’s pension, and those who did so, only conditionally 

Mr Brorurrron said— 

“It was remarkable that this practice so strongly condemned was con- 
fined entirely to the upper classes, who had the credit of being most 
civilized. He had no hesitation in declaring—though perhaps it did 
not require as much courage in him as in the gallant officers below 
him—that no circumstances would induce him to give or accept a 
challenge. They could not make christians by acts of parliament, or 
without influencing the mind by religious principle, but it was the duty 
of government to do everything they could to discourage this practice. 
He could not help thinking there was a great inconsistency in those who 
considered it glorious to go forth against nations, and murder thousands 
and tens of thousands. While they allowed it to be criminal to murder a 
single individual, they styled the man who murdered thousands a hero. 
Let it be considered disgraceful to send or accept a challenge, and there 
would soon be an end of the custom.” 





At the suggestion of the Caancetior of the Excurever, Captain 
BExNat consented to withdraw his motion, and it was accordingly, by 
leave, withdrawn. 2 

RoMAN Cuariries.—Mr O'Conner, pursuant to notice, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill relating to Roman Catholic charities, 
and the tenure of land tor Catholic worship in Ireland. His object, he 
said, was one of peculiar importance, and designed to remedy a great 
inconvenience, which arose from the present system of trustees for Ro- 
man Catholic charities upon every claim for every sum of money, how- 
ever small. ‘The expense was ruinous to the parties concerned, and 
often absorbed the amount of the charity itself. One great inconve- 
nience arose from the want of a settled residence and glebe for the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy, who were frequently placed in a most distressing 
position in that respect. 

“His objeet by this bill was simply to give to Roman Catholic arch- 
bishops, bishops, and parish priests in Ireland a power of succession as in 
the case of a corporation, but not making them a corporation for other 
purposes than that of taking and conveying grants. That was the whole 
object of this bill, to give a succession, a permanent title to deeds required 
for Roman Catholic purposes. He was not applying for public money, he 
was not applying for any contribution of any sort from the state or from 
the public funds. All they wished was to obtain in a safe, secure, and 
inexpensive mode, those endowments which were essential to the respect- 
ability of the Catholic clergy, and to secure them against any undue influ- 
ence that might be exercised upon them.” 

Dr Bownrine seconded the motion, 

Mr Saaw only observed that he should not hold himself committed 
against future opposition to the measure, if he should now consent to 
its introduction.— This being understood, the bill was ordered to be 
brought in 

Tosacco Trapr.—-Mr Humr moved for and obtained the appoint- 
ment of a select committee, to examine into the present state of the 
tobacco trade, and to inquire what effects have been produced by the 
changes in the laws relating to it; and whether any and what legisla- 
tive measures, compatible with the general interest of the country, may 
be advisable, in order to promote the trade or to check smuggling in 
tobacco, and to report their observations thereupon to the house, 

House adjourned at nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, March 12. 

After petitions were presented and preliminary business over, Mr 
Copper brought forward, agreeably to the notice which he had given, 
his motion on 

Prorrerive Durirs ox Imports.—His motion, he said, was fora 
select committee to sit up stairs, to take evidence of an important nature, 
being upon a question which was then exciting a good deal of discus- 
sion out of doors, and which was likely to excite a continuance of dis- 
cussion. Though he was not there as one of the agricultural interest. 
though le was not a county member, yet there was no reason why he 
should not take a part in proving the claims of the agricultural classes. 
He desired to do justice for them as one of the community, and he 
wished it to be known that he took his stand that night as the advocate 
of the tenant farmers and labourers of the country. Ifhe should obtain a 
committee (and it was unusual to refuse such committees) he said he 
was prepared to bring before it tenant farmers to prove that the present 
duties on corn, and the bases on which the agricultural interest of this 
kingdom are at this moment placed, were injurious in their operation 
to the farmers themselves. (Hear, hear, hear.) He would not bring 
forward any witnesses but such as he could bring from the class of 
tenant farmers, and pledged hiimself that they should all be men of un- 
doubted intelligence and great practical experience in their calling. 
( Hear, hear. ) 

“ Protection—which was devised solely for his benefit—was injurious 
to the tenant farmer. That was the opinion which he should carry with 
him into the committee, and he was fully prepared to sustain it by the 
evidence of tenant farmers themselves. Protection to farmers, notwith- 
standing all its promises, was no protection at all. It was a notion utterly 
delusive, and that he was fully prepared to prove.” 

Prices could not be fixed by act of parliament, and farmers had only 
been deluded and misled by the futile attempts made to effect that :— 


CarnoLi 


‘He would beg to remind the hon. member for Wiltshire (Mr John 
Benet), that he had said that farming would be profitless if wheat sold for 
less than 96s. per quarter; and that hon. gentleman was now supporting a 
minister who was only proposing 56s, a quarter. It was denied that the 
house had proposed guarantees to the farmer, but he was a oy to bring 
old land yaluers to prove that farmers after the passing of that law leased 
their farms upon the computation of 80s. per quarter, being the price they 
should receive for their produce. They acted in the full belief that the 
act of parliament had guaranteed them that price. He could show, he- 
sides, from resolutions passed at meetings convened by farmers in 1821, 
that they considered themselves deceived by the act of parliament, which 
was passed to secure them 80s. per quarter as the minimum price of their 
wheat, when at that time the price was down to 50s. per quarter. In the 
committee which was held in 1836, that same fact was again referred to. 
The witnesses before that committee said that they were also deceived. 
He would ask hon. gentlemen opposite whether rents were not fixed, up to 
the present moment, with reference to what acts of parliament had 
promised, rather than to the intrinsic value of the land? That was 
a sore subject, and one which he was well aware would cause no 
little irritation in certain quarters; but he would ask whether farms were 
not held when land was let on the calculation of 8s. per bushel of wheat, 
because it was believed that the law of 1828 would secure to the farmer 
64s, per quarter for his produce. He would also ask whether farms were 
not valued, since the passing of the last corn act, upon the supposition of 
wheat bringing 56s. per quarter ? He had heard ofan instance ofa landed 
proprietor, an occupier of his own land, the valuation of whose land was 
made upon the supposition of the value of wheat being 56s. per quarter, 
when it was in fact selling at 47s.; and on his inquiring why he was so 
rated, was told that the only reason which could be assigned was, that the 
prime minister had guaranteed the price of wheat at 56s. per quarter. 
(Hear, hear, and oh, oh. ) Honourable gentlemen might cry “oh, oh,” if 
they pleased, but he would bring forward that very case, and prove what 
he had stated concerning it. The first point which he wished to 
fix upon the attention of the farmers was, that this house exaggerated its 
power over their interests. (Hear, hear.) As an evidence of this, look to 
the declaration of the right honourable baronet at the head of the governe 
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ment, that his wish and intention was to fix the price of corn as near as 
possible at 56s., whilst twelve months after the price was as low as 47s. ; 
and as if in mockery of the powers of legislation, the price had never 


since been up as high as that named by the right honourable baronet. | 


(Hear, hear. )” 
They were carrying on a war against nature, and must necessarily fail. 
They might by their restrictive enactments produce pauperism, and 
destroy trade—they might banish capital, and expatriate their popula- 
tion ; ‘but was this, he would ask, a policy which could possibly work 
consistently with the interests of the farmers? The honourable member 
then alluded to the monstrously exaggerated assertions which were 
promulgated as to the price at which foreign wheat could be brought 
in. The farmers, indeed, had been frightened by the allegation that 
corn could be brought from Dantzic at 15s. Lld. per quarter—includ- 
ing price, freight, and all. Nonsense like that was alike discreditable 
to utterers and believers. Take the Channel Islands, where free trade 
prevailed. For ten years, from 183] to 1841, the average price in 
Jersey was 48s. 4d., at the same time that the average in England was 
56s. 8d. Where, then, was the danger of throwing land out of cultivation, 
destroying rents, ruining farmers, and pauperizing the labourer? And 
during those ten years the price of wheat at Dantzic had been 40s. on 
the quay, and the expenses of transit would not be less than from &s. to 
10s. in addition, which farther corroborated his inference as to price 
from the case of Jersey. Where was the reason for alleging that such 
a decline would bring ruin upon the farmer, or throw the labourer out 
of employment ? A diminution in price from 56s. to 51s. was not likely 
to produce such an effect. But the fact was, that the farmer did not get 
the price of 56s, for his corn, and this was a very important point in the 
case :— 

“On the contrary, they sold their corn at the lowest price, and the 


| had been ruined by the reduction in the price of cheese, 


1842 than had been paid formerly ; and it had also been estimated that the 
cotton trade was paying 7,000,000/. less in wages per annum in 1842 than 
in 1836. How could they then expect the same consumption? (Hear, 
hear.) If the landed gentry would but look to their own interests as 
keenly and as wisely as manufacturers look to theirs, they would never 
fall into the error of ances that they could ruin their customers, and 
yet at the same time prosper in their pursuits. (Cheers.) . . . . He 
did not know whether a noble lord happened to be present who illustrated 
this subject very aptly, by stating that the farmers in the west of Scotland 
(Laughter. ) 
There could be nothing more unfortunate than that statement, as there 


| happened to be no alteration in the duty on cheese, and yet, he believed, 


speculators sold theirs at the highest price, which entered into the average. | 


( Hear, hear.) 
him the prices at which, during a series of five years, he had bought corn 
before and after the period of the harvest. ‘That statement he would beg 
to read to the house :— 





1839. Afigust vp Ry ES ae £19 10s, load of 5 qrs. 
November ditto. aS 2 ditto. 

1840. August ditto. 18 O ditto. 
October ditto. 14 5 ditto. 

1841. August ditto. 19 0 ditto. 
October ditto. 15 0 ditto. 

1842. August ditto. 7 0 ditto. 
September ditto. ............... 12 0 ditto. 

1843. July MUNI Sits suceshensss 15 15 ditto. 
September ditto. ............... 12 10 ditto. 


Thus in these five years there had been a difference of 3/. 18s. a load, or 
15s. a quarter, between the prices of wheat in July and August, and in 
October and November in each year, showing, beyond dispute, that the 
farmer did not sell his corn at the highest, but at the lowest, of the 
markets. (Hear, hear.)” 

The honourable member requested attention to what had been the 
consequence of a reduction on the duty on wool, Many had been the 
prophecies of ruin to all parties by the adoption of that measure, and 
yet what had been the result ? 

“If honourable gentlemen would ransack the British Museum, and dive 
into the Herculaneum of buried pamphlets which they would find there, 
what arguments would they find on the subject of the wool trade; what 
arguments in every form of the future tense; what predictions of may, 
might, could, would, should, ought, and shall! (A laugh.) But what was 
the result? had the farmers been ruined? (Hear, hear.) Had they lost 
all their sheep walks? Was there no more mutton? (A laugh.) Had 
they no more shepherds? Were there no more sheep-dogs? (Hear, hear.) 
He held in his hand an account of the amount of importation and the 
price of wool during several years, and what he wished to impress upon 

entlemen opposite was this, that the high price of commodities sprung 
rom two causes—a temporary, fleeting, and retributive high price was pro- 
duced by scarcity—a permanent wholesome high price was produced by 
P’ ity. (Hear, hear.) With respect to wool, instead of scarcity as 
an mt of price, they had had a fluctuating price dependent upon the 
ability of the consumers. It so happened, in the case of this article of 
wool, that the price had been highest when the importation had been most 
considerable, and lower in the years when the importation had been compara- 
tively small. He begged to read a statement which illustrated this fact :— 
Imported. 
29,115,341 Lbs. 
21,516,649 ,, 


1827... ... ... 10d. per Ib. 
1829... ... ... 7d. per Ib. 


1836... ... ... 18d. perlb. ... ... ... 64,239,000 ., 
TRE see age oes EE per 'Ib. .. 56,170,000 ,, 
~~ 1642 2... 10d. per Ib. 45,833,000 ,, 


From this statement it appeared that, in every instance where the price 
had been highest, the English farmer had had the largest competition from 
foreign growers, and that the price was lowest where the competition was 
least. And this was the principle which he wished to see borne in mind 
in dealing with the much dreaded question of corn. (Hear.) He wished 
it to be borne in mind that there might be a high price owing to prospe- 
rity, which was sure to continue; and they might have a high price derived 
from scarcity, which it was impossible should continue. (Hear.)” 

He did not wish to make a party game of this question. Le did not 
wish to charge Sir Robert Peel with doing, what he did not do, namely, 
reduce the price of articles by his late tariff, though he must say that 
the right honourable baronet had laid himself open to such charges by 
the arguments which had been brought forward in favour of that 
measure. He (Mr Cobden) did not believe there had been as much 
increase in the imports as would make one good breakfast for all the 
people of this country ! 
ability to consume :— 

“ Did it never enter,” he said, “into the minds of honourable gentlemen 
who were interested in the sale of cattle, that their customers in large 
towns could not be sinking into abject poverty and distress without the 
evil ultimately reaching themselves in the price of their produce. He had 
occasion a little time ago to look at the failing off in the town of Stock- 
port. He calculated the falling off in Stockport alone for three or four 

ears to be equal to all the importation of foreign cattle. (Hear, hear.) 
t appeared, therefore, that the distress of that town alone had done as 
much to reduce prices as all the importation under the tariff. It had been 
estimated that in Manchester forty per cent. less of wages was paid in 


The reason of the fall of prices was the want of 


A short time ago, he met a miller at Winchester, who gave | 








cheese had fallen in price as much as any other article. The mistake of 
the noble lord who made that statement was quite natural; for if he be- 
lieved that the change in the tariff would cause a reduction in the price of 
cattle, he was bound to believe that nothing else had caused the reduction 
in the price of cheese. It was well known, also, that whilst the price of 
cheese had fallen in the home market, the importation had been consi 
derably diminished. (Hear, hear.)” 

‘The hon. member then adverted to the subject of RENr; it was a deli- 
cate portion of the question; but they were driven, by the arguments ot 
the landlords, to analyze it. It so happened that there was no real 
bona fide farmer in the house—he hoped that the next general election 
would give them one. But let him call tenant farmers to give their 
evidence before a committee, and he would show that rent was the prime 
element in the protective system :— 

“He was prepared to prove, if the house granted him this committee, 
by a witness deputed by the best Lothian farmers, that one-half of the 
price of their produce went to pay their rent; that out of every 52s. per 
quarter received for corn, 26s. went to the landlord; so that if they had 
their land rent free they would fare as well getting only 26s, per quarter, 
as they now did getting 52s. per quarter. (Hear, hear.) . : : ; 
With regard to cheese, he was prepared to bring witnesses to prove that 
more than the half of the produce went to the landlord, owing to the fact 
of there being less paid in wages upon dairy farms. For every 5d. received 
for cheese, more than 2)d. was paid in rent; and upon grazing farms also, 
where very little was paid for labour, for every 5d. received, 2d. was paid 
to the landlord.” 

For a long series of years, while rent had been increasing three-fold, 
wages had been falling. Yet it had been attempted to make labourers 
believe that their condition could be improved by diminishing the fund 
out of which their wages were paid :— 

“ They were told that the farm labourers were benefited by the restric- 
tion which rendered one of the first elements of subsistence dear and 
scarce. (Hear, hear.) Did those who made this assertion think that 
posterity would believe them? (Hear, hear.) ‘Twenty years hence —he 
would go no further—would they not look back upon this theory as about 
as absurd as that upon which old women were burned by our ancestors for 
witcheraft? (Hear, hear, and laughter.) To talk of benefiting labourers 
by making one of the principal articles of their consumption scarce !” 

The honourable member went at considerable length into the condi- 
tion of the agricultural labourers of Dorset, Wilts, Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, quoting largely from the report got up by direction of Sir 
James Graham last year on the employment of agricultural labourers, 
exciting considerable cheering by the pointed way in which he pro- 
duced the statistics of their melancholy state. ‘This part of the case, he 
contended, put them out of court. How could they hold up their face 
for protection, when, instead of a well-fed class of labourers, they had 
nothing to exhibit but so dreary a picture? Landlords might justly be 
blamed for the accommodation of the labourers on their individual 
estates; but farmers were not responsible for the wages which they 
paid—that was the fault of the system. ‘The farther you receded trom 
the manufacturing districts, and the much maligned tall chimneys, the 
lower wages became in the rural districts : — 

“This he knew was a sore point with honourable gentlemen opposite ; 
but he must tell the house, that in those agricultural counties, Wilts and 
Dorset, the wages of labour at this time were only just upon a par with 
the wages of labour sixty years ago (hear), while rent had increased from 
two and a-half to threefold during the same period. (Iear, hear.) Ile 
considered this was everything. If they (the landlords) would have a 
law to produce scarcity of food, in order, by that most suicidal process, to 
obtain, for a short time, high profits and high rents, they were bound to 
inquire how the principle worked for those for whose benefit it was said to 
be imposed. (Hear, hear.) Now, he found that the following were the 
ordinary wages of the common agricultural day labourers previous to the 
rise of prices after 1790, taken from the accounts of the respective coun- 
—. drawn up for the Board of Agriculture, not including hay time and 

arvest :— 


Average price of wheat . . . . . . 44s. 6d. 
Devonshire 6s. to 7s. 6d. per week. 
Wiltshire 6s. to 7s. ” 
Somersetshire . 7s. to 88. ne 
Dorset Wipers. ae ” 

(With wheat at 5s. a bushel). 
Gloucester . . . 7s. to 10s, per week. 


Since that period, wages had hardly increased in those districts, while 
rent had progressed from two-and-a-half to three-fold. (Hear, hear.) He 
contended that having taken their land under a law which professed to 
benefit the farm labourer as_ well as the landowner, they were entitled to 
inquire in what manner it had operated upon the landlord, and also upon 
those who they alleged also derived advantage from it. (Ifear.) And 
with regard to the increased value of land, he had a communication from 


| a gentleman in Gloucestershire, who stated that he had recently sold a 








property in that county for just ten times the sum for which it had been 
originally purchased by the great grandfather of the late proprietor. 
(Hear, hear.) But what had been the course of wages? ‘In 1683, Judge 
Hale, in writing upon the condition of the working class, states the wages 
of a farm labourer in Gloucestershire to be 10s. a week; and he remarks, 
that unless the earnings of a family, consisting of the father, mother, and 
four children, amount to that sum, they must make it up, he supposes, by 
begging or stealing. Wheat was then 36s. a quarter. Now that wheat is 
40 per cent. higher, the average wages in Gloucestershire are only eight 
shillings to nine shillings, and in many cases seven shillings and six shil- 
lings; land, in the meantime increased tenfold.’ And Mr Hunt, a farmer 
in Gloucestershire, who was also a guardian of the poor, stated that in his 
district the rate of wages did not exceed 7s. a week; and it was found 
when relief was applied for, that in many instances families who were 
endeavouring to exist on those wages, were, taking the numbers of the 
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fumily into account, only obtaining one-half the amount which their 
maintenance would cost in the workhouse. At the meeting at which this 
statement was made, Mr Hunt also stated that directions having been 
received by the guardians of the union to keep the poor who were inmates 
of the workhouse upon a lower diet than the able-bodied labourer and his 
family could obtain out of it, they were, on inquiry, startled at the small 
quantity of food upon which, from the low rate of wages, the labouring 
population were forced to subsist; and upon referring the point to the 
medical officer of the union, he reported that it would not be safe to feed 
the able-bodied paupers upon that scale of food which they were getting 
out of the workhouse. (Hear, hear.)” 

The honourable gentleman portrayed with indignant eloquence the 
effect upon morals caused by this destitution and bad house accommo- 
dation together. Such was the habitual condition of the agricultural 
districts too: it was not a temporary crisis of distress such as might 
overwhelm Bolton or any other manufacturing town for a time : 


“It was the permanent state of things into which the people in those 
agricultural districts had sunk unconsciously, and, he was afraid to think, 
contentedly. ( Hear, hear.) This, however, was a condition against which 
the people revolted in the north, and it was their fear of being brought 
n to the permanent state of the agricultural labourer which caused the 
es which sometimes took place in the manufacturing towns. (Ilear, 


dow 
st 
hear. ) 
Did this general state of the population form a case on which to 
justify the corn law ? 
lation. the manufacturers might submit to some disadvantage for the 
prosperity of their fellow subjects ; but with such a population as this, 
he wondered that the opposition to the required change was not aban- 
doned for very shame. Hle wanted not a but a select 
committee, for which the house, as now constituted, could furnish mem- 
bers of great information, and of great experience on this particular 
subject. He should like to see the great landlords produced before 
such a committee ; let Lord Ducie and Lord Spencer be called on the 


If they could show a thriving agricultural popu- 


commission, 


one side, and let him be at liberty to cross-examine the Dukes of 


Buckingham and of Richmond on the other. He had no objection to 
have a majority of protectionists on the committee ; nor did he wish to 
sit in the chair of it. On what ground was such a comunittee to be re- 
fused? ‘The danger of excitement, ‘There would much more 
excitement occasioned by the refusal than by the concession of it :— 

“Do you really think,” the honourable gentleman said in conclusion, 
“that the appointment of a dozen gentlemen to sit in a quiet room up 
stairs, and hear evidence, will add to the excitement out of doors ? ( Hear.) 

Vhy, by granting my committee you will be withdrawing me from the 
agitation for one. (Hear, and laughter.) But I tell you that you will raise 
excitement still higher than it is if you allow me to go down to your con- 
stituents —your vote against the committee in my hand—and allow me to 
say to them, * I only asked for inquiry. I offered the landlords a majority 
of their own party. IL offered them to go into committee, not as a chair- 
man, but as an individual member; J offered them all possible advantages, 
and yet they would not, they dared not, grant a committee of inquiry into 
your condition.’ (Loud cheers.) I repeat to you, I desire no advantages. 
Let us have the committee. Let us set to work attempting to elicit sound 
information and to benefit our common country. (Loud cheers.) I believe 
that much good may be done by adopting the course which I propose. I 
tell you that your boasted system is not protection, but destruction to 
agriculture. (Loud opposition cheers.) Let us see if we cannot counter- 
act some of the foolishness—I will not call it by a harsher name—of the 
doings of those who, under the pretence of protecting native industry, are 
inviting the farmer not to depend upon his own energy, and skill, and 
capital, but to come here and look for the protection of an act of parlia- 
ment. (Loud cheers.) Let us have a committee, and see if we cannot 
clicit facts which may counteract this system, I cannot imagine anything 
more demoralizing—yes, that is the word—more demoralizing than for you 
to tell the farmers that they cannot compete with foreigners. (Hear, hear.) 
You bring here long rows of figures, of delusive accounts, showing that 
the cultivation of an acre of wheat costs 6. or 8. per year. You put 
every impediment in the way of the farmers doing what they ought to 

lo. (Hear.) And can you think that that is the way to make people suc- 
ceed? (Hear, hear, hear.) How should we manufacturers get on, if, 
when we got a pattern as a specimen of the productious of a rival manu- 
facturer, we brought all our people together, and said—‘ It is quite clear 
that we cannot compete with this foreigner ; it is quite useless our attempt- 
ing to compete with Germany or America; why we cannot produce goods 
at the price at which they do.” But how do we do in reality? We call 
our men together, and say, ‘ So-and- so is producing goods at such a price ; 
but we are Englishmen, and what France or Germany can do, we can do 
also.’ (Loud cheers.) I repeat that the opposite system, which you go 
upon, is demoralizing the farmers. You have no right to call out, with the 
noble lord the member for North Lancashire—you have no right to go 
down occasionally to your constituencies and tell the farmers—* You must 
not plod on as your graudfathers did before you ; you must not put your 
hands behind your backs, and drag one foot after the other in the old- 
fashioned style of going to work. I say you have no right to hold such 
language to the farmer. Who makes them plod on like their grandfathers ? 
Who makes them put their hands behind their backs? (Loud cheers.) 
Why, the very men who go to Lancashire and talk of the danger of the 
pouring in of foreign corn from a certain place in Russia, which shall be 
nameless (loud cheers), the very men who tell the farmers to look to this 
house for protective acts instead of to their own energies—instead of to 
those capabilities which, were they properly brought out, would make the 
English farmer equal to—perhaps superior to—any in the world. (Loud 
cheers.) Because I believe that the existing system is worse for the farmer 
than for the manufacturer—because I believe that great good to both would 
result from an inquiry—because I believe that the present system robs the 
earth of its fertility, plunders the labourer of his hire, deprives the people 
of subsistence, and the farmer of feelings of honest independence ; I hope, 
sir, that the house will accede to my motion for ‘a select committee to in- 
quire into the effects of protective duties on imports upon the interests of 
the tenant farmers and farm labourers of this country.’ ”’ (The honourable 
gentleman resumed his seat amid great cheering. ) 

Mr Grapsronr, on behalf of ministers, opposed the motion. He 
said, the cases of indecent and disgraceful neglect as to the lodging of 
the poor, which had been instanced by Mr Cobden, were exceptions to 
the general state of the rural population; were it not so, he admitted 
that the ground would be cut from under the supporters of the existing 
system. But he was persuaded that there did exist a general sy mpathy 
of the landlords with the labouring classes. ‘The subjects opened up 
by Mr Cobden were so many and so heterogeneous, that no committee 
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could usefully deal with them. If the object were improvement in the 
state of agriculture and of the agricultural poor, the inquiry might 
perhaps be usefully made by some committee constituted on a principle 
and for a purpose unconnected with party; but very little of good 
could result from such an inquiry, if mixed up with the passions and 
prejudices which attached to the corn question. He believed, too, that 
Mr Cobden had erroneously calculated the proportion of produce 
usually set aside for rent. He admitted that the legislative power 
could not fix prices, but it had a certain influence over them. 

“No hon. gentleman, he took it, would maintain that the house had the 
power of keeping up prices. He had certainly heard honourable gentle- 
men say that they would do all they could, by means of legislative enact- 
ments, to secure certain prices—that they would secure, so far as they 
could, a guarantee for certain prices, by excluding foreign corn in certain 
states of the home markets, and he concluded that the honourable gentle- 
man, the member for Stockport, did not deny that they could effect this, 
inasmuch as he admitted the enhancing jedenhes in prices of the corn 
laws. But as to the proposition that parliament had the power to fix 
prices—before the honourable gentleman could show reasonable cause to 
institute a committee, in order to overthrow that opinion, he ought to 
show that there were actually persons who held it. (Hear, hear, hear.)” 

The proposed cominittee, instead of aiding in the development of 
agricultural improvement, would be made a party handle by the oppo- 
nents of the corn Jaw. He did not deny the truth of many of Mr 
Cobden's propositions, as in the case of wool ; but it was the great fault 
of the school of political eeonomy to which Mr Cobden belonged, that 
it looked upon man in the abstract, and talked of his transference from 
place to place, without reference to early and local associations, family 
tics, &e,; in fact, they looked exclusively to production and forgot dis- 
tribution. The right honourable gentleman confessed once more to 
the truth of free-trade doctrines in the abstract, but then this country 
was so peculiarly burdened. 

“Nothing could be more distinct than the inquiries: whether if they 
had a new community to found, and a new commercial code to establish, 
they should introduce a protective system, and give encouragement to 
some one occupation, probably at the expense of another, and whether it 
would be proper for them, as a legislative body, composed of practical 
men, to adopt, in a country where they found a system of protection esta- 
blished, a sudden disruption of the relations between great masses of the 
people which had grown up under that system. (llear, hear.)” 

Nor did he admit that the corn law was the cause of distress,—dis- 
tress the existence of which could not be denied, ‘The question was 
not whether distress might exist coincident with a corn law, but whe- 
ther the corn law was the cause of that distress. Nor could he see 
what good result would arise from delegating an investigation into 
abstruse doctrines to a select coinmittee. Little benefit would arise 
from the inquiries of fifteen gentlemen into so comprehensive a subject 
as the condition of the agricultural population of the United Kingdom. 
The inquiry might be protracted from session to session—especially if 
the committee had a majority of protectionists on it, as Mr Cobden 
seemed willing to allow. ‘The right honourable gentleman 

“ Defied the committee to investigate the effect of ‘ protective duties 
on imports,’ without a full consideration of the different theories referrin 
to the doctrine of rent. (Loud cries of hear.) The whole question turne 
on this; what proportion went to the landlord, and what was retained by 
the farmers. On account, then, of the complicated and unsuitable nature 
of the subjects which must be investigated, he was opposed to the motion 
for a committee. [Here some noble lord of the opposition laughed.) The 
noble lord could not surely be surprised at his coming tosuch a conclusion. . . 
He was far from saying that this objection should overrule all reasons for 
inquiry. There might be valid reasons for a change, but, unless there 
were, the disadvantages necessarily attending inquiry were deserving of 
the greatest weight. The hon. gentleman asked, ‘ Do you think granting 
a committee would add to the agitation on the corn laws?’ He thought 
it would. With regard to a@itation itself—whether it was good for a state 
or not—we were peculiarly distinguished by the fact, that we could bear 
a greater quantity of agitation, without fatal detriment, than any other 
country. (A laugh, and hear, hear.) That was, as long as agitation re- 
mained on the surface; but he thought there was a strong impression that, 
however active and indefatigable the exertions of the members of the 
League were, so long as parliament and government were firm in redeem- 
ing their pledges expressed and implied, they were not to be regarded with 
serious apprehension ; and the parade and ceremonial that attended them 
were perhaps the most important part of them. (Hear, and laughter.) 
He thought it of the highest importance that confidence should be main- 
tained with regard to the intentions of the legislature, and for the sake of 
agricultural employment, for the improvement of the food of the people, 
for the sake of trade—which the hon. gentleman must admit depended in 
a great degree on the home consumers—he deprecated the appointment of 
a committee. (Cheers.)” 

Mr Hawes followed in reply to Mr Gladstone. Lord Pollington, 
Mr Scott, and Lord Worsley, opposed the motion, the latter nobleman 
bringing forward documentary evidence with the view of disproving 
Mr Cobden’s statistics —Mr Cocuranr explained that Mr Ferrand was 
detained in Yorkshire, and was not, therefore, able to be present to 
move an amendment.—Mr Currets said that, though Mr Cobden had 
not convinced him, he had made so fair a speech, that he was almost in- 
clined to vote with him, in order to show that he was not afraid of in- 
quiry ; but his vote might be misconstrued amongst his friends and 
neighbours, and he would, therefore, oppose the motion.—Mr Bro- 
thertor, Mr Villiers, Mr Bright, and Dr Bowring, spoke in favour of 
the motion. Colonel Wood, Lord Shelburne, Colonel Sibthorp, Mr 
Bankes, and Mr Newdigate, against it—Mr Hawes appealed to past 
experience, so far as trial had been made, as proof of the anticipated 
benefit of free trade, and to necessity as urgently pressing its adoption. 

“Gentlemen opposite,” he said, “ had a great horror of free trade, as the 
cause of insecurity; but let them look back twenty years in the commer- 
cial history of the country, and point out, if they could, a single instance 
to which any material approximation had been made to free-trade princi- 
ples, that had not conduced to public wealth and abundance. Such had 
been the effect of all the alterations male by Mr Huskisson, Mr Thomp- 
son, and the right hon. gentleman opposite. No doubt every alteration 
produced a certain portion of evil at the time, but this should be laid at 
the door of the protectionists, who built their house on a false foundation. 
He contended that the final effect of every change had been to increase the 
industry aud the material comforts of the people, and the revenue aud 
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moral power of the country. The late Mr Cobbett, in his Weekly Register, 
proved that the effect of a change in the corn laws would be, not to replace 
English corn by foreign corn, but to add a quantity of foreign grain to the 
insufficient supply of home-grown corn, which would be paid for by an in- 
creased export of manufactures. After all the evidence which had been 
given before poor-law committees, and handloom-weavers’ committees, 
could it be doubted that the population of this country might consume 
double the quantity they now did? If this were so, our own agriculturists 
could not with their utmost efforts increase their produce so far as to sup- 
ply the additional quantity wanted, or to give every able-bodied labourer 
a fair meal after his day’s work. Unless they could do so, they had no 
right right to tamper with starving men, or put them off with delays; and 
they were bound to allow our manufactures to be exported in increased 

uantity in order to procure a larger supply of provisions. (Hear, hear.) 
t step they had already made in this path, by letting in Irish corn 
and French or Prussian corn, had been coincident with an improvement in 
their trade. (Hear.)”’ 


Lord Poturcrox stated what he thought free trade meant, and what 


was the good of it :— 

“He must declare his opinion, that there was no greater blessing 
that people could enjoy than free trade. (Hear, hear) But, to make it 
a blessing, it was necessary that trade should be truly free, and not of that 
kind which the late president of the board of trade was so enamoured of, | 
whose reciprocity treaties introduced into this country the produce of 
others, which systematically imposed prohibiting duties on ours.”’ 

Mr Scorr said the wages of the Scotch agricultural labourers were 
more than Mr Cobden had affirmed. He denied that rent was the 
great object of the landowners; and said it was entirely to protect the 
poor man that he opposed Mr Cobden :— 

“The honourable member, Mr Cobden, had spoken as if rent were the 
sole object of the landlords in maintaining the corn law; but he (MrScott) | 
would Tike to know the proportion between the rents of landlords and the | 
profits of manufacturers (hear, hear), and the proportion between the 
wages and rent of land and the wages and profits of manufactures. ‘The 
rents of land, he believed, were pretty much the same as in 1815, while | 
produce had increased twofold; wages also had remained where they 
were. Now the produce of manufactures had increased beyond all 
imagination since that period, and he wished to know whether wages were 
the same as they then were. (Hear, hear.) Look at the wages of the 
handloom weavers and the framework knitters, and compare them with 
the wages of 1815, and then there would be a fair comparison between 

and rent, and wages and the profits of manufacturers. (Hear, hear. ) 
He believed there was no body of men who derived so small a profit from 
so large a capital as the landowners, nor any body who derived so large 
@ profit from so small a capital asthe manufacturers. The labour of the 
poor man was his capital (cheers from the opposition), and it was that 
capital honourable gentlemen sought to deprive him of. (Oh, oh.) That 
capital, however, in spite of every obloquy that might be endeavoured to 
be fixed upon him, he was determined +o preserve to the poor man. (Cheers 
from the opposition.) Honourable gentlemen might say ‘hear, hear,’ and 
he was glad of it, for it was the poor man’s interest he was advocating at 
zhat moment.” 

Mr Brornerroy narrated the proportion which the agticult yya] popu- 
lation bore to the rest of the community. The agricultural interest was 
called the paramount interest of the country :— 


“Now, he (in opposition to such a statement) would boldly assert that 
the agricultural population of this country was not one-tenth part of the 
entire population ; and that even in the agricultural counties the farmers, 
graziers, and agricultural labourers, were not one-third of the pop ulation. 
He had had an opportunity of examining into this question as far as re- 
garded twenty-three counties, and he found that the population of those 
twenty-three counties (not including the counties of Lancashire and York- 
shire) was 6,038,833. These were thus employed :— 

The number of persons engaged in trade and various 
occupations . : : ‘ ‘ ; 
Farmers, grazicrs, and agricultural labourérs 





Total number of persons employed in tweuty- 
thmeecountieas . . lw lke 
The proportion of farmers, graziers, and agricultural 
labourers, to the number of persons engaged in 
trade and other occupations : Aare 
Persons of other occupations 


27 per cent. 
73 per cent. 
100 
The proportion of persons engaged in trade and 
other occupations, as compared with the total 
population ; ; ‘ ; ‘ ; : 
The number of farmers, grazicrs, and agricultural 
labourers, per cent., as compared with the total 
population ; ‘ ‘ ; : ; 10 per cent. 
There were two-and-a-half times more persons employed in trade and 
manufactures than in agriculture in twenty-three counties, principally 
agricultural.” . 
Now, what claim was there for superior protection to agriculture on 
the ground of its being the “paramount interest?” It was not the 
paramount interest: and, as to protecting the agricultural labourer, so 
ar as he could be protected, why that was just what they wished 


26 per cent 


1° do:— 


“The honourable member for Roxburghshire declared himself to be the 
poor man’s friend, and he contended that the labourers ought to be pro- 
tected. Why that was the very thing he (Mr Brotherton) and his honour- 
able friends were endeavouring to accomplish. They maintained that the 
manufacturing and agricultural interests were really identical. The best 
protection agriculture could have was the prosperity of their customers, 
and a repeal of all restrictions on trade was the best means to obtain them 
those customers.” 

Colonel Sintnorr said he thought’ Mr Cobden should have been at 
the O'Connell dinner, of which he was advertised as a steward instead 
of confing down to the house making so unreasonable a proposition. 
He would tell the house what he thought of the League newspaper :— 

“He (Colonel Sibthorp) never read that publication. (Cheers and 
laughter.) He never disgraced his table with it. (Hear, hear, and laugh- 
ter.) It was full of falsehoods. (Loud laughter.) He said this, though 
he had never read it. (Renewed laughter.) But he had been furnished 


footpads,” and every other term it was possible for such a body to put 
forth. (Laughter.) But the%landlords, tenants, and labourers of England 
looked upon the League with the same contempt that he—an humble in- 
dividual of that house—did. (Laughter.)” 

The gallant Colonel considered that there prevailed among certain 
parties an illiberal, selfish feeling. (Cheers). He hoped not to be 
misunderstood—he alluded to an illiberal and selfish feeling among the 
manufacturers, which prevented their seeing the general interests of the 
whole body of the community. Before the infernal reform bill (laughter) 
was brought in, things went on smoothly : men were better men, better 
Christians, better subjects, and better in every respect; and most 
fortunate would it be for this country, and for every class of the people, 
if that detested measure had never been passed, (Laughter.) He was 
resolved to speak his mind as freely in the house as out of it, and should 
give the present motion his determined opposition, because he did not 
believe that it was brought forward with any other motive than to delude 
the people and to keep up excitement. (Hear, hear. ) 

Mr Viturers, following the Colonel, observed, that all the speeches 
on the ministerial side amounted to very much the same as his, though 
not so plainly spoken :— 

«“ They came all to pretty much the same conclusion ; they fully justified 
his hon. friend in bringing forward his motion; they disputed the accuracy 
of his statements, said his opinions were wrong, and if they went into com- 
mittee, the truth and nothing but the truth would be disclosed. But, for 
some reason or other, they were all afraid of supporting his motion. One 
was afraid of being misunderstood by his supporters, another by the agri- 
culturists; but who the hon. member for Lincoln could be misunderstood 
by he did not know. (A laugh.) For these various reasons, however, 
they declined to vote for the committee; although there seemed to him so 
many reasons for granting it.” 

The honourable member wished the Anti-League Society to speak 
out. He had, however,risen chiefly to bear his testimony as, to a certain 
degree, a competent witness to the terms of the motion of his honourable 
friend. It had been his misfortune to have proposed this question re- 
garding the corn laws for several years past, aud therefore he could bear 
testimony as to the manner in which that question was met, and to the 
reasons assigned for rejecting that question in every form when brought 
before the house. Any person not aequainted with the opinions and 
motives of honourable members in resisting that motion would come to 
the conclusion that the majority of that house was composed of bene- 
volent persons having no regard to their own interests, because they 
talked of the present corn law as calculated to maintain the interests of 
the tenant farmers and labourers. Thishad been the argument against his 
various motions over andover again. The president of the board of trade 
asked, “ Why except the landlord, why not include him?” Why, be- 
cause the landlord himself had excluded himself. The landlord said, 
‘Jt is no question of mine; it is not my interest.” In another place 
a noble personage had stated only last night (“ order '’)—he believed he 
was in order,—it was stated in another place, last night, that the 
landlords had not any interest in the question—that it was simply a 
tenant, and farmer, and labourers’ question, and they only came for- 
ward. (Hear, hear.) The honourable member for Somerset cheered 
that statement; what, then, was more fair than to inquire into the 
effect of these protective duties? What were protective duties but an 
impediment to commerce—a means of enhaneing the price of food, and 
a restriction on trade,—all these things tending to deprive the people of 
a sufficiency of the necessaries of life? No one denied it; he never 
heard it disputed. They did not deny that the effect of these duties 
was injurious to commerce and manufactures. When he had made a 
motion to the house that counsel should be heard at the bar on this 
subject, he remembered persons in that house then said, * We know that 
, but we tell you that there is a great 
national policy in support of those laws; it is not only a landlord's 
question but a labourer’s question, and a question of our social 
institutions.” They were bound to show that some great national good 
was eflected by these duties, where so much evil was eflected by them, 
as a ground for retaining them. Phe honourable member 
tor Stockport had brought forward evidence to show that these labourers 
were as badly off as men could be. Honourable members themselves 
were telling the house of the condition of the distressed farmer ; inquiry 
after inquiry had been made into the ground of the distress of the 
farmers. In the inquiry on this subject made in 1836, it was stated 
that the labourers were never better off. ‘That was a curious faet. It 
seemed that when these protective laws were the least operative, the 
labourers were the best off. ‘They never had food so cheap as in 1836. 
In the inquiry which then took place they had elicited from the wit- 
nesses that the labourers were never better off. He did not believe 
there was a state in Europe where the labourers were worse off, and 
their depressed condition was not confined to Dorsetshire or Devon- 
shire. He should like to know what page of the report of a committee 
of inquiry into their condition the right honourable gentleman the 
president of the board of trade could put his finger upon, showing 
that the labourers were well off. Was the present state of 
the country satisfactory? Had not the subject of constant consider- 
ation for ten or twelve years past been the condition of the labouring 
classes? However the mode in which the anxiety on this subject 
might be expressed, whether in inquiries on the poor laws, the hand- 
loom weavers, the agricultural labourers, the factory workpeople, &c., 
the opinion clearly entertained was that our population was increasing 
more rapidly than our means of employment. Would all this be 
amended by refusing inquiry and by doing nothing? ( Hear.) 

Surely, if agitation were an objectionable thing in this country, the re- 
fusal of inquiry on such a subject was a sure means for justifying that 
agitation, and promoting general and angry discontent. (Tear, hear. ) 

Mr Bayxes expressed his confidence in the government, and en- 
deauoured to show that labourers in Dorsetshire were not so badly off 
as represented. In some places they got even eleven shillings a week! 
He could show that free trade tended to ruin: — 

“When it had been asked, what class had ever been ruined by free 
trade the was induced to mention one body that was totally ruined by it— 
the silk weavers. (‘Oh!’ from the opposition.) They had said it. (Laugh- 


commerce is injured by these law 





with a few e ithets which had been culled out of that circular, such as 
“ monsters of iniquity,” “ heartless demons,” “ heartless fiends,” “ merciless 


ter.) They had never recovered from the injury they sustained, as ap- 
peared from the evidence before a committee on the subject; though, in- 
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deed, at the time it was said, what perhaps would be repeated now, that 
they should never have formed the trade which had_ been thus destroyed. 
A poor consolation, (Hear, hear.) 

Mr Baicur, alluding to the charge of conniving at incendiarism and 
popular outbreaks on the part of the League, said— 

“ The League were charged with exciting the people to violence and in- 
csurrectionaay movements, (cheers from the ministerial benches), and an 
hon. gentleman opposite, a member for one of the divisions of Warwick- 
shire, and a magistrate of the acy U had stated in and out of that house 
that he could prove certain heavy charges against certain members of the 
League. Now, that hon. gentleman was accessory to the crime which he 
alleged he could prove, if, as a magistrate, he concealed it from the right 
hon. baronet at the head of the government, and it certainly would have 
been more honourable and more becoming in him, as a magistrate and a 
member of parliament, to have laid those charges before the gover ment, 
instead of bringing them forward at a meeting where one_ side o 
allowed to be heard.” 

Asto the charge of eaciting the people, he acknowledged that they 
did, and they would It was impossible to go amongst the agricultural 
population, and advert to their condition, without exciting them. All 
the expectations and promises of all the promoters of every corn law 
since 1815 had been falsified in experience, and had only led to one 
result—the ruin of that industrious and deserving body, the tenant 
farmers of this country, ‘This was their case, 


nly was 


and to prove it or tu con- 
fute it, he asked them to go into committee and inquire into the facts 
Che honourable member went into details on the condition of th 
agricultural population, their treatment by the magistracy when con- 
victed of any offence against the game laws, and the state of the tenant 
ler the corn law. Lincolnshire was prosperous because of 
its intelligence and activity, not because of the corn law, for, if so, why 
was not Dorsetshire equally advanced? Was it wise, he asked, to up- 
hold the corn law until the pressure, from increased population and 
pauperism, ¢ ompelled them to abandon it? It had become the scorn of 
all intelligent men abroad, and the hatred of masses at home; and the 
question would come back to them again and again until every con- 
stituency should know that they satin that bouse to legislate in order 
to keep up the price of corn, and when they knew that, the injustice 
must cease, but seemingly not sooner 

Mr Newnieate rather backed out of his criminal charge against the 
League 

On a division there were—for the motion, 133; against it, 224 
jority, 91 

Importation or Sucar.—Mr M. Gissoy moved for a return show- 
ing the quantity of sugar, the produce of British possessions in Ame- 
rica, the Mauritius, and the British settlements in India, upon which 
the duty chargeable on British plantation sugar was paid; also showing 
the quantity of sugar, refined from the same, which was exported, cal- 
culating each ton of refined sugar so exported as representing 2] cwts. of 
raw sugar; also the quantity of molasses upon which duty was paid 
converted into its equivalent quantity of sugar, calculating 24 ewts. of 
molasses 


farmers un 


ma- 


to represent 9cwts. of sugar; and showing from these data 

the actual quantity of sugar retained for consumption in the united 
kingdom, in cach year, from 1830 to 1843 

Su R. Peer, presuming that the object of this motion was to 


show that he had mis-stated figures in the sugar, 
init. The motion was therefore withdrawn. 
Internationa Coryricut.—Mr Griapstone moved for a committee 
of the whole house to consider the laws relative to international copy- 
right. The present law, which was framed in 1838, related only to a 
portion of the articles which were the subjects of copyright, and since 
the late act very material alterations of the law had taken place, in con- 
sequence of which her Majesty was not at present in a situation to con- 
clude conventions with respect to copyrights with foreign powers. He 
stated that there was a prospect of such conventions being concluded 
with Prussia and the Zollverein. He asked for leave to bring in a bill 
to enable her Majesty to extend to foreigners, with certain restrictions, 
all the privileges of British subjects with regard to copyrights. The 
house then went into committee, when resolutions were passed and 
reported to the house. After which leave was given, the bill brought 


in, read a first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Fridav.— 
House adjourned. : 


‘could not acquiesce” 


Wednesday, March 13, 


During the short sitting of the house this night Mr Exrminstoys 
re-introduced hi 
Covet or Ancnes Birt.—He shortly explained the object of it thus 


“There are,” he said, “a vast variety of ecclesiastical courts (amounting 
to upwards of 309) in different parts of the country, and that an appeal 
lies from one to the other of these courts, aud afterwards to the Court of 
Arches, which latter court is the supreme ecclesiastical tribunal. For 
instance, a dissenter may be dragged before some peculiar or archdeacon’s 
court, for non-payment of church rates: having no means of escaping the 
jurisdiction, he has to go through the whole expense of a suit in this in- 
ferior court (hear, hear) : an appeal is then made to the bishop’s court: 
here, again, the same process of paying fees is to be gone through. Ulti- 
mately both parties, being dissatisfied with decisions in courts below, an 
appeal is made to the court of arches, and then it is probably discovered 
that the whole proceedings have been irregular, and the suit is quashed. 
(Hear, hear.) It may even be worse than this; for the appeals may be 
on some interlocutory matter, and then the unfortunate party has to go 
through the courts several times. (Hear, hear.) It must be obvious that 
this system causes great expense and inconvenience to the public. (Hear.)” 

The remedy proposed by the bill of the honourable member is to 
give every suitor “the power of declining the jurisdiction of the inferior 
courts, and having his cause heard in the 
which is invariably presided over by a judge, on whose learning and on 
whose judicial fitness the public can rely. At the same time,” the 
honourable member said, “if parties prefer to carry on litigation in a 
local court, I leave them at perfect liberty to do so.” 

On the suggestion of Sir J. Grauam, Mr Exrniystone consented 
to adjourn the debate on his measure for a fortnight, on the understand- 
ing that Lord Lyndhurst’s bill for improvements in. ecclesiastical law 


generally should be brought down to the lower house by government 
by that time, : 


court of archer—a court 





| land. 


a tee 

Encrosvre or Commors Bitt.—Lord Worstzy having moyed the 
second reading of his bill for the enclosure of common lands, 

Mr S. Crawrorn opposed it. He objected to the wholesale 
power which the bill would confer, in depriving the people of their 
rights of commonage, and moved that it be read a second time that day 
six months. He considered all proceedings that had hitherto been taken 
in reference to enclosing commons as 

“In their nature infringing on the interests of the poor. He would have 
no objection to the enclosure of commons,if it were done upon proper prin- 
ciples, by which the interests of the poor should be permanently benefited. 
Those enclosures should be made, not for the individual advantage of 
wealthy landowners, but should be carried on under some authority ap- 
pointed by the state, who should act as trustee for the interests of the poor. 
(Hear, hear.) It appeared to him that one of the most important objects 
which the house should hold in view at the present time towards the alle- 
viation of the distresses of the working classes, and their elevation in the 
social scale, would be to supply them with small portions of land, to assist 
in their sustenance. As an instance of the advantages which would re- 
sult from such a system, he would refer to a passage in the report of the 
allotment commissioners, where it was stated that a crop, value 5/. might 
be raised by spade labour upon an allotment of one-eighth of an acre of 

So strongly did he consider this fact, that he was firmly of opinion, 


| that whatever means might be taken to give employment to the worki 


classes, whether the corn laws were repealed or not, 1t would still be foun 


| necessary to give smal! allotments of land to the poor in various districts.” 


Colonel! SrsrHorr seconded the amendment. 


He denounced the bill 


| as most arbitrary in its principle and likely to be most expensive in its 





carrying into effect. He objected to the powers proposed to be given 
to the lords of the manor 

“He, as a lord of the manor, might profit by them, but he would scorn 
to accept a bonus upon such terms. The noble lord had stated that there 
were 1,358,419 acres of land in England, and 501,815 acres in Wales, of 
unenclosed land; but he had not stated how many of those acres could be 
properly cultivated. He had looked at the records of the house, and he 
found that from 1801 to 1835 no less than 1,919 enclosure bills had passed 
the house, and when he looked at the number of enclosure bills which had 
been passed during the last eight years, he found that no less than 2,015 
enclosure bills had passed the house since the commencement of the cen- 
tury. Then why should they now call upon them to make further enclosures 
at the public expense? Another objection which he entertained to the 
bill was, that it encroached on the right of the poor, who had no power of 
defending themselves. The bill gave the aristocracy an unfair power, and 
he was surprised that gentlemen opposite sanctioned the 140 clauses which 
composed the bill. .  . .  . He did not like to see obstructions 
thrown in the way of the rational enjoyments of the poor. (Hear, hear.) 
If it passed the second reading, he should feel bouad to divide the house 
on each of the 149 clauses of the bill. (Laughter.)” 

A discussion followed, various members supporting the bill, with 
qualification, others opposing it entirely. 

Mr Hume was averse to the deprivation of the rights of commonage, 
looking to the health of the inhabitants of populous places, and the 
general comforts of the people. 

Sir R. Perr agreed in many of the observations of Mr Hume, 
as to securing commonage for the inhabitants of all populous places; but 
pointed out that there was much of the waste land of the country which 
could be profitably enclosed under the powers of the bill, which, there. 
fore, should be allowed to go into committee, for deliberate considera. 
tion. 

Lord Woastey having replied, stating that he thought the bill could 
be made to meet the views of Mr Hume and Sir Robert Peel, and at 
the same time affect all the purposes he had in view. The house divided, 
when there were, for the second reading, 70; against it, 23; majority, 
47. Ordered to be committed that day fortnight. 

Frees to Cizaxs at Perry Sessions.—Lord Worstey moved for a 
select committee to inquire into the mode of appointment, the duties 
and the present system of remunerating the clerks to justices at petty 
sessions in England and Wales, and to report the evidence and their 
opinion thereon to the house. The noble lord said that the reasons 
which principally induced him to desire an inquiry into the operation 
of the present system of remunerating clerks to the magistrates at petty 
sessions were, that he had seen frequently stated in the public papers, 
and he had frequently found in his experience as a magistrate, that there 
was a great apparent injustice in the disproportion between the fines 
levied on persons convicted before the magistrates at petty sessions and 
the costs that accompanied those fines. (Hear, hear.) It often hap. 


| pened that persons were brought before magistrates for small offences— 


such, for instance, as stealing part of a fence, or committing a trifling 
issault—and in those cases the magistrates would be anxious to inflict 


| a small punishment, such as would be effected by a trifling fine; but 


| 1d., and costs lls. 6d.; in another case, fine 2d., and costs 11s. 6d. 


they saw that a fine of two shillings and sixpence, or five shillings, would 
often inflict a much heavier punishment than the magistrates would de- 
sire to inflict, by the addition of fees and costs to an extent that in many 
cases obliged those persons to go to prison in default of payment. His 
lordsbip narrated cases of great hardship and injustice which had come 
to his knowledge under the present system :— 

“In Cardiff county gaol a man was imprisoned for non-payment of 
costs, amounting to 1/. 7s. 6d., when the fine was only a shilling. In 
another case, the costs on as small a fine were 2/.; and in another case the 
costs on a very small sum were 3/. 10s. In a hundred in the county of 
Hertford, a man who was fined 2d., was charged with fees amounting to 
14s, 6d., and was sent to prison for non-payment of that sum. The costto 
the county of sending him to gaol was l/. 4s. 6d., and the expense of wee 
ing him in gaol was 2s, 44d. a day, so that the whole expense to the 
county from the infliction of a fine of 2d., with costs of 14s. 6d., was no less 
than 3/. 14s. 44d. Thus, in one case, there were costs of 14s. 6d. added to 
a fine of 2d.; in another the fine was 3d., and costs 14s.; in another, fine 
Again, 
a case of a fine of ls. 2d., costs 18s. 6d.; and costs no less than 14s. 6d. 
were added in another case to a fine of 1d. He saw also a case where the 
fine was 2d., and costs 16s. 6d. In another instance a party suffered im- 
prisonment for three weeks in default of payment of the fine and costs, 
He could multiply such cases if necessary, but those he had referred to 
were sufficient to show the disproportion in many cases between the fines 
and the costs. and the great suffering such a system must inflict. (Hear.)” 


His lordship observed that that was a great evil, and one that might 
be avoided by adopting a different system of paying the clerks. If they 
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were paid regular salaries out of the county rates he believed the system 
would work better. He believed many of the clerks were honourable 
men: however the tendency of a system under which they were paid 
from fees must naturally be to increase the number of summonses. It 
was high time that an alteration should be made in the system, and this 
mode of paying the clerks would effect that alteration. If there was a 
fixed salary allowed them, they would have no interest in the increase 
of business at their courts. —Mr P. Howaxp seconded the motion ; and 
the question being put, Mr M. Surron represented that the subject was 
under consideration in the home office, whereupon Lord Worstry 
consented to withdraw his motion. 

Crown Lanps 1x New Sourn Wares.—Mr Scorr moved for the 
production of certain papers, relative to the condition of licensed occu- 
piers of crown lands in New South Wales, with a view to establish 
their claim to the pre-emption of the lands they held and had im- 
proved. Motion agreed to.—House adjourned. 

Thursday, March 14. 

Tue Arrarrs or Greece were brought under the attention of the 
house by Mr Cocuranr, who moved for copies of correspondence that 
had passed between this country, France, and Russia, in regard to them. 
He adverted to the favourable reception which had been given to the 
constitution proposed there; and, after an encomium on the character 
and ability of Sir E. Lyons, he inquired what course the government 
intended to take respecting the loan, and respecting that article of the 
constitution which required that the successor to the throne should be a 
member of the Greek church, and which he regarded as inconsistent 
with the treaty of 1832? He considered himself open to no imputation 
of inconsistency for vindicating at once legitimacy and constitutional 
government, and expresssed his warm sympathy with the rising fortunes 
of Greece. 

Sir R. Pegr agreed to the motion, understanding that government 
should be at liberty to withhold certain passages in the documents to 
be produced which might be detrimental to the public service. He 
had given his aid to the settlement of a limited monarchy, and would 
continue to do so, but it would not be expedient to produce details at 
this moment ; and it was clear that any attempt to coerce the deli- 
berations of the authorities in Greece would endanger the permanence 
of the constitution which they might adopt. On the subject of the 
loan, he begged to excuse himself for the present from any statement 
upon that subject, considering the peculiar circumstances through 
which Greece was now passing. 

Lord Patmerston expressed his general approval of what had fallen 
from Sir Robert, and the motion was agreed to. 

Criminat JurispicTion iy THE Levant.—Mr Mixyrs called attention 
to the unsatisfactory and undefined state of criminal law in the Levant. 
—The circumstance was admitted on the part of government, and also by 
Lord Palmerston, though a remedy was difficult.—Sir R. Pers felt, 
however, that something ought to be done, and stated that inquiries had 
been addresssed to Sir Stratford Canning, to which he expected an 
answer in a few weeks. As soon as that answer should arrive, the 
government would lose no time in devising some remedy. 

Progzate axp Lecacy Dutixes.—Mr Exruixstonr moved—* That this 
house do resolve itself into a committee of the whole house, on an 
early day, for the purpose of taking into consideration the Acts 36 Geo. 
II], c. 52, 45 Geo. IIT, c. 28, 48 Geo. ITI, c. 149, and 55 Geo. ITI, 
c. 184, with the view of imposing the same amount of probate duty on 
real estate, as is now in similar cases imposed on personal property ; 
and, likewise, of considering the expediency of imposing a probate duty 
in all cases on the death of the cestui que trust (whether the trust pro- 
perty be realty or personalty); in order to substitute such proposed 
probate duty on real estate for some of those taxes which now press 
most heavily on the productive industry of the people.” 

The motion was seconded by Mr Tretawny; and the Cuancetior 
of the Excurquer having resisted the motion, the Srzaxrr intimated 
that there were technical doubts which rendered it questionable whe- 
ther the motion were regular. Some further conversation ensued ; and 
Sir R. Peer pointed out the great importance of adhering to esta- 
blished rules with respect to taxation. The motion, after some discus- 
sion, was withdrawn, the understanding being that it should be brought 
forward in a less doubtful form on Tuesday next. 

Dveviinc.—Mr Turner then moved a resolution condemnatory of 
the practice of duelling, that it is immoral in tendency, brings into con- 
tempt the law of the country, is contrary to the divine command, and 
ought to be abolished.—Mr Ewarr seconded the motion in a very thin 
house.—Mr Cowrrnr also censured duelling, and recommended the in- 
stitution of a court of honour, in order to adjudicate upon all those 
differences for which the practice was the general solution. Most 
persons, he said, who fought duels did so with regret or aversion, and 
were mainly actuated by a fear of the ridicule of society. 

Sir R. Peet was unwilling to have the house pledged to abstract 
propositions. He would rather, he said, that Mr Turner introduced a bill 
on the subject; but he carefully guarded himself from being committed 
to the details of such a bill until he had seen the whole of it, and had 
made up his mind on every one of its items or clauses. He was not, he 
said, favouruble to the constitution of a court of honour, which 
he doubted and feared was adverse to the existing usages of society. 

Lord Robert Grosvenor, Mr Hume, Mr Plumptre, Mr Warburton, 
Mr Brotherton, and Sir J. Dyce Ackland, all expressed themselves 
strongly against duelling, but advised Mr Turner to withdraw his 
motion, which, even if carried, would not amount to law or do any 
good, which the discussion to which it had given rise would not do. 
Mr Turner accordingly withdrew his motion, and promised to bring in 
a bill. 

Tur Toxacco Trave.—On the motion of Mr Hume, the following 
committee was appointed to inquire into this subject: —Mr Hume, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr Parker, Mr Villiers, Mr Colquhoun, 
Viscount Sandon, Mr Beckett, Mr Ewart, Mr Young, Mr Smythe, Dr 
Bowring, Mr H. Hinde, Sir C. Douglas, Mr Alderman Humphery, 
and Mr Darby. The other business before the house was not impor- 
tant. The house adjourned, 





MISCELLANEA. 


Toven Jon !—The Worcester Palladium (an American paper) says, 
—* A convention for reorganizing the human family, correcting the 
abuses that have been creeping into it for 6,000 years, and preparing 
it for a new and better start on the march of existence, is in session 
to-day at our town hall.” 

Mora. Rervections.—Perseverance and industry will ultimately 
obtain life's leg of mutton, be the pole on which it is elevated ever so 
greasy ; and the carefully soaped tail of the pig of prosperity seldom 
eludes the grasp of well-directed assiduity.— Punch. 

Water Companies anp Cuear Barus.—A correspondent of the 
Liverpool Mercury gives a good hint. He says,—‘ As the water com- 
panies divide most handsome profits among their proprietors—profits 
the most exorbitant—by the very simple process of excessively charg- 
ing the inhabitants of the town, I propose that they erect warm-water 
baths, to be supplied by the condensing water of their engines, at no 
more than a penny a head.” 

Apvice To Desrors.—Remember to give strict orders that you 
will not be “at home” for some time—especially to any top-boots, or 
blue-bags, for you may find, after proposing to read your creditors’ 
bills that day six months, that in the event of your endeavouring to 
make a motion in favour of Boulogne, the sheriff will walk in and 
divide the house with you—Punch's Almanach. 

GRAMMAR IN THE Back Woops.—* Class in. grammar may come on 
the floor. Now, John, commence.” ‘ All the world is in debt.” ‘ Parse 
world.” World is a general noun, common metre, objective case, and 
governed by Miller.” “ Very well, Sam, parse debt.” “ Debt is a 
common noun, impressive mood, and dreadful case.” “'Thatlldo, Read 
the next sentence.” ‘ Boys and girls must have theirplay.” ‘ Philip, 
parse boys.” “ Boys is a particular noun, singular number, laughable 
case, and agrees with girls.” “The next.” “ Boys is a mascular 
noun, inferior number, conjunctive mood, and belongs to the girls, 
with which it agrees.’ “ School is dismissed.” 

Tue Oriain oF “ Deviv’s Dust.” —Ferrand has not even the merit of 
being original. All that he has said of the manufacturers of this day 
was said before by Cobbett, of the great father of the present premier. 
Thus writes Cobbett in his Cottage Economy :—*'The dress of tiie 
country girl is showy and flimsy. But are they less -pretty, 
when their dress is plain and substantial, than they are when shown 
off in the frail fabric of Sir Robert Peel, ‘when tawdy colours strive 
with dirty white ?’ Are they prettiest when they come through 
the wet and dirty, safe and neat, or when their draggled dress is plas- 
tered to their backs by a shower of rain? . . Pitt’s false money, 
Peel’s flimsy dresses, &c. &e.  . But, as the fat of the adder is, 
as is said, the antidote to its sting, so in the son of the great worker 
of spinning jennies, we have, thanks to the procters and doctors of 
Oxford, the author of that bill, before which this false, this flashy, this 
flimsy, this rotten system will dissolve as one of his father’s pasted 
calicoes does at the sight of the washing tub.”—Pp. 119, 120. 

Tne Best Hovsewirr.—The fireside virtues are not properly cul- 
tivated by a mere housewife. 

“ Well ordered home man’s chief delight to make,” 

is a task which the accomplished woman can alone efficiently pertorm ; 
she alone can make her fireside a scene of happiness and improvement 
to all who approach it ; she alone can clearly show her children that 
the paths of wisdom and virtue are also those of pleasantness and 
peace ; she alone will be as able and as solicitous to aid their mental 
development as to care for their physical comfort. All that unshackled 
self-dependence, all that freedom and elasticity of mind which social 
independence and equality alone can thoroughly bestow, are not only 
favourable, but almost necessary to the right performance of those 
duties. Taking the phrase in its proper sense, we believe that the 
best and noblest of women will always find their greatest delight in 
the cultivation of the domestic virtues.—Mrs Hugo Reid's Plea for 
Woman. 

Sream-Boar VrntTiIratron.—One ot the Addiscombe professors, 
Lieutenant Cook, R.N., F.R.S., has invented a method of ventilating 
steam boats, which promises fair to add materially to the comfort of 
passengers by these vessels. Those who have merely crossed the 
Channel, especially by night in boisterous weather, are well aware of 
the impurity of the air which passengers, however delicate, are under 
the disagreeable necessity of inhaling, and which of itself is quite 
enough to produce sickness ; but in a hot climate, the evil is of still 
greater magnitude. Even in large steam boats, invalid passengers 
have been fairly driven upon deck in the night from the lower cabins, 
finding it impossible to remain in suchanatmosphere. The evil being 
universally admitted, it remains to be seen how far the remedy will be 
applied, should it in practice prove as efficient as in principle it appears 
to be sound. A cylinder, in whicha solid piston moves air-tight, has two 
valves at each end ; through one, opening inwards, fresh air is admitted 
into a vacuum: which is, by the next action of the piston, forced 
through the other valve at the same end, opening outwards into tubes, 
and by these conveyed to every cabin upon each deck ; while the hot, 
or foul air, is at the same time drawn off from these cabins into a 
vacuum above the piston, through a valve opening inwards, from 
whence it is finally ejected through the fourth valve, opening outwards 
into the open air. ‘The effect produced will, of course, depend upon 
the size of the cylinder, and this upon the size of the vessel. One two 
feet in diameter, the piston having a two-feet stroke, with tubes and 
valves sufficiently large, would force in about 100 cubic feet, or above 
600 gallons, of fresh air (drawing off the some quantity of impure air) 
every minute! Large steam boats might have two cylinders. ‘The 
machinery may in aninstant be disconnected, so as to cease from acting. 
The fresh air would be conveyed in a regular stream, and not be 
intermitting in its effects. 

Tue Noxious INFLUENCE oF Smoxe.—In the voluminous report on 
smoke, lately made to the House of Commons, by a select committee, 
some curious facts are mentioned ; for example, Mr Chandler, an ex~ 
tensive camellia grower at Wandsworth, states, that on account of the 
great increase of chimnies from manufactories in that vicinity, plants 
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which formerly might be handled without any bad effect, now soil the 
hands to a great extent. Among other plants which formerly flou- 
rished but will not now grow in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
are China roses, rhododendron hirsutum, rhododendron virginium, and 
many others of the prettiest varieties now quite extinct. Mr Anderson, 
the curator of the Physic Gardens at Chelsea, testifies to the noxious 
effects of what he calls the “ bitter smoke,” upon the trees of that es- 
tablishment, particularly on evergreens and on the two magnificent 
cedars which have so long been an ornament to the gardens, and form 
a very conspicuous object from the river. It appears that the sooty 
particles are attracted to and attached by the resinous exudations of 
the leaves, while the large surface of the foliage above prevents their 
being washed away by the rains, so that the functional action of the 
leaves is disturbed, if not entirely destroyed. 








~ GORRESPONDENGE AND ANSWERS TO INQUIRIES. 


In consequence of the qreat additional claim created on our space this weck by 
the reports of the important discussions in parliament, the usual digest of 
metropolitan and provincial news will be found in the latter end of our paper. 

The great press of parliamentary and other matter precludes the possibility of 
our inserting several communications, or of replying to some queries this week. 
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The opinion gains ground in commercial circles, that there is 
an intention entertained to reduce the duty on free-labour 
foreign sugar, and during the present week some considerable 
transactions in Manilla sugars have taken place in anticipation 
thereof. It must, however, be borne in mind, that whatever 











change may be proposed when Ministers bring forward their | 


financial scheme, if they deal with foreign sugar, other 
than Brazilian, in a more favourable way, such regulations can- 
not take effect until the expiry of our treaty with Brazil in 
November next,—for we are bound by that treaty to admit their 
sugars on the most favoured terms given to any other foreign 
country. While we are quite disposed to think, and have more 
than two months ago expressed that opinion, that such a mea- 
sure will be proposed, we do not. believe that it will be such as 
materially to alter the present relative value in bond, of foreign 
and colonial sugar, nor, indeed, of foreign free and slave-labour 
sugar. In the first place, we believe that a difference in the 
rates of duty between colonial and free-labour sugar will be 
maintained nearly, if not quite, as high as is at present opera- 
tive ; the operative difference at this time, as we have before 
observed, is greater than usual, being about per ewt.; 
whereas it is more frequently only 12s. Now suppose that 
Ministers were to follow the example of the late Government, 
and, though altering the actual duties, were to establish a dif- 
ference of 12s. per cwt. between colonial and 
sugar, we think it can easily he demonstrated that even 
in that case the relative value in bond of free and 
slave-labour sugar would not be changed. ‘The production 
of Java sugar imported into Holland is now upwards of 
1,300,000 cwts., and if to that we add the produce of Manilla, 
Siam, China, &c., we make up a quantity of 1,500,000 ewts. of 
free-labour sugar, which would no doubt be directed to this mar- 
ket instead of Holland ; and that country would take its supplies 
from Brazil, Cuba, and other slave-owning countries. We should, 
in short, create a vacuum in Holland, which would be instantly 
supplied with slave-grown sugar. The effect of our abstracting 
from the present continental supply so large a quantity as above 
stated, would certainly create so much more demand for other 
sugar not adinitted here, for continental consumption, as to 
raise the price as high as the free-labour sugar subject to the 
new differential duty here. In short, we should not be able to 
take into use all the free-labour sugar which could be supplied 
at that rate of duty ; part would still require to be sold im the 
open markets of Europe, and, therefore, there would be no diffe- 
rence of price between free and slave-labour produce. 

Speaking speculatively, there may be so many other causes to 
influence the price of sugar between this and November, and the 
relative supply of foreign generally and colonial, that it is im- 
possible to speak with any certainty as to what change the mea- 
sure may produce ; but suppose all other things in the saime 
proportionate position as at this moment, then we anticipate no 
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change in the relative price of free and slave-grown sugar from | jy, France, than in that unhappy country. 
| ject we would remark, that a considerable error generally pre- 


the measure. There is just one point which must be borne in 
mind, and which may at first give an advantage to free-labour 
sugar: there is no doubt that the lower duty would only apply 
to the produce of foreign countries imported direct to this coun- 
try, and as there will not be sufficient time from the passing of 
the measure till November, when it may take effect to allow any 
important quantity of Java produce to be directed to this covn- 
try, the small quantity of frec-labour sugar then on hand here, 
and the earliest arrivals may bring rather better prices. 

In the produce market generally during the week there has 
been less activity, and speculation seems suspended. 
however, are well maintained. 

In the Euglish wool market, since the Bristol fair, there has 
been greater flatness than for some time ; but during the pre- 


Prices, 





free-labour | 





sent week there has been a better demand for foreign wools, at 
prices a trifle improved. In the cotton market there is consider- 
able flatness, with a slight reduction of price ; but the accounts 
from all the manufacturing districts continue uniformly good, 
and we know of no element either in supply or consumption 
which induces us to think that the present prices of all the leading 
raw materials will not be maintained. We lave always said 
there would be slight reactions and oscillations in price, but the 
general tendency will be firmness throughout the year.—(See 
our usual Commercial Report.) 


RAILWAY AND SHARE MARKET, 

Fripay Evenrnc.—This being the usual settling day, it turns 
out that a larger amount of business has been done than at any 
period,—at least since 1835. Indeed, there appears to be more 
continuous and persevering activity in this than in any other of 
our great markets. During the week there have been numerous 
slight fluctuations of prices, just suflicient to induce a great 
amount of jobbing ; but generally, shares are now firm, and 
without any reduction upon last week. 

To-day has appeared a prospectus of a new rival line to the 
Chester and Holyhead, called the “ North Wales and Dublin 
Railway and Harbour Company.’’ It is proposed that this line 
shall go from Chester in the same direction as the Holyhead 
line, to the forty-first mile ; then keeping near the sea board, 
with but a trifling variation from a level, it terminates at the 
western side of the bay formed by the Great and Little Ormes 
Hlead, in the locality of which is one of our best harbours of 
refuge. ‘he distance of the Holyhead line is 84 miles; that of 
the Ormes Hlead line 46 miles. 

During the week there have been two new lines proposed from 
Carlisle to Edinburgh, one starting from Gilsland station, on the 
Carlisle and Neweastle line, and, we suppose, proceeding across the 
moors, down the valley of Liddlesdale and Sletrigg, to Hawick. 

The other proceeds from Carlisle in the same direction as the 
** Caledonian” line, but sooner diverging to the right ; from the 
causes mentioned last week, there is a very decided feeling in 
favour of the Caledonian line in the market. Indeed, we may 
say, that the other two are scarcely entertained. ‘The best evi- 
dence we can give of the favour with which the Caledonian line 
is entertained, is that the great established north-west lines 
between here and Lancaster, have offered to take 12,000 of the 
entire 36,000 shares proposed. 

At this time, when the old lines of railways have began to 
take extensive interests in newly-projected lines, it becomes 
a subject of some interest in what way they propose to 
raise the means for so doing. The Grand Junction Company 
are preparing to create new shares for the purpose of absorbing 
the portion of the Lancaster and Carlisle line which they took ; aud 
it is supposed that the other companies will follow their example, 
and that this will become the established practice in such cases, 
in preference to raising money in any other way. At first sight 
this practice might appear to introduce a new element 
of risk into the old-established lines, and in some slight 
degree tend to reduce their value, as all the incidents and 
risks attendant on the new lines are so far incorporated into 
them. But when we consider that such interests are only taken 
in lines the extension of which tend to the further development 
and traflic of the old-established lines, and that the present is a 
peculiarly favourable time for such extensions, we are rather 
disposed to look at these acts as a further ultimate guarantee of 
success to the old lines. 

There is a good deal of interest excited by the frequent men- 
tion of Irish railways by Sir Robert Peel and other members 
of the Government. There can be little doubt that nothing would 
add more to the value of property, or tend to the amelioration 
of Ireland, than to be intersected with good lines of railways. 
In the first place, the employment they would afford would do 
much good, aud when finished, the facility of conveying agricul- 
tural produce to the chief ports on the east coast, would be of 
most material benefit. There is something in the systematic 
arrangements of railways, which has a good tendency in every 
country ; and their influence in teaching people to appreciate 
time has also a good effect. The line proposed from Dublin to 
Cashel is the most favourite one in the market ; but we cannot 
but say that capitalists look with considerable distaste to Irish 
investment. It is indeed a melancholy fact, that money is 
much more readily subscribed to carry out national undertakings 
When on this sub- 


vails as to the cost of labour in making railways in Lreland ; 
wages by the day, it is true, are cheap cnough, but experience 
proves that by the piece the English bankers can work cheaper 


| than even the Irish labourers who come here, and who are de- 


| cidedly the best portion. 


In French railways the fluctuations have been considerable 


| during the week, but to-day they leave off firmly at prices fully 
| equal to the highest former rates. 


In the share market there has been considerable speculation 
during the week, Money continues very abundant, though to- 


day there has been more demand than for some time, and as high 
a rate of interest as 2 per cent. has been given for short periods 
‘in the consol market, 
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POLITICAL. 

The debate of the week in Parliament has, undoubtedly, 
been that raised by Mr Cobden on Tuesday night. High as 
that gentleman’s reputation already is, it cannot but be enhanced 
by the speech with which he introduced a motion that night for 
a select committce to inquire into the effects of protection upon 
tenant farmers and farm labourers. “ He stated his case,” the 
Times says, ‘* with singular temper and discretion.” “Its truth,” 
the leading Journal goes on to say, “is all the more evident, 
perhaps, from the circumstance of the speaker not having suc- 
ceeded in imparting to it much argumentative effect. Truth 
seems all the truer from being nakedly stated.” It was, in fact, 
a masterly effort. It has been felt so everywhere. The mono- 
polists, driven from their last shift and subterfuge, can now only 
hope for peace in silence. They will have no inquiry! They 
deny that the labourers about them are dwelling in wretched 
hovels, and are living with wives and families upon nine, eight, 
seven, and some of them even sir shillings a week, They de ny 
that the farmers are not rich and prosperous; and declare that 
they themselves do not make half the profits out of their land 
that the manufacturers do out of their capital and the applica- 
tion of their skill and industry; but they will have no inguiry ! 
—no inquiry !!—no inquiry!!! Weadmit they were placed on 
the horns of a dilemma. ‘To have granted the inquiry would 
have been surely preparing for their defeat. But what is the 
inference from their refusing it? Why, it is too obvious to re- 
quire to be named. They will be told of it, however, again and 
again. It will be rung in their ears till monopoly is no more. 

The subject of duelling has twice occupied the attention of the 
Commons during the week ; first on Tuesday night more imme- 
diately with reference to the late duel between Lieutenant 
Munro and Lieutenant-Colonel Fawcett, and the consequences 
of that duel ; and the second time on Thursday, in consequence of 
Mr Turner bringing forward a motion, the effect of which, if 
carried, would have been to pledge the House to the opinion that 
the practice of fighting in single combat is illegal, immoral, dis- 
graceful, and foolish. But it was not carried, and the House is 
ef no such opinion. Ministers have withheld the usual allow- 
ance given to the widows of officers from Mrs Faweett, not be- 
cause they eondemn duels generally, but from “ peculiar circum- 
stances” connected withthat duel. Ifthose peculiar circumstances 
are as hinted at, we by no means blame them for their conduct, 
harsh as it does appear. But we could have wished to seea 
manly denunciation of this barbarous practice coming from both 
sides, and from every member of the house. So far is that from 
being likely to be the case, however, for some time to come, that 
it is certain one half of the “honourable” gentlemen are ready 
to turn out to Wimbledon Common any day that they faney 
themselves slighted, and take their chance of shooting a fellow- 
creature, or being shot, as may happen. Only it appears that 
brothers-in-law are not to fight with impunity with each other. 
Well, that is something gained. If Mr ‘urner’s proposal 
to make the survivor’s meaus liable in payment of the debts of 
the party killed, were made law, in the next place, we belicve, 
afurther step would be taken in the right direction. Solvent | 
persons, as Sir Robert Peel said, would then be chary of fighting. 
Duelling with such an arrangement and a healthy state of pub- 
lic feeling would be confined, as it ought to be, to bankrupts 
and bad men. Already people begin to think that it is a poor 
honour that can only be guarded by pistol aud shot ; and they 
are very second-rate gentlemen indeed who would now resort to, 
or at least defend, such a remedy. 

On Thursday night Mr Elphinstone moved for a committee to 
consider the Probate Duty Acts, with a view to impose that duty 
upon real estate. It appears that the large sum of 67,000,000/. 
sterling has been derived from probate duty upon personal 
property alone, since the commencement of the present century. 
From real property there has been derived that sum which figures 
largely in Punch—namely, 0! The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
hit upon a notable expedient for quashing the discussion of such 
a proposition. ‘‘ He doubted whether it was regular in form !”’ 
Sir Robert Peel considered it most important that the point of 
form should be spoken to first. ‘The staid (Whig) Speaker “ re- 
collected no precedent of such a motion in the present form,” 
and by one means or another the discussion on a great question 
of taxation and equal justice was stopt short at its very com- 
mencement. It was not so that the bill of indemnity to law- 
breaking gamblers was treated. But that bill had for its object 
to save certain members of the legislature from paying debts 
which they justly owed. Mr Elphinstone’s measure is to make 
them bear theirown share of the expenses of the state. The 
difference of the two objects accounts for the different methods 
of treatment. 

Lord Worsley’s Bill for the Enclosure of Waste Lands was read 
a second time on Wednesday night. It meets with a heteroge- 
neous, but very determined, opposition. Before it goes into com- 
mittee we shall have something to say of the measure, which 
does not seem too well understood on cither side of the house. 
Waste lands ought to be cultivated. 





In the House of Lords, the Earl of Radnor has succeeded in 





causing Lord Feversham te withdraw his libellous and unfounded 
charges against the League, made at the late Yorkshire meet- 


ing, and what cannot be reckoned of less importance, he has 
induced the Duke of Richmond to explain why it is that there 
has been little discussion allowed at any of the meetings in the 
country, got up by the monopolists. His Grace said, that the 
farmers (by be he meant the /andlords,—a trick, which from 
the frequency of its repetition is now becoming stale), “ did not 
want the corn law to be discussed.” A morning paper, remark- 
ing on this, says very happily—‘‘ We are half disposed to agree 
with the Duke of Richmond. At all events, we are inclined to 
think the time not far distant when the public at large will be 
willing to adopt the duke’s declaration, with a slight improve- 
ment, and cry ‘the corn law does not any longer want to be 


d 


discussed,—it wants to be abolished.’ ” 





MISCELLANIES OF TRADE. 

ENGLAND anp Swirzertanp.—A Berne journal says—“ The direct 
annual imports from England into the canton of Berne are valued as 
follow :—Spun cotton, 1,200 quintals. worth 79,000f.; woollen tissues, 
330,000f. ; other mixed tissues, 170,000f. ; spun hemp, 3,500 quintals, 
worth 400,000f. ; spun wool, 40,000f. ; hardware, 25,000f. ; ironmongery, 
56.000f. ; tin, 2,000f. ; castings, 12,000f.—-giving a total of 1,107,0001 

Wry sHoutp tHe Duty oy TEA BE Repvcen?—* At this time there 
is in the bended warehouses hundreds of chests of musty damaged 
rubbish, imported as tea, independent of large quantities of spurious 
leaf, sold as tea at the public sales, and some even at the low price ot 
id. per Ib., all of which will find its way into the teapot, and further, 
into the stomachs of her Majesty's loyal subjects, to the great detri- 
ment of their healths, against the use of the genuine and refreshing 
beverage of congou and souchong tea, which has so long and so de- 
servedly met the encouragement of a discriminating taste, to the great 
advancement of the health of the nation, and the improvement of its 
revenue, now amounting to four millions sterling annually ; and I feel 
confident that a reduction of duty on tea, from its present exorbitant 
charge of above 200 per cent. on cost price, must very shortly be made 
—ay, even as early as the 5th of April next, as it is impossible, in my 
opinion, for Sir Robert Peel, or any other man who may then hold the 
situation of prime minister, to resist the appeal which has been made 
by the East India and China Association for an immediate reduction 
in the duty on tea, which now pays 2s. 2d. per lb., to at least 1s. 6d. 
per lb., if not 1s. per lb.; and when it is taken into account that with 
a reduction in duty an increase in the consumption may be fairly cal- 
culated upon—say from forty millions of pounds now paying duty 
annually, to sixty millions of pounds, the loss in revenue will be but 
trifling in amount, whilst the benefits to the manufacturing and trading 
interests of the country, as the Chinese can only take your manufac- 
tures by your taking their tea, will be immensely carried forward, and 
the comforts of the British public, the industrious part, the middle and 
great consumers of tea, promoted.— 





laborious classes, who are the 
Correspon lent of Mi rning Chronicle. 





iO THE EDITOR OF THE ECONOMIST 

Sir,—In the Morning Chronicle of the 6th instant, a table appeared 
exhibiting the various rates of duty payable on Brazilian sugar in the 
markets of Europe, and in that of the United States of North America, 
from which Mr Labouchere quoted in his speech in the House of Com- 
mons, with which he prefaced his motion for ‘An address to her 
Majesty on the great importance to this country of our trade with 
Brazil, and praying the adoption of measures calculated to maintain 
and improve our commercial relations with that empire.”” We sub 
join a transcript of that table, as it places in a proper point of view 
the impolitic and illiberal conduct of this country, or rather of its go- 
vernment, towards one of our best customers for our cotton, linen, and 
woollen manufactures, hardware, carthenware, iron, lead, tin, and cop- 
per, and articles made thereof. 

The debates in parliament and discussions of the press on so inte- 
resting and important a subject have exhibited it in different points of 
view ; but I am astonished we should apply such a screw on our com- 
mercial relations with that rising country, as the table referred to 
shows we do, and this in direct opposition to the doctrines promulgated, 
not only by the head of the existing government, but likewise by the 
political economist whom he generally consults (Mr M‘Culloch), and 
by the two best informed officials belonging to the Board of Trade 
(Mr M‘Gregor and Mr Porter). 

Sir Robert asserts “that we should / wy at the cheapest and sell at the 
dearest market.” Mr M‘Culloch contends “ that no merchant wil! pur- 
chase any article of foreign produce unless he can pay for it by another 
home-made of less value,” and asserts “that our imports should exceed 
our exports, to render our commerce profitable in a national point of 
view,” and that, consequently, the returns annually presented to parlia- 
ment by the Board of Trade, from the Inspector-General of the Cus- 
toms’ office,; must be erroneous as to the balances they exhibit in our 
favour. In proof of this hypothesis, he appeals to the circumstance of 
“no such accumulation of the precious me tals having taken place in this coun- 
try, as would infallibly have been the case were those returns correct, 
and the balances of ti ade exhibited thereby actually realized.” Import, 
therefore, says the learned professor, to any extent, and exports will 
be sure to folle ww. 


Mr M'Gregor and Mr Porter both contend “that a diminution of 


duties leads to increased consumption, and to an augmentation of revenue.” 
In despite of this phalanx of testimony in favour of encouraging and 
increasing our trade with every country, but more particularly so with 
such countries as Brazil, which cannot pay the difference between the 
cost of their imports from, and value of their exports to, this country, 
but remain indebted to our exporters to the tune of five millions (ac- 
cording to the statement put forth by the junior clerks and aspirants 
to politico-economico fame at the Board of Trade, through the usual 
medium for obloquy and detraction of Brazil and everything Brazilian) 
—in despite of all those first-rate authorities in favour of receiving the 
products of Brazil direct, in return for our manufactures, those “ Young 
Board of Traders” put forth a contrary doctrine, embracing the con- 
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vex of the proposition, and by impeding imports would prevent exports— 
thus telling Sir Robert that he must not encourage imports, because 
our exports already amount to more than the Brazilians can pay fur in any 
other manner or by any other means than a sale of their produce. I have 
heard of the argumentum ad hominem, but this appears to be an argu- 
mentum ad mulierem, if not ad absurdum! 

IT am not going to take for granted the assertion that Brazil owes 
England five millions for goods sold and not paid for, although it is 
no doubt true that British manufactures and produce are sold in Brazil 
at a credit, but not of two or three years, as “ the cock that crows in the 
orn” announces—for our exports for the last three years, viz.— 


In 1840, being ‘ , ° 2,625,853 
In 1841 ‘ , ‘ 2,556,554 
And in 1842 “ : . 1,756,805 


£6,939,212 

very little exceed the five millions stated as debt. Now, it is very un- 
likely, indeed, that only 1,939,212/. of those goods should have been 
paid for, either in produce, or in money to purchase produce with. 
The Board of Trade aspirants should have consulted the merchants of 
London and Liverpool, and the manufacturers of Manchester, Leeds, 
Halifax, Glasgow, and Birmingham, ere they made such an assertion. 
The shipowners, &c., of London, Liverpool, Hull, Glasgow, &c., could 
have better informed them. 

The fact is, that our merchants and manufacturers trading with 
Brazil, being prohibited from importing her sugar and rum for 
consuimption, or coffee, cocoa, and other articles, the produce of that 
empire, by the exorbitant duties levied thereon in this country, are com- 
pelled to consign them to their correspondents at Hamburg, Bremen, 
Trieste, Geneva, Naples, Leghorn, Ostend, Antwerp, and St Peters- 
burg, where the duties are comparatively insignificant, for sale and returns, 
thus remaining certainly longer in advance ; but the delay thus occa- 
sioned must not be placed to the Irazilian purchaser's account, but to 
that of the British government. Our shipping sutter heavy losses in 
consequence, for of fifty vessels that take their departure annually 
from Liverpool for Rio de Janeiro, scarce one returns direct, and that 
one not half Jaden, bringing, perhaps, a little rosewood, some mineral 
specimens, and a few exotic plants. ‘The remainder are obliged to 
proceed to Bahia, Maranham, or Pernambuco, in search of back freights 
(where they are frequently disappointed),—-to go round Cape Horn, 
or proceed to the Cape of Good Hope, in hallast, on their way to India 
or Australia. Reduce the tariff on Brazilian sugar, coffee, and cocoa, 
those vessels would return direct, and thus, by making two or three voyages 
instead of one, the proprietors of the ships would be materially bene- 
fited, those of the London and Liverpool docks reap an advantage, 
and the revenue itself experience an increase. 

There is another “ fact’ which will tend to disprove, if not falsify, 
the assertion that five millions of British goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise remain owing for in Brazil, and that is, the remittances made on 
Paris and Hamburg by English houses and agents in Rio de Janeiro 
to their partners and principals in the United Kingdom, on account of 
goods sold, as likewise in gold dust, ingots, and coins, besides the re- 
mittances from the continental ports above mentioned for the net 
proceeds of the cargoes sent there. It is not impossible but some of 
our merchants, in consequence of the low rate of exchange between 
the two countries, may prefer investing a part of the proceeds of their 
sales in the government securities, or in discounting bills at Rio, and 
thus obtain a higher rate of interest on their surplus capital, from 
2 to 10 per cent., than they can here. There is no question that the 
balance of her trade with all the world is very trifling against 
Brazil ; consequently, she can and does pay in produce for the goods, 
wares, and merchandise she imports, independent of her ability to 
make good any deficiency by the gold and diamonds extracted from 
her mines. What weighs most heavily on the Brazilian treasury, and 
turns the scale against her finances, is the large sum slie has to pay 
half-yearly for the dividends on her loans contracted in this country, 
and which the depression in her exchanges renders so much more 
onerous. Another circumstance is against her, namely, the working 
the gold mines by British capitalists ; for all the gold raised, except 
the tribute payable to the government of 5 per cent., finds its way 
now to this country, without any equivalent in exchange for u, whereas 
formerly it was all remitted to the mother country in part payment 
of the goods imported from thence, and part to form an addition to 
the capital of the Portuguese adventurers and proprietors of thie 
mines. From Portugal it found its way to this country in the shape 
of “ Joannes,” or “ Ports,” to pay for the articles imported from this 
an re-exported to Brazil. 

This mention of the gold mines leads to the consideration of another 
subject—the conclusion Mr M‘Culloch has come to regarding our 
balances of trade. He is correct in stating that the returns from the 
Inspector-General’s office are inaccurate, and are only caleulated to 
mislead the public, mercantile men, and statesmen ; but I differ from 
him in the result arising from such inaccuracy, because if (as is the 
case) our exports are estimated at their value when shipped, accord- 
ing to the merchant declaration in the markets, and the worth of our 
imports ascertained by the prices they can be sold for in our markets, 
of course, as Mr M‘Culloch observes, the freight, insurance, and other 
charges (and to these may be added the merchant's profit), are in- 
cluded in the amount of the latter but not in that of the former. But 
this evidently has the effect of /essening our balances of trade ; conse- 
quently representing them much under what they really are: for in- 
stance—- 

The declared value of our exports to Brazil last year, 1842, £ 

amounted to : s 4 . 1,756,805 
To this at least 10 per cent. should be added tor short valua- 

tion in the markets , ; : ; 175,680 
10 per cent. for freight, premium of insurance, shipping and 

landing charges . ‘ - ‘ , 
10 per cent. more as profit . $ 


175,680 
175,680 





Brazil has to pay ‘ . 


. £2,283,845 








| 








Se — ee 
Supposing the imports to be valued in . ; . 1,000,000 
From this amount 10 per cent. must be deducted tor freight, 

insurance, and charges by British shipping 100,000 
10 per cent. more for profit . . - 100,000 


———._ 200,000 
£800,000 
Consequently the balance in fayour of England will actually be 
1,483,845/. instead of 756,805/., as would appear from our present 
Custom-house returns. 

This statement increases wonderfully the general balances of our 
commerce for the last fifty years, which Mr M‘Culloch states at from 
500 to 600 millions of pounds sterling ; therefore it makes the problem 
more difficult of solution, as to how we have been paid such an enor- 
mous balance, seeing, as Mr M‘Culloch very justly observes, that it 
would only be done by the precious metals—but no such accumulation, 
it is well known, has taken place. Here, however, Mr M‘Culloch has 
lost sight of a very principal feature of our commercial, connected as 
they are with our financial and political, transactions. 

There can be no doubt that an amount of gold, silver, and precious 
stones, equal to those 500 or 600 millions have been received by our 
merchants during the last halfcentury ; and as little that our govern- 
ment expended nearly an equal amount in loans and subsidies to 
foreign powers, in maintaining our fleet and armies abroad, and in 
paying the salaries of our diplomatists, governors, officers, naval and 
military depots in our colonies. This may appear at first sight a 
startling assertion, but if any honourable member of the House of 
Commons would move for a return of all the gold, silver, and diamonds 
brought to the Bank of England during that period, and of all sent 
out of tle country by order and for account of the Treasury, it would 
be found to be as true as startling. 

The foreign loans to the amount of nearly 100 millions, negotiated 
on our stock exchange for European and American States, have in 
great part been remitted to those countries in bullion. This, and the 
amount of gold and silver worked up by our jewellers, watch makers, 
gold and silversmiths, and added to the bullion now actually in the 
Bank of England, private banks, and joint-stock banks, will easily 
account for the disposal of such an enormous amount of bullion re 
ceived. 

What the merchants gained the government has chiefly expended 
hence has arisen our national debt, amounting to between 800 and 
900 millions of pounds sterling—for the government issued their paper 
money (warrants in the 5, 4, 34, and 3 per cents.) in exchange for the 
gold and silver obtained from the bank for the purposes above enume 
rated. 

Mr M‘Culloch himself acknowledges that the precious metals are 
to be considered in the same light as other merchandize ; but he is in 
error when he asserts “that no merchant will send gold or silver to 
purchase or pay for goods abroad, whilst he can send other goods of 
less value, since in many instances, such as to China, some few years 
ago, before opium was so much in demand there, nothing but silver 
was sent to effect purchases of tea, China ware, silks, &c. 

It is hence evident that gold and silver may be considered merchan- 
dize so far as to be useful in settling the balances of trade between one 
country and another; for instance, the trade between this country and 
Spain and Portugal, at the time they possessed their transatlanti 

ereatly in favour of England, consequently the gold 
received by the latter from Brazil, and the silver by the former from 
Mexico, Chili, and Peru, served to defray the balances due by them to 
us, Whilst we again paid China, Russia, Denmark, Sweden, Prussia, 
France, Xc., for the surplus of goods received from them. 

But besides this agency in a commercial point of view, the precious 
metals have another mode of application of a financial and political 
tendency—namely, what has been already alluded to, the furnishing 
governments with the means of carrying on wars, and supporting large 
fleets and armies in foreign countrics and on foreign stations, as also in 
maintaining colonial or branch governments. 

In order to show that the gold and silver imported into this country 
during the period specified has been actually the amount suggested, 
it is only necessary to state that at the mint of Rio de Janeiro alone, 
from 1703 to 1809, gold was registered to the amount of 67,308,C00/., 
whilst the produce of the Spanish silver mines must have been treble 
that sum, besides what was smuggled to avoid the seigniorage. 

Mr M‘Culloch appears quite elated with the discovery lhe made, 

that unless tf 


Leaving Brazil to receive only 


colonies, was 


the unports exceeded the exports no advantage can result 
from carrying on trade to any nation, consequently that it would soon 
be abandoned.” This is so simple and obvious a truism, that it must 
occur to any man at all acquainted witlt mercantile transactions, or 
even shopkeeping—for no shopkeeper could or would continue a busi- 
ness long, of which the returns did not exceed the outlay. But Mr 
M‘Culloch, although he admits that the precious metals should be con 
sidered as merchandise, excludes them altogether as forming part 
cither of our imports or exports ; it is, however, self-evident that they 
ought to enter into the calculation of the value of either, in order to 
ascertain the exact amount thereof ; do this, and it will soon be shown 
that the tot il of ow emp rs, blr llion included, u ill €e I that 
of our ecports, consequently that we are carrying on a profitable and 
luerative trade. Whi has the amount of bullion been of late increasing 
in the Bank of England? For this plain reason, that the mines ot 
South and North America have been more productive latterly than 
for many years past. Since the commencement of the struggle on the 
part of the ci-devant Spanish colonies for independence, the working of 
them had been suspended, and much time and expense required to 
set them to work again. ‘The government, too, have had no occasion 
lately to increase the national debt by fresh loans to furnish subsidies, 
&e., to our allies ; the drain from the bank has been very trifling, in 
consequence, from that quarter ; therefore, should the general peace 
which now prevails not be disturbed for some twenty or thirty years 
longer, Mr M‘Culloch will not be able to support his theory by refer- 
ence to the non-accumulation of the precious metals in this country, 
equivalent in amount to the asserted balances of trade in our favour. 
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One observation more and I shall conclude this already lengthy 
epistle, reserving for another occasion some remarks on that gentle- 
man’s theory as to the operation of a sinking fund by compound in- 
terest ; in forming his conclnsions in regard to which, in my view of 
the subject, his reasoning is equally erroneous as in that respecting 
our balances of trade. 

Mr M‘Culloch, in corroboration of his ideas, supposes an American 
merchant to send a cargo of 5,000 barrels of flour to Spain, which 
cost him 9} dollars per barrel, and that he sells the same at 15 dollars, 
consequently has the sum of 27,500 dollars to draw for on his corre- 
spondent, or to be laid out inthe purchase of Spanish produce, on the 
sale of which in the United States he would derive a further profit, the 
whole of which profit would be so much gain to the individual, and, 
of course, so much balance in favour of America and of loss to Spain. 
Very good argument, very sound reasoning, and very logical deduction, 
but equally applicable if the transaction be supposed to have taken 
place, vice versa, and that the Spanish merchant sent 300 pipes of wine 
to New York, which cost him 100 dollars per pipe, and sells them at 
180 dollars. With the net proceeds of these 300 pipes (after allowing 
25 per cent. to the American agent for freight, premium of insurance, 
commission, and charges) he purchases 5,000 barrels of flour at 9} 
dollars per barrel, and disposes of them on their arrival at Cadiz, for 
15 dollars each ; the profit on the goods shipped from Spain, and on 
the flour returned from the United States, would go into the pocket 
of the Spanish merchant, and of course be so much in favour of Spain 
in adjusting the balance of trade between the two countries. There- 
fore, if an American merchant, on the one hand, enters into a specu- 
lation, such as described by Mr M‘Culloch, and a Spanish merchant 
undertakes a similar operation, the one would neutralize the effort of 
the other ; the profits of the Spaniard would be a set-off against those 
of the American, and neither country would benefit as regarded their 
mutual balance of trade—the goods being laden on the shipping of the 
other country would have an influence as to the freight, the insurance 
being effected at Cadiz or New York, would likewise have to be cal- 
culated accordingly. 

It would be very desirable that our merchants should declare in 
their entries whether the goods exported or imported were for British 
or foreign account; for the guidance of the Inspector- General, although 
it would render the accounts to be kept in his office more intricate ; 
but they would be more accurate. To render them still more so the 
Bank of England should furnish Mr Irving with a return of all the 
bullion and precious stones received from or sent to foreign countries, 
distinguishing those delivered on account of the government. 

Recommending these suggestions to the consideration of all parties 
interested, particularly the President of the Board of Trade and his 

‘ > 


able assistant, I remain, sir, yours, C. 8. 
SUGARS, 
Clayed. Muscovado.  corrre. COCOA. 
COUNTRIES. cewts, ewts, ewts, cewts, 
x. a: “ef “te P i a. 
England : --83: 0 63.0 74 8 37 4 
France, in French vessels 34 7 26 «6 38 O68 2 O 
Ditto, in foreign vessels. 42 9 34 7 42 9 42 9 
Austria. ; : o A 13 8 BR OO Is 0 
Zollverein ( Clay. for use, 
Mus. for refining ) 27 6 lo 4 19 9 19 9 
Belgium, in national ships 
(prohibited in foreign). — l 9 4 1 4 
Russia * ; 39 4 39° «4 63. 0 64 3 
Hamburg 3 per cent. ad valorem. 
Bremen . 3 2 3 2 3 2 38 
Denmark ‘ ‘ & O 5 4 ll & 12 6 
Sweden. . R ; 2>@) 12 0 ke A ie 3 
Holstein 5.2 2 4 10 5 .) 
Switzerland . ; : 4 7 4 7 3 3 
Portugal! 10 11 10 I] 12. 2 6 1 
United States 4 cents per lb. free free. 








COURT AND ARISTOCRACY. 


Purscr Atsert.—We ( Zimes) understand that his Royal Lighness 
Prince Albert is going, during the Easter recess, to make a short 
excursion to the continent, in order to visit his afHicted relations at 
Coburg. 

The Queen and Prince Albert, attended by the Royal suite, returned 
to Buckingham Palace after the levee. 

The levee was the first court held at St James's Palace since the re- 
furnishing and decoration of the state rooms. ‘Ihe appearance of these 
rooms was very splendid, the throne room surpassing in magnificence 
the other apartments. The throne is very superb; the furniture is 
covered with the richest crimson silk velvet, bordered with gold lace, 
and the draperies are most magnificent, being composed of tissue de 
verre and crimson velvet. 

Her Majesty and the Prince Consort, accompanied by their illus- 
trious children and a limited suite, are expected to leave Buckingham 
Palace on Saturday for Claremont. 

The Court intend to leave Buekingham Palace this day (Saturday ) 
for Claremont, returning again on ‘Tuesday, preparatory to the levee to 
be held at St James's, on Wednesday; in the meantime, it is said that 
Prince Albert will proceed to Portsmouth on Monday, and embark in 
the Black Eagle steam vessel, for the Isle of Wight, to examine the 
fitness of the residence contemplated for her Majesty during the season 
for sea bathing. 

The Herald says, “ upon authority,” that there is no foundation for 
the rumours that have been lately circulated of the intended resignation 
of the Lord Chancellor, and of the appointment of the Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland as his lordship’s successor. 


We understand that at present there is no intention on the part of 


the Prince Consort to visit the reigning Duke and Duchess of Saxe- 
Coburg during the Easter recess, as reported. Herald. 











average, 21. 


| of small-pox, 11 had not been vaccinated. 








THE METROPOLIS. — 


Mr Lover.—Mr Samuel Lover is said to be about to commence a 
series of leetures illustrative of the national music of Ireland, with the 
object of doing for his own country that which Mr Wilson is doing so 
successfully for Scotland. 

Covent-Garnen Turarnicar Fuxp.—The annual celebration of the 
Covent-Garden Theatrical Fund Festival took place yesterday, at the 
I'reemasons’ tavern, Great Queen street, Lincoln’s-inn fields. His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, who had kindly condescended 
to attend and take the chair, was, from an attack of the gout, prevented 
from being present, and in consequence his place was supplied by Lord 
W. Russell, who was supported by General Corfield, Sir J. Flower, 
Mr Adolphus, Mr Terry, Mr Lewis, and other gentlemen more imme. 
diately known as patrons and supporters of the theatre. Nearly 200 gen- 
tlemen sat down to dinner. ‘There was in the galleries the usual show of 
female beauty to ornament and enliven the occasion, ‘There was little 
speechifying, but to make amends for the dearth of eloquence there was 
some first-rate singing. ‘The amount of the subscriptions was upwards 
of 600/,, including the annual contribution of her Majesty the Queen, 
and an anonymous contribution from some person or persons unknown 
of SOL, for a collection of passages from Shakspeare tending to promote 
religious feeling and practice. 

Morratiry in tHe Merrroro.is.—The total number of deaths during 
the week ending Saturday, 9th March, was 1,030, showing a decrease, 
as compared with the previous week, of 25, and being only 23 above 
the average. ‘There has been an increase in deaths from diseases of the 
lungs, the number being 375, while, in the week ending March 2, it was 
366, average, 330. In epidemic and contagious diseases, ineluding 
measles, scarlatina, small-pox, and hooping cough, there is a decrease, 
as compared with the previous week, of 24—measles 32, average 19; 
searlatina 40, average 25; hooping cough 43, average 42; small pox 16, 
In nearly all the rest, with the exception of diseases in the 
lungs, there is a decrease. The following is the analysis ef deaths under 
that head :— Bronchitis 37, average 19; pneumonia 113, average 91; con- 
sumption 150, average 146 ;—total 375, average 330. Old age 63, 
average 88; violent deaths 12, average 25. Of the 16 persons who died 
The analysis of deaths by 
violence is 4, from contusion, burns, and sealds 4. suicide 2, suffocation 
by meat 1, and 1 froma wound. ‘The thermometer was lowest on the 
6th, 24°3 degrees, and highest on the 9th, 55°6 degrees. In the register 
kept at the Greenwich Observatory, the mean height only of the 
barometer each day is given, so that we have no means from this table 
of ascertaining the great and rapid fluctuations which it has undergone 
during the last week. It was highest on the 8th, 30-1 degrees, and 
lowest on the 4th 29-2. 

Increase or Morrariry rrom SMatt-rox.—Within the last few 
weeks the small-pox has become prevalent in some of the more densely- 
popuiated districts of the metropolis. The weekly bills of mortality 
show an average increase of deaths from this cause unprecedented for 
years past. 

Lirurexant Muwro.—A long letter appears in the papers from this 
unfortunate man addressed to Mr Duncombe. It details the sad 
occurrences of the late duel, and appears, from Lieutenant Munro’s own 
version, to withdraw from him at least the weightier part of the blame 
in connexion with that melancholy catastrophe. He was driven to the 
conduct which he pursued in obedience to social laws and practices 
which he had not courage and fortitude enough to despise. In the 
degradation and banishment from home and friends to which he has 
since been subjected, he has received not a little punishment. May his 
example be a warning to all others. ‘The surviving participators in his 
guilt have also been punished in various ways. The record of proceed- 
ings in parliament for the week bears evidence to the fact. 

Tue Free Cruvrcu or Scorrann.—On Monday night a meeting of 
the friends of the Scotch Free Church was held in Exeter Hall, to re- 
ceive a deputation from Scotland. ‘The meeting was numerous and re- 
spectable. The number present must have been near 6,000, and many 
hundreds went away who could not obtain admission, About 700 
gentlemen, among whom were eighty or ninety ministers of various de- 
nominations, were on the platform. A number of able and eloquent 
speeches, explanatory of the principles, present position, and prospects 
of the Free Church were delivered, and were received with loud bursts 
of applause. ‘There was said to be an unusual elevation in the tone and 
manner of the speakers, and a degree of enthusiasm on the part of the 
vast audience which is very rarely exhibited. Among the speakers 
was the Hon. and Rey. Baptist Noel. The meeting must prove of 
service to the Free-Church cause in England, 

Earty Suvttixc or SHors.—An influential meeting was held a few 
evenings since, at the King’s Ilead tavern, Newgate street, for the pur- 
pose of electing a committee from the wards of Castle Baynard and 
Farringdon, to solicit the various shopkeepers to close their shops at a 
definite hour. 

Tur New Merrorouraxn Brincr.—The bill that was introduced 
into the House of Commons on Friday night by several of the metro- 
politan members, and which is to authorize the formation of another 
bridge, to stride the Westminster portion of old Father ‘Thames, bears 
the title of the “ Westminster and Lambeth suspension bridge bill, for 
making a suspension bridge across the river Thames, from Church street, 
Lambeth, to Market street, Westminster.” This bill was, on Friday 
evening, read a first time, and ordered to be read a second time ; but no 
day has yet been fixed for that next stage being taken. It will probably 
be remembered that, some time since, a steam ferry-boat was proposed 
to be established about the same part of the river that it is now con- 
templated to cross by this new bridge. 

Tue Srrratrienps Weavens.—Tuer Tricks or tut Anti- LEacue 
Association. —On Saturday night, the 9th inst., a numerous meeting 
of the Broad-silk Hand-loom Weavers’ Union was held at the Crown 
and Anchor, Waterloo town, to agree to a memorial to the Board of 
Trade for the purpose of ascertaining if the silk trade was to be included 
in the commission appointed to inquire into the state of the cotton- 
spinners, and also to receive communications in reference to the late 
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proceedings of the Anti-League Association. Mr Le May inthe chair. 
Mr Burroughs, the secretary, having stated that at the previous meet- 
ing it was agreed that a memorial should be presented to the Board of 
Trade, said that one had been prepared, which he read, and which it 
was unanimously resolved should be forthwith communicated, the pur- 
port of it being to know if the Spitaltields weavers were to be included 
in the commission of inquiry into the state of the cotton-spinners, lately 
oppointed by her Majesty's government.—The chairman then called 
upon the secretary to give the meeting information relative to the Anti- 
League Association, to which he and a weaver named Sherrard had been 
appointed delegates, when the secretary, having stated that his colleague 
would give an account of the proceedings, so far as they were con- 
cerned with the League, Mr Sherrard said, that according to an arrange- 
ment with Mr N. Doran Maillard, who attended the last meeting of the 
weavers, he and the secretary met the committee of the Anti-League 
Association on the Monday evening, about five o'clock. Mr N. D. 
Maillard and a few gentlemen were there. After speaking upon the 
business about to coine before the meeting, he mentioned to him that 
he and the secretary had been requested to appear there to support the 
resolutions, that they had lost nearly two days, and that it was but just 
they should be paid for their time. Mr 1D. Maillard then took a half- 
sovereign from his pocket, which he gave to him, and remarked that he 





had no money in his pocket to remunerate the secretary, but that he 
should hear from him on ‘Tuesday morning. The secretary, however, 
has never heard anything of his half-sovereign. (Loud laughter.) He 
then stated that while in the committee room a letter was put in his 
hand by Mr Maillard, who at the same time charged him with having 
been instrumental in getting the Chartists to attend the meeting. [The 
speaker read the letter, which was written by a person named Mentz, 
one of the members of the council of the Chartists, and was addressed 
to Mr Maillard. ‘The purport of it was that it was the intention of the 
Chartists to be early at the meeting, and to appoint their own chairman, 
and that the class leaders had obtained a large quantity of tickets, which 
were distributed very extensively. 


A committee of three persons had 
been appointed to draw up resolutions to oppose the Anti-League 
Association, and to propose an amendment in favour of the principles 
of the Charter.} They were all aware what sort of chairman was ap- 
pointed, and what was the result of the meeting. (Hear, hear, and 
laughter. )—Mr Burroughs observed that it would be remembered by 
the meeting, when Mr N. Doran Maillard appeared among them, he 
stated that Mr Oastler had promised to be at the meeting of the Anti- 
League Association held last Monday. He wrote in consequence to 
Mr Oastler for information about a fortnight ago, but that gentleman 
did not receive his letter till last Saturday. He sent an answer to it, 
and in that letter he denied that he had promised to be present at the 
meeting, observing that “ whoever told you that I had been asked to 
take the chair at the meeting about to be held, that I declined, but that 
I promised to be present—I say, whoever told you so, told you that 
which is untrue.”—Several weavers observed that Mr Maillard stated 
that Mr Oastler would be at the meeting, and that he was asked to take 
the chair. —Mr Burroughs then proceeded to state that Mr Oastler had 
forwarded copies of two communications, which were sent to him from 
the Anti-League Association, and which had the signature of Mr Mail- 
lard, in which it was alleged that great success had attended the exer- 
tions of the League ; that shoemakers, corkeutters, bakers, silk-weavers, 
and other trades, had given their support, and that branch associations 
were in the course of formation, and Mr Oastler was invited to attend. 
| Ife read the letter from Mr Oastler, in which he remarked, “ My weak 
state of body and excited state of mind render it quite impossible to 
accept your kind invitation.”] He concluded by saying that had the 
letter from Mr Oastler and the communications of the Anti-League 
Association to him been received in time, they would have exposed the 
attempt to impose upon the working classes by that body. (Hear. )— 
Mr Berry said that the weavers ought to show their ‘opinion of the 
conduct of the Anti-League Association. He proposed that copies of 
the letters from Mr Oastler be sent to Mr Maillard, with some severe 
remarks upon his conduct, and that the weavers pay the secretary his 
expenses for attending on the Anti-League Association,—Mr Malpus, 
in seconding the resolution, observed that the only object of the Anti- 
League Association was to get the assistance of the working classes to 
put down the Anti-Corn-law League. Mr Maillard had intimated to 
that effect. He also believed that when the agitation had accomplished 
what the Anti-League Association wanted, that nothing would be done 
for them, (Tear, hear.) He thought the meeting on Monday night 
was got up by the landed interest ; but as he believed the interests of 
the working classes were not considered, he was glad of the failure. 
(Applause. )—Several other weavers addressed the chair, when the 
resolution was agreed to unanimously, and at twelve o'clock the imeet- 
ing separated. 

Dixxyer to Mr O'Coxxeit av Covent Garven TrHearre. — On 
Tuesday evening this grand demonstration, in honour of the Irish 
liberator, took place at Covent Garden Theatre. ‘The pit and stage had 
been laid together, and the tables were capable of accommodating about 
1,100 persons at dinner. Every seat was of course occupied. The 
boxes were crowded with ladies, and the galleries filled with other 
spectators. ‘he theatre was elegantly decorated with various inserip- 
tions, among which were, “ Ireland,” “ O'Connell,” “Justice.” The 
hour appointed for the dinner was six o'clock ; but long before that 
time all the doors of admission were besieged by crowds of persons who 
had procured tickets, or by those who were desirous of seeing and 
cheering Mr O'Connell, and those who came to testify their respect to | 
him, ‘The chair was taken by ‘T. S. Duncombe, Esgq., M.P.; and 
among those present were, Mr O'Connell, the Earl of Shrewsbury, Lord 
Camoys, Lord Dunboyne, the Hon. F. H. Berkeley, M.P., the Hon. 
Charles Langdale, Sir John Easthope, M.P., W. 8. Crawford, isq., 
M.P., M. J. O'Connell, M.P., and many other Liberal members of 
parliament, Senor Olozaga, General Washington Barron, &c. Mr 
O'Connell ‘was greeted with the most enthusiastic cheering on his en- 
trance. When the chairman, afier an introductory speech, proposed, 
‘Health and long life to Daniel O'Connell,” the company rose en masse, 
and, says the reporter, “ at that moment words would fail to impart al 
idea of the magnificence of the scene. The ladies in the three tiers of | 
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boxes, the company in the galleries, as well as those who were at the 
tables, vying with each other in rapturous applause, whilst every in- 
dividual appeared to have been specially provided for the occasion with 
a white handkerchief or scarf to wave. ‘The cheering was kept up for 
a great length of time, and at every attempt to check or stop it, it broke 
out afresh with increased vigour.” Mr O’Connell’s speech was most 
warinly and enthusiastically received. It presents but few features of 
novelty, being very similar, in the nature of its arguments and illustra- 
tions, to his address at Birmingham. He expressed himself more 
strongly than he has yet done on the conduct of the late trials, mention- 
ing all the cireumstances (now notorious) which were dragged by dis- 
honourable means to tell against him. It was because justice had been 
wronged in his person that the English people, ennobled by their sense 
of justice and love of fair play, now cheered him on. Referring to the 
composition of the jury, and the spirit of the jurists, he said :— 

“ All the Roman Catholics who were on the reduced list of the jury 
were at once struck off by the Attorney-General. (Shame, shame.) But 
it was said by him that they were repealers. In the first place, that was 
not true, that is one answer to it; but, if it were true, it would be no reply 
to the charge of omitting Catholics from the jury. To be a repealer might 
be folly in his estimation, but it is not a crime—it does not make a man 
an outlaw, and ought not to deprive him of his legal rights; and if they 
say that repealers would make a jury favourable to me, do they mean to 
say that the most violent and prejudiced anti-repealers, men who had 
voted against me three times over, would form a fair or impartial jury to 
try me’ Now, Lapply their own argument against them. I take it from 
themselves. I appeal to common sense and justice; and I say, if a jury of 
repealers would be favourable to me, would not a jury of anti-repealers be 
favourable to the other side? (Ilear, hear, and great cheering.) Remem- 
ber that this was a trial on which it was most important to have an im- 
partial jury. (Hear, hear.) It was more important a good deal to have 
an impartial jury in this case than if it were a crime of well-defined 
character which was to be the subject of investigation. (Hear, hear.) Ii 
it were a trial of a charge of robbery, or murder, or forgery, then common 


| human intellect could have judged of the crime, and decided on the guilt 


or innocence of the person charged. But the case which this jury was 
selected to try was not of that nature, it was a crime of an imaginary kind 
which was charged, a crime partaking more of ideality than of reality, and 
that was what they call a fair trial. I deny it. (Hear, hear.) They 
struck off all the Catholics; oh, there was one Protestant struck off, a most 
respectable and intellectual individual, almost the only liberal Protestant 
on the list—he was a man of a higher order of intellect than the others; of 
a liberal mind, and the Liberal Protestant was sent to keep company with 
the Catholics. (Shame, shame.) I call that not a prosecution, but a per- 
secution—I call it not a fair trial, but a shifting, scheming management. 
(Hear, hear.) I say that after such proceedings I am not convicted in due 
course of law, and if I am sent to prison I shall feel as a victim (cheers)— 
and in that prison I shall have a feeling in my heart that will raise me 
superior to their sentence. (Renewed cheering.) Why, I have around 
me now plenty to open my prison doors (hear, hear, and great cheering) ; 
but it is idle to suppose that Iam not thoroughly prepared for such a course 
being taken by those who instituted such proceedings. However, believe 
me, I am prepared for such an event, and whatever I suffer for my country 
I shall rejoice at. (Immense cheering.) My sufferings shall be doubly 
dear to me if, by enduring them, I can add to the freedom and happiness 
of my countrymen. (Cheers.) They mistake much, however, if they 
imagine that, by sending me to a dungeon, they will diminish my in- 
fluence, or that my power over my countrymen will be lessened by any 
severities they may inflict. (Cheers.) They may send meto dungeon, 
but here, in a voice which will be carried on the wings of the ress over 
the world—which will be heard wherever the English language is spoken, 
and the sun never sets on the countries in which it is spoken—in every 
country where the tones of that language are heard—in the presence of 
the civilized world—of America—of France—ay, of India—of every clime 
and country, I proclaim that the proceedings against me were not a fair 
trial, but a foul and dishonest persecution. (Hear, hear, hear.) [ here 
proclaim my utter scorn and defiance of the tyrants who conducted those 
proceedings. (Cheers.)” 

His account of the distresses and wrongs of Ireland, as might be ex- 
pected, was picturesque and affecting. ‘The only way, he said, to pre- 
vent a total alienation of Ireland was for England to yield to her present 
just demands. By adopting that course, he said, there would be no 
separation—the connexion between the two countries would be rendered 
valuable by a domestic legislature in Ireland; and you would see the 
Irish a contented, a free, and a happy people. (‘The honourable and 
learned gentleman sat down amidst loud cheering. ) 

The Earl of Shrewsbury followed, in response to the toast, “ The 
people,” and was succeeded by the Hon. W. Langdale and Lord 
Camoys, who acknowledged the toast, “ The seventy-eight peers who 
supported Lord Normanby’s motion, and the 227 members of the House 
of Commons who supported Lord J. Russell's motion.” The Hon. 
F. H. Berkeley, M.P.,in proposing “ Justice to Ireland,” said he could 
not hope for such a result until there was an extension of the suffrage, 
and the House of Lords had less to do with the House of Commons. 
Mr M. J. O'Connell, Mr Gisborne, M.P., Mr Sergeant Murphy, and 
other gentlemen addressed the meeting, which separated at twelve 
o'clock. 

Newsearer Revortixc.—Towards the conclusion of the banquet a 
great number of copies of the Sun evening newspaper, containing nearly 
seven columns of the proceedings of the meeting, including the whole 
of the speech of Mr O'Connell, which was reported, and printed within 
twenty minutes of the close of its delivery, were distributed throughout 
the meeting gratuitously. ‘The desire to obtain the papers was intense, 
and various sums of money were offered for them, which were refused 
In the course of his speech, on proposing the toast of “ the press,” Mi 
Hindley alluded to this unexampled instance of the rapidity of the 
press in conveying intelligence, and observed that it might be taken asa 
specimen of what the press could accomplish when oceasion called tor 
unusual exertions, — Sun. 





THE PROVINCES. 


Raitway Exrrysiox.—The popular feeling in favour of new rail- 
to be on the increase, notwithstanding the immense 
The city 


ways appears 
number of bills for new railways already before parliament. 
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ot Lincoln appears to bea point of especial favour. No fewer than seven 
different railways are contemplated to start in one direction or another 
from that point; and, if only a portion of these lines are made, Lincoln 
will suddenly start into a place of vast importance. One of the most 
important of these projected lines of railway is an extension by the 
Eastern Counties Railway Company of the Cambridge railway, from 
Ely to Lincoln ; and the surveys for this line are now actually being 
made by Mr R. Stephenson, with the view, it is understood, of imme- 
diately taking measures for obtaining an act in the next session of par- 
liament. This line, when carried out, will undoubtedly effect a vast 
alteration in the present traffic from the north to the metropolis; as it 
will be the direct line for a large portion of the northern traffic. 

Couxrry Baxxs.—A memorial to Sir Robert Peel has been pre- 
pared by the private bankers and banking companies established in 
Yorkshire, being banks of issue, which presses on the attention of the 
first Lord of the Treasury the value of their practical experience, as 
being directly opposed to writers on the currency, who advocate a 
single bank of issue, and states as their deliberate opinion, that “ almost 
incalculable inconvenience and confusion would arise from any alter- 
ation in the country circulation.” , 

New Posr-orrict ARRANGEMENTS.—The arrangements for commu- 
nication between Ireland and England, so far as they have transpired, 
are as follows :—The mails from the interior of Ireland are to arrive in 
Dublin on and after the 12th of April, at 4 o'clock a.m. Letter: 
brought by them for England will be despatched from Kingstown for 
Liverpool at half-past six o'clock the same morning, and such letters 
as shall be for London will be delivered there on the following morning 
about 8 o'clock. 

Great Meerixe or Premen.— Nearly 20,000 pitmen of this district 
( Newcastle on Tyne), members of the Miners’ Union, met on Shadon 
hill, on Saturday last, and unaaimously resolved tocontinue and support 
their organization.— Gateshead Observe: 

RarHer an Unvusvat Circumstance in connexion with the bank- 
ruptey case of Mr Smallwood, the banker, was elicited at the audit 
meeting in the Birmingham Court, on Friday last. It appears that 
after paying all the creditors who have proved the full amount of their 
claims (20s. in the pound ), the residue was handed over to the 
bankrupt. 

Crrmunxat Statistics or Mancuesrer.—In a communication of Sir 
Charles Shaw's, which we see in Thursday's 7imes, we tind the tollow- 
ing :—“ By referring,” he says, “to a* Return of Prisoners taken into 
custody and discharged from the Ist of July to the 3lst of December, 
1841, showing the number of times each person has been before the 
Borough Court of Manchester, and the numbers discharged by each 
magistrate,’ I find— 


Description Number oi Number ot Number of Old 

of Cases Cases Person Oftenders, © 
Felony . 1.889 1,458 431 
Disorderly 8,617 2.020 1.597 
Assaults 354 270 84 
Drunk . . re 843 399 
Suspicious characters 1,171 362 809 
Vagrant: 567 19 248 
Gambline oF 16 11 
Total . ‘ . 8,997 5,348 3,579 


Manchester thus appears to have 8,957 criminals, while only 5,348 
persons are included in the 8,957, and th il, either from the deticiency 
of police, law, or magistracy, 3,579 old offenders have been let loose on 
the public. How does this deficiency or inefficiency of police, law, or 
magistracy, bear upon the benefits that are expected to accrue from the 
abridgment of the hours of labour for women and children in the facto- 
ries? Query, are they not better shut up in the factories, even though 
ruining their health, than, suffering from poverty, exposed to the 
temptations and bad example of these 3,579 persons (who scarcely re- 
present one-third of the old offenders allowed to be at large in Man- 
chester)? I fear that all enactments ofa factory bill in favour of women 
and children will be in vain, unless along with these enactments a com- 
plete change be made with regard to the police, the law, and the ma- 
gistracy in the manufacturing districts. Upon an average 3,500 chil- 
dren annually are taken for shelter by the police to the stations as * lost 
children ;’ therefore it is a moderate calculation to say that annually 
10,000 children are wandering in this neglected state in the streets ot 
Manchester ; so again comes this query—whether it would not be better 
to shut them up in factories, until some arrangement is made for a change 
in their condition? I have been under the command of officers in the 
field, who when in difficulties (brought on by their own arrangements ), 
as asort of justification of their own conduct, have issued * General 
orders,’ which they in their hearts knew were impossible to be executed; 
so will it be with these ‘ factory enactments’ as to the abridgments of 
the hours of labour, unless the root of evil in these districts is attacked 
—I mean the deficiency or inefficiency of police, law, and magistracy 

The great days of crime in these districts are Saturday and Sunday. | 
have before me, 4 ‘Statement and Analysis of Cases of Misdemeanoui 
brought before the Police on Saturdays and Sundays, from the 22nd of 
January to the 15th of June, 1842.’ I find there were 646 prisoners, 
being 440 men and 206 women :— 

English 446 ) That of these 646 were, Established Church 299 


Welch 14f Roman Catholics 85 

Scotch 14( Dissenters : ; 45 

Irish 172) Stated to be of no religion 217 
646 


That only 53 persons out of the 646 had been visited by any clergyman 
or had received religious instruction. 320 had been out of employment 
8 months 25 days. 326 were in employment and had received their 
wages on Saturdays. That on leaving their homes they had had in 
their possession 146/. 12s. 84d. ; and that they had spent in drunken- 
ness and dissipation 91/. Os. 73d. That 274 of these people were married 
and had left their 674 children without money or food on these days 
That 318 were paid week’s wages on Saturdays, 5 Fridays, 2 Thurs. 





days, and | Mondays. The books and documents from which I have 
made these statements are now in the possession of the local authorities 
of Manchester.” 

Pavrerism in Dorsersuire.—And first as to the amount of what js 
called pauperism, for which we have unhappily become notorious; | 
allege, with little fear of contradiction, that a very large proportion of 
the population of this union, something between a seventh and an 
eighth, are in what is called a state of pauperism, ¢.e., in such a condition 





that the whole or a part of the means of their support must be drawn 
from the poor rate. It will not, I believe, be denied, that scarcely one 
agricultural labourer in ten can earn sufficient to enable him by any 
amount of care to keep himself prepared against the common casualties 
of life. A few days’ illness, or any accident that may make medica] 
assistance necessary, at once forces him to ask for a “ medical order ;” 
is he incapacitated from work, he at once applies to the relieving officer, 
receives temporary assistance “in kind,” has his case reported at the 
next “board,” and if he has a family dependent on him, an amount of 
relief is ordered him during sickness, oftentimes more than equal to the 
value of his earnings in health. If he dies he is buried at the expense 
of the rate-payers, his widow and children will be supported by them 

when from old age or any infirmity he becomes unable to work, he is 


either housed, clothed, and fed in the union house, or allowed a pension 
for life out of it. In many instance able-bodied men of good character 
are forced to apply for aid from the umon, even when in good health 
and regular work ; their plea, * Insufticient earnings to support their 
family,” if the family is large-—I have never seen the justice of this plea 
questioned ; on the contrary, | have heard many members of the board 
declare, that they know a man with a hard fumily cannot support them 
on the wages paid in this county without aid. The only aid we can 
legally offer in such a case is “an offer of the house” for the whole 
family ; to say nothing of the cruelty to the said family of such a pro. 
ceeding, this would entail an expense upon the rate payers of nearly ]/ 
pel week ! Whit is to be done f We endeavour to discover a child 
ick amongst the lot, or the relieving officer affirms that the wile is a 
weakly woman (a safe affirmation in too many cases); we give Is. 6d 
perhaps, and a few loaves, tlattering ourselves we are sanctioned by the 
law in so doing. ‘The pauper gains his object, the master gains his, the 
parish avoids the threatened expense, and the board do what they know 
is contrary to the spirit of the poo law act, 7.e., give relief in aid of 
wages Could we do otherwise, and not act with a severity the case 
did not deserve? Had you, I think | hear it said, adhered to your offer 
of the house, the farmer would have raised his wages: he would have 
done no such thing. Raise one, they say, and you must raise all; no, 
the man I know in some instances would have been bribed by some 
petty sum paid out of a private rate to stay out of the house, or, if not 
sufficiently afraid himself of going into it he would have been threatened 
with the loss of his work in the parish, and perhaps of his cottage and 
garden, Such things have been. I know no casualty affecting the 
health, life, or power of earning his bread, nor any affecting the mem- 
bers of a labourer’s family, that has not to be met out of the poor rates 
[s further proof needed of what is called pauperism ? The parish officer: 
have the power, under a certain act, of recommending to the magistrate: 
that those persons who are utterly unable to pay poor rates should be 
excused With two exceptions, | believe the actual labouring poor are 
through this whole union recommended to be excused; one of the ex- 
ceptions being the parish of Stourpaine, which excuses all its own la- 
bourers as unable to pay, but rates every other poor creature whom 
necessity nlay force to dwell in it.— Hon. and Rev. Mi Osborne. 

Murper or tHe SuprrinteEnpenr or Porice ar Bricurox.—On 
Tuesday evening, at Brighton, a young man named Lawrence, a native 
of Tunbridge Wells, was apprehended by a policeman for stealing a roll 
of carpet. The policeman took him to the chief ofticer, Mr Solomon 
Solomon said to the prisoner, “ You have been in the town some time, 
I believe.” The prisonei replied that he had not, and then asked fora 
knife, saying, that life was burdensome to him, and that he would cut 
his throat, and he pulled offhis stock, and sat himself down in the chair 
Solomon turned away from the prisoner to renew the conversation, 
whilst waiting for a witness to take the charge against the prisoner. 
Five minutes had scarcely elapsed when the prisoner, unperceived by 
the persons in the room, stepped across to the fire-place, took 
up the poker, and, as Solomon was standing with his hat 
off, the prisoner aimed a deadly blow at him with the poker, 
which alighted upon his head and felled him to the ground, 
inflicting a frightful wound five or six inches in length, just 
over his right ear. Mr Slight immediately seized the villain, who 
was speedily secured, whilst the other persons in the room turned their 
attention to the unfortunate sufferer, who was senseless and bleeding 
protusels Two surgeons, Messrs Cordy Burrowes and Baldey, were 
called in. The wound was dressed, and the sufferer was then conveyed 
to his own home in a chair, in a state of great exhaustion He re- 
mained insensible till ten o’clock next morning, when he expired. The 
prisoner, after an examination, has been remanded to gaol, and will 
| take his trial at the assizes to be held at Lewes on the 19th 








SCOTLAND. 

| Grascow.—On Saturday morning this city and neighbourhood was 
| visited with one of the most severe storms of wind which have ever oe- 
curred within the recollection of living inhabitants. So tremendous 
was the force of the wind, that in exposed situations people were wholly 
unable to bear up against it, and if not within reach of something to 
grasp at were in danger of being completely carried off their feet. 
Various instances occurred in which persons were suddenly lifted from 
the ground, and prostrated with considerable violence. The roaring of 
the storm was, during a period of at least two hours, absolutely fright- 
ful, and excited consternation over the whole city. ‘Tenements with a 
westerly exposure shook to their foundations; and, as in numerous 
quarters, the looser materials from the house tops were heard crashing 
upon the pavements, the inmates were kept in constant alarm, from a 
dread that their dwellings were about to be laid in ruins. The storm 
appeared to be at its greatest height about nine o’clock ; by eleven it 
had considerably moderated, and continued to subside, with now and 
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then a heavy gust, till about five o'clock in the afternoon, when the 
weather became calm and beautiful in the extreme. Many casualties 
in various parts of the city have taken place; but happily no disas- 
trous injury was done, and astonishment more than regret is the feeling 
with which the occurrence is now remembered 





IRELAND. 


Conviction or Two Murprrers.— At Limerick assizes, on Thursday 
last, Edward Conway, Patrick Lynch, and John Lynch, were indicted 
for the murder of the Rev. Mr Dawson, the two former prisoners 
having been put on their trial twice before for the same offence, which 
was perpetrated nine years ago. A number of witnesses were examined, 
and the trial lasted nearly two days 


acquittal for John Lynch. The last-named prisoner having been dis- 
charged, the court then proceeded to pass sentence of death. {[n the 
course of the trial one of the witnesses said he had been well kept in 
Dublin for the past three years, supported by the crown. He had 2/, 
a week during that time, and on two different occasions got L00l— 
Dublin Evening Freeman. 

MuRpER or Lory Noreury.—At the King’s county must 
held, the crown counsel, including the Solicitor-General, held a con- 
sultation respecting the expediency of proceeding at the present assize 
with the prosecution for the murder of Lord Norbury At first it was 
rumoured that they had determined to go on, and to apply to the court 
to fix Wednesday next for the trial; but it is now stated very confidently 
that the case will be postponed until next assizes ' 
summoned from England have already arrived, One of the w itnesses 
for the crown is the steward of the late murdered nobleman.- Since 
the foregoing was in type intelligence has arrived that the prosecution 
is to be gone on with. The grand jury returned 
John Gill and Peter Doran, the former charged a having been an ac- 
cessory before the fact, and Doran a: principal. The 5 both 
labourers in the late lord’s employ at the time of the murder. 

TRIAL FoR THE Murper Mackry.—At the 
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The jury returned a verdict of 
«“ Guilty” against Thomas Conway and Patrick Lynch, and a verdict of 
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assizes, on Saturday, George Jubee was arraigned for the murder of | 


Robinson Mackey, on the ]]th of August last, by shooting him in the 
right side of the back with a leaden bullet. 
conducted the case for the prosecution 
the same as that given on the coroner's 


The Solicitor- General 
The evidence was precisely 
inquest. Mr Gorman, who was 


assigned as counsel for the prisoner, addressed the jury in a very inge- | 


nious speech, calling attention to the fact of the crown not having at- 


| sity 


tributed any adequate motive to the prisoner for the commission of the | 


murder, from which he argued that if an individual committed an act 
that in his sound mind he must know would bring him to condign 
punishment, and did not attempt to fly after its commission, could it be 


aid that man was in possession of his reason at the time? But the | 
Lord Chief Justice summed up ag uinst the inference of insanity, and 
the jury having returned verdict of “ Guilty,” the prisoner was sen 
tenced to be hanged 
DistreE 3S IN THE Vest of Ineraxp.—In some parts of ¢ onnaught, | 


especially in Galway, the humbler classes are suffering great distress— 
a state of things rather unusual at this season 


contains a very afflicting statement on this 


‘Lhe Galway Vindicatoi 
subject “ Whole families 
(says that journal) are without any support except a few 


stones of 
potatoes amongst them, and hundreds of others have none at all What 
is to become of the people in summer, if this be their condition at 
present ” An appeal for assistance is to be made to the cox erne 


ment 








FOREIGN 


FRANCE 


A degree of activity reigns in the foreign and navy departments of 


France, and a disposition for display that will not, we suppose, escape 
the notice of our government. 

The Commerce states, that at tw elve o'clock on Monday a consulta- 
tion of physicians was held at the Pavilion Marsan, in the apartments 
of the Duc de Nemour A report had prevailed in Paris that the 
Duc de Nemours was seriously indisposed; but it turns out that he 
merely suffered from a severe cold, and was getting better 

The subscription for the sword of honour, to be presented to Ad- 
miral Dupetit Thouars, was going on, The 250 students of the Poly 
technic School who forwarded their subscription of ten sous each (the 
marimum fixed by the authors of the scheme) have been deprived of 
their permission to go abroad during fifteen days. “ Thi: 
has, however, so much excited the envy of other similar institutions 
says a Paris letter, “that every schoolboy in Paris, acting under the 
influence of ushers and professors (who are to a mai ‘ liberal’), may be 
expected to devote his little pocket money to this patriotic object. And 
yet this is the system of school discipline which the government, through 
the Minister of Justice, repro Arch 
to impugn !" 

The dispute between the Church and the University w 
an exceedingly serious character. The Moniteur contains a letter from 
the Minister of Justice to the Archbishop of Paris condemning in the 
strongest terms a memorial, addressed by himself and four of hi 
suffragans of the Archdiocese of Paris to the King, on the subject ot 
public instruction, and the publication of that document in the ; news- 
papers. 

_ The unanimous vote of the Belgian Chamber of Deputies on Thurs 

day last, approving the principle of the bill authorising the government 
to pay off the five per cents. stock of that kingdom at par, bas created 
in Paris misgivings that the French five per cents. will sooner or later 
be similarly paid off. This impression was further strengthened by the 
favourable reception of the announced intention of our government to 
pay off the theee-and-a-half per cents., and counteracted the tendency 
to improvement which the convalescence of the Duc de Nemours, and 
the feebleness and divisions of the opposition in the chambers, had, to 
a certain extent, produced, 


the bishop of Paris fo) daring 


as assuming 


punishment | 
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A young man, a student of pharmacy, aged 2], was convicted, on 
Saturday, of robbery, and sentenced to death for murdering a poor lady 
of 75 years of age, at her residence in one of the most populous streets 
of Paris, and in broad daylight. This announcement follows in the 
papers before us a brief account of the murder of a poor woman, under 
nearly similar circumstances, in the Faubourg St Martin, Paris, on 
Thursday last. 

The accounts from the south of France state the occurrence of dis- 
asters throughout the country from the inundations, 

Deara or rut Duxe or ANcouLemMe.—Accounts have been received 
in Paris announcing that the Duke of Angouléme is dead, 

PORTUGAL. 

Tur Civi. Warn.—This affair has divulged the rottenness of the 
defences of Portugal. From the extraordinary management of the 
War office, and the incredible manner in which 400 mutinous troops 
have now held their ground and done as they liked in the country for 
thirty-three days, it is evident that a few thousand Spanish troops 
might conquer Portugal in a fortnight. We do not say that they 


could hold it, but conquer it they unquestionably could. ‘To show 
the sort of Generals whom the War office has sent forth, suffice 
it to say that Baron Leiria, who took three weeks to march from 


Lisbon to Guarda, a distance of 100 miles, 


and still kept ata respect- 
ful distance from the rebels, wrote thus, like 


another Bombastes Furioso, 


on the 24th ult., to the government:—“ The insurgents have 
not passed the Douro, but have shut themselves up in Almeida. I[ am 


about to march against them, in conjunction with General Fonte Nova 
and Vinhaes; and | assure you that within the space of two days the 
insurgents shall have laid down their arms on the Portuguese territory, 
or evaporated into Spain!” elapsed, and the boast 
which was to have been realized in two days ts still 
futurity. 

Che Agricultural Wine Company of the Alto Douro is declared ina 
state a practical bankruptcy, and has been obliged to apply to the 
government fur a royal decree, enabling it indefinitely to prorogue the 
payinent of its debts until the cortes shall legislate on the subject 
This, in spite of the entire control of the port-wine exportation, and the 
large annual subsidy voted to them last vear Thus Portugal 
make the convention with England ! 

PRUSSIA 

An uneasy feeling exists in Berlin in consequence of the interference 
of government with the duties of some of the professors at the univer- 
The interdiction to which they had been subjected, in consequence 
of the supposed too great freedom of their lectures, and their tendency to 
Liberalism, creates an interest where none previously existed, and ren- 
ders professors popular who might otherwise have lectured to empty 
benches. ‘This interference on the part of the Prussian government is 
one amongst the numerous ill-judged measures which have occasioned 
a great falling off in the popularity of the king. An attack upon the 
liberality of the lectures of any professor at a German university is not 
likely to be regarded throughout the confederation with indifference 


Ten days have 


in the womb of 


must 


There is a kind of brotherhood ox freemasonry in existence between the 
members of all the universities of Germany, which makes each indivi- 


dual member feel that an attack upon any one of them is an attack 
upon all Che uneasy feeling in Berlin is not likely to rest where it 
is It ha already been shown at | eipsic, and in all probability it will 


extend itself further to other universities, and increase in intensity as it 
proceeds along, and in the meanwhile it is anything but allayed in Ber- 
lin itself 

BRAZIL. 

Farmourn, Marcu 13.—The Petre! packet, Lieutenant -Creser, 
arrived here this morning from Rio Janeiro, having sailed on the 28th 
January. This vessels brings 30,000/. on freight On the packet 
leaving, everything was quiet. A change in the ministry was talked 
of, but nothing definite had been arranged. The Linnet packet arrived 
at Rio on the 20th January, and the accounts brought by her extended 
the limits which some of the merchants held for the execution of coffee 
orders, and it was expected that extensive purchases would be made on 
European account; and more so, because the American buyers had 
been thrown a-back by the advices trom the United States, which were 
very unfavourable; so that a great deal of the coffee formerly bought 
for American account would be thrown on European hands. And it 
was anticipated that the most part of the shipments in this article would 
be sent to the Channel for orders 

The Frolic, sixteen guns, was lying at Santos, watching a slaver. The 
commander of this vessel, accompanied by the master and the purser’s 
steward, whilst returning on board one evening, were severely assaulted 
near a wood. The commander had his skull fractured, the master was 
severely bruised, and the latter had his arm broken ; but all were doing 
well Phe assailants are supposed to have belonged to the slaver 

UNITED STATES. 

Che unexpected arrival of the Royal mail steamer Hibernia, Captain 
Judkins, from Boston and Halifax, with the mails and passengers, was 
unmnounced at Liverpool on Wednesday She was telegraphed oft 
Holyhead at |} M., being only twelve days one hour on her whole 
voyage, including her stoppage at Halifax. By this arrival we are put 
in possession of New York papers fourteen days later than the last 
packet ship. A frightful accident had occurred on board the Princeton 
frigate, during a pleasure excursion; and, when the president and 
nearly two hundred guests were on board, in firing the long gun it ex- 
ploded at the breach, and spread death and destruction around. Six 
persons were killed, some of them men of eminence. The papers an- 
nounece the death of Mr Nicholas’ Biddle, of Pennsylvania, the great 
banker, and, as we may say, swindler. We regret to announce the 
sudden death, on the 8th instant, of John Everleigh, aged twenty-four, 
the second mate of the Hibernia. The deceased was the son of the late 
Captain Everleigh, R.N 

Wasuincton.—We extract part of the matter which appears in the 
Chronicle of Wednesday in regard to the deplorable and deplored acci- 
dent of the firing of the Princeton frigate’s guns :— 


“ The city is in mourning. Another melancholy event has befallen 
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the country. Captain Stockton, of the steamer Princeton, invited some 
three or four hundred ladies and gentlemen, including the President 
and his family, the members of his cabinet and foreign ministers, some 
senators and meimbers of the house, and a large circle of his especial 
friends, to take an excursion with him down the Potomac this day, and 
witness the beauty and movement of his noble vessel, and the discharge 
of his immense gun. All the invitations were most eagerly accepted, 
and at about one o'clock the company were safely put on board the 
Princeton from a small steamer which took them from the wharf. The 
day was clear and pleasant, and there were as many ladies on board as 
gentlemen, and everything promised a delightful excursion. After a 
salute of twenty-one guns from the small pieces, the big gun was put 
in readiness for the firing of a ball, weighing 230 lbs. ‘The ladies were 
all «piped to deck,’ and obtained prominent places to see the discharge. 
The word ‘ fire’ was given, and all eyes immediately beheld the motion 
of the ball upon the water, giving some half-dozen bounds and going 
a distance of about two miles before it finally sunk. The experiment 
was in every respect successful, and all were delighted. The party then 
adjourned to the cabin, and after the ladies had feasted fully from the 
abundance so liberally provided for them by the noble captain, the gen- 
tlemen took possession of the table, Captain Stockton being at the 
head, the President upon his right, the members of the cabinet (with 
the single exception of Mr Spencer, who was not on board) arranged 
according to their official station upon the left, Senators Benton and 
Woodbury, Mr Catlin, and other members of congress, following on 
the right of the President. Toasts and champagne sparkled together, 
and all were as merry and happy as could be. In the midst of this, and 
as the vessel was nearing home, the captain concluded to have another 
fire with his big gun, and it was then that the fatal event occurred. 
The gun was ranged, and the gentlemen whom the captain most desired 
should see the operation were specially invited up to witness it. The 
gun was fired—the breech exploded! killing instantly Mr A. P. Upsher, 
Secretary of State; Mr Gilmer, Secretary of the Navy; Virgil Maxey, 
Esq., of Maryland; Com. Kennon, Chief of the Bureau of Construe- 
tion; and Mr Gardner, of New York—seriously injuring Captain 
Stockton; also one of the midshipmen, and three or four of the hands 
of the ship, and more or less injuring some six others of the ship’s crew. 
Senator Benton was standing on the right of Captain Stockton, as were 
also Mr Tyson, of Philadelphia, Colonel Strictland of the same city, 
and others. The gentlemen killed were all standing upon the leeward 
side of the gun, nearly in a row, and when the gun burst, the pieces 
went in that direction and killed them instantly—not a groan was heard 
to escape their lips. The President, but a moment previous to the 
discharge, fortunately left its vicinity. As the smoke cleared away, 
Captain Stockton was seen with his hair and face scorched, and his 
dress covered with powder; he jumped with one spring to the top of 
his gun, and exclaimed, ‘ My God, would that I were dead too!’ It 
would be quite impossible to describe the distressing scenes that fol- 
lowed. Judge Upshur has a wife and three or four children to deplore 
his sudden death. The Secretary of War, Mr Wilkins, had a narrow 
escape. One of Senator Woodbury’s daughters was standing so near 
to the persons killed that she was bespattered over with blood. Her 
eseape was truly miraculous, as was also that of others in the immediate 
vicinity of the gun. When the company left the Princeton, which was 
about six o'clock, everything was being done to take care of the 
wounded and dead. ‘The President, Mr Wickliffe, Mr Wilkins, and 
others remained on board.” 


POLITICAL. 


Justice to IrELAND.—Mertine 1x Covent Garpen THeatRE.— 
On Thursday night a very full meeting was held at Covent Garden 
Theatre of the “ friends of Ireland,” and mostly Irishmen resident in 
the metropolis. The point of attraction was Mr O'Connell, to whom 
an address was delivered, and liberal resolutions passed. The recep- 
tion of the Liberator was as enthusiastic as any which he has yet re- 
ceived in England, and his speech bore more upon repeal than any 
which he has recently delivered. This might be accounted for by he 
circumstance of his audience being mostly Irish. 

“Ireland wanted repeal. Nobody could doubt the misery which had 
existed and increased in Ireland since the union; everybody began now to 
admit that Ireland was inundated with pauperism ; all writers upon the 
country concurred in declaring the increase and augmentation of the des- 
titution of the country. (Loud cheers.) Was there ever anything so fright- 
ful as the details contained in the report of the Poor-law Commissioners ? 
Captain Larcom showed that out of the agricultural population seventy 
per cent. were living in cabins consisting of one room, for an entire family and 
the pig. (Cheers and laughter.) Of the town population thirty per cent. 
were living in single rooms, sometimes occupied by three or four families. 
(Cheers.) Was it not frightful to contemplate the returns, which showed 
that the oo mea of Ireland was decreasing at the rate of 70,000 per 
annum. (Cheers.) Why he (Mr O’Connell) would be the basest of 
mankind—having obtained the affections of the Irish people—if he did 
not exert every sinew of his frame, and every portion of his intellect, in 
endeavouring to redress such evils as these, and in promoting the pros- 
perity of acountry which God had blessed, and which wicked man had turned 
into a desert. (Loud cheers.) ” 

He said that whatever bad could be proved against Irish parlia 
ments, worse was capable of proof against English. He intimated his 
intention of visiting other parts of England before returning to his 
native country. 

FREE-TRADE MOVEMENTS. 

SappLewortTH.—On Friday evening a large and respectably at- 
tended public meeting of the inhabitants of Saddleworth was held in 
Ebenezer Chapel, Upper Mill, in aid of the great League Fund. Jobn 
Buckley, Esq., of Carr hill, Mossley, presided. The meeting was 
effectively addressed by R. Cobden, Fsq., R. R. R. Moore, Esq., and 
James Lees, Esq., of Delph Lodge. During the proceedings the sum 
of 2521 17s. was collected. Amongst the principal contributions were 
James Bottomly, Esq., Greenfield, 50/.; James Lees, Esq., Delph 
Lodge, 30!, ; Buckley Bent, Esq., Dobcross, 20/. 














ComperinG Lines or Rawway.—A correspondent, who adverts to 
Mr Gladstone’s having obtained a committee of the House of Com- 
mons to decide what are competing lines of railways, and to his inten- 
tion to raise the question upon the Lancaster and Carlisle line, is at a 


loss to discover what line is to be tried as competing with it. He as- 
sumes it, however, to be that from Edinburgh to Berwick, and then 
remarks, that—‘‘ No man in his senses can suppose such a case is one of 
competition ; and if under this resolution the committee perform their 
only duty, viz., that of throwing out the one line, and giving the other 
its bill, we shall have an effectual stop put to any line being at all 
carried into Scotland, as I understand the Carlisle and Glasgow line is 
very problematical, and neither it nor the Newcastle and Berwick line 
are before parliament. I recommend this case to the consideration of 
the Seotch members.” 

Tur Premier’s Ecorism.—Sir Robert Peel, in his late speech on the 
Irish question, contrived to use the word “myself” ten times, the 
word * me” twenty-six times, the word “my” forty-two times, and 
the word “1” three hundred and fifty times! 





COMMERCIAL MARKETS. 


: Frmay Nianr. 

= INDIGO.—There have been very few transactions in indigo this week, 
but the brokers continue to sell old parcels to the trade and for shipping in 
lots of a dozen chests or two, to suit the orders which drop in from various 
quarters. The aggregate, however, does not amount to much, and we 
observe no speculative tendency; the prices paid are fully as high as the 
average currency of the last January sales, and in many instances some- 
what higher. The home consumption is now very good, and perhaps on 
as large a scale as ever before. We have no indication of an increased 
consumption of indigo in other parts of Europe, and what has recently 
been shipped from this port goes probably more to replenish exhausted 
stocks than to satisfy a largerconsumption. ‘The continental dealers have 
been very cautious in taking indigo from here and other markets, since it 
became known early last autumn that the new crops on the continent of 
India were unusually abundant. 

The attention of those interested in the indigo trade has this week been 
fixed upon the next quarterly sales, which stand declared for the 15th of 
April, but it has caused some sensation that no declaration of parcels to be 
sold followed, as usual, the announcement of the date of sales. At length 
we find this day 872 chests declared, and more, of course, will follow. 
The brokers, however, are now of opinion that only a moderate proportion 
of the present stock in first hands, about 8,500 chests, will be brought for- 
ward, say about two-thirds of the whole: and it must remain very un- 
certain whether indigo of the new crop will arrive in time to be put up at 
the April sales. If it is the intention, by bringing a smaller quantity out 
for sale, and keeping back a part of the unsold stock, to screw up the 
value of indigo, it is not likely that such an expectation will be realized ; 
the Dutch Trading Society having declared considerable sales of indigo 
to be held at Rotterdam onthe 22nd April, and at Amsterdam on the 
25th April, and the total quantityjto be sold amounts to nearly 4,000 chests, 
at about 250 Ibs. English each. Foreigners are therefore likely to purchase 
their indigo in Holland if attempts are made to raise the value of indigo 
in our market in the face of the largest crop ever known, which is 
likely to bring nearly 40,000 chests to the London market, exclusive of 
Madras, Kurpah, &c. 

COCHINE AL.—There have been no public sales of any moment of 
Cochineal this week, but the article remains stationary at the last cur- 
rency, with a good home consumption but rather diminished export. 

SUGARS.—Refined: For home-trade goods a reduction of about Is, 
has been submitted to, at which only a limited business has been done, and 
export sorts likewise are still only in moderate request at the quotations. 
The British plantation market has been very heavy during the week. In 
foreign more business has been done this week ; and the private transac- 
tions are mostly at moderate prices. 

COFFEE.—There is still on the whole much firmness in the home 
market. Foreign: There was some activity on Saturday, both in export 
and home-trade sorts, and 1,500 bags were sold at rather better prices. 

RICE.—In Bengal not much business has been done by private contract 
this week, but prices are steady. 

PIMENTO.— 64 bags ordinary and low middling in public saie, sold at 
27d to 3Zd—since which there has been a renewed inquiry for good quality ; 
and a parcel has been sold at 33d. 

PEPPER continues very steady, but nothing of consequence has been 
offered in public sale, and little has been done by private contract. 

In CINNAMON, the business doing is unimportant, but prices are 
firm. 

CASSTA LIG NEA is inquired for, and very little is offering. 

MACE.—15 packages good seconds and first quality in public sale, sold 
at 3s. to 4s. 6d. 

NUTMEGS.—2\ packages middling and good brown sold at 3s, 2d. to 
4s. 4d. 

CLOVES.—26 bags Bourbon were bought in at 113d. 

SALTPETRE.—Privately not much has been done this week, 1,401 
bags in public sale, chief part sold at full prices. 

NITRATE OF SODA is steady, but the demand is dull. 

The COTTON market is heavy and rather lower. 

FOREIGN. 

Holland.—The Dutch Company’s sales of coffee were held at Rotterdam 
on the 7th, snd at Amsterdam on the 11th instant. The former consisted 
of 184,516 bags, the latter of 253,443 bags: total, 437,959 bags, amounting 
to 25,000 tons. The whole was sold briskly, and without fluctuations ; the 
good ordinary and ordinary sorts at an advance equal to 3s. to 4s, per 
ewt., and the coloury and superior at 5s. to 8s. above the valuations made 
towards the end of last month, The prices ran from 21} cents to 314 
cents per lb.; reducing them to sterling money, without deduction of 
charges, and classing them according to the denominations of the London 
market, they were —for ordinary to good ordinary pale and mixed, 21} to 
224 cents per lb., equal to 36s. to 38s. per cwt.; good green and yellow, 
23 to 27 cents, equal to 39s, to 45s. per cwt.; superior green, 28 to 314 
cents, equal to 47s. to 53s. per ewt.; superior yellow and brown, 28 to 38 
cents, equal to 47s. to 64s. per cwt. Many orders have remained unex- 
ecuted, and an advance has since the sale been obtained upon well-bought 
lots. The result of the sales confirms the confidence latterly shown in the 
improved prices, and a further rise is anticipated. The company’s sales 
of tin at Amsterdam and Rotterdam began with briskness, but closed with 
less animation, and a considerable proportion remained unsold. The next 
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indigo sales have been declared at Rotterdam for the 22nd of Apvil, at | 
Amsterdam for the 25th of April. The total quantity offered will be | 
equal to upwards of 4,000 chests of Bengal indigo, and the qualities are | 
stated to be good. 
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RAILWAYS. 
No.of | Dividends per 
Shares. Annum. 
| L. 8. 
Edinburgh and Dalkeith - - 1,154 5 0 Opet 
Glasgow and Ayrshire - - | 12,500 210 Opet 
Glasgow and Greenock - - +, 16,000 210 Opet | 
Glasgow and Garnkirk - - -; 4,000 | 610 Opet | 
Dundee and Arbroath - - 4,000 | —_ | 
Birmingham and Derby - - 6,300 | 2 8 0 psh | 
Ditto Thirds, iss. 84 dis. - - 6,300 | 018 Bpsh | 
Ditto Eighths - - - - - | 6,300 | 028 | 
Birmingham and Gloucester - - 9,500 3 0 Opsb 
Ditto New, iss. 74 dis. - - 10,000 | O15 
Bristol and Exeter - - - 15,000 4 0 Opet 
Ditto and Gloucester : . 6,640 | _ 
Chester and Birkenhead . - — j _ 
Eastern Counties - - - 56,000 | 0 6 
Ditto New - - - 8&8 000 08 0 
Ditto Extension - - =) 144,000 | 5 0 Opet 
Eastern Union - - - 4,000 | -- 
Glasgow, Paisley, and Ayrshire - | 12,500 | 2 0 pet 
Edinburgh and Glasgow - «=! 18,000 | 10 Opet 
Ditto New - ie | “ie 18,000 | 012 6 psh 
Ditto Registered: - - . os a 
Grand Junction  - ‘470 10,918 | 10 0 Opet 
Ditto HalfShares - - - 10,918 | 10 0 O pet 
Ditto Quarter Shares - . _ _ 
Great North of England - - 10,000 3 5 Opet 
Great Western - - - ° 25,000 318 O psh 
Ditto Half Shares - - - - 25,000 % 0 Opsh 
Ditto Fifths - - - - 37,500 | O14 4psh 
Hull and Selby - - - 8,000 510 Opet 
Ditto Quarter Shares - - - 8,000 - 
Lancaster and Carlisle - - 16,000 - 
Leeds and Bradford - - -} -- - 
Leeds and Selby - . - -, 2,100 _ 
Liverpool and Manchest« - -| 5,100 10 0 O pet 
Ditto Half Shares - - - 7,068 10 0 pet 
Ditto Quarter Shares - - 11,475 10 0 pet 
London and Brighton - - | 36,000 2 0 Opsh | 
Ditto Loan Notes - - - — 5 0 0 pet 
London and Blackwall - - | 48,000 02 6 
London and Greenwich - - - | 43,077 - 
Preference or Privilege - - - 11,136 5 0 Oper | 
London and Birmingham — - 4 10 0 Opet | 
Ditto New Qoarter Shar Ww 0 O pet 
Ditto New Thirds - - 1 0 
London and South-Western - -! 46,200 | 3 0 Opsh | 
Ditto Eighths - - - - | —_ | _ ' 
ondon and Croydon - |} 33,000 | O14 Opsh } 
Ditto Scrip, issued at (#7. dis. - 7,000 — | 
Manchester and Leed: ° ~ 13,000 317 Opsh | 
Ditto New Shares - - =} 13,000 | 113 0 psh 
Dicto Quarter Shares - - 13,000 | 0 4 0 
Manchester and Birmingham - 30,000 | 1 0 | 
Ditto Extension - - . _ — 
Midland Counties - - - 10,000 | 4 8 
Ditto Quarter Shares, iss. 10 dis. - 10,000 | 1 2 
Ditto Fifths - - - - 10,000 | 0 2 
Norwich and Brandon - - 19,000 | -_ 
Newcastleand DarlingtonJ unction _ | 0 6 
North Midland - - - - 15,0 | 4 0 
Ditto Half Shares, iss. 10 dis. - 15,000 2 9 
Ditto Thirds, iss. at 111. 13s. 44. dis. 22,000 1 6 
Northern and Eastern - - 10,256 2 5 
Ditto Scrip, issued at Jv. dis. - - 3,136 | OU5 
Ditto Quarter Shares - o 12,208 | ~— 
Paris and Oreans - - - | 80,000 | _ 
Parisand Rouen - - : 72,000 117 
Preston and Wyre, appropriated - 2,600 = 
Dicto, not all appropriated = - e 0,600 ome 
Rouen and Havre - - - £0,000 om 
Sheffield, Ashton-under-Lyne, and 
Manchester - - - - 7,000 0 Opet 
Sheffield and Rotherham - - 1,000 5 
Stockton and Darlington -| 1,500 1b 0 Opet 
South-Eastern and Dover -} RAND = 
Ditto New, iss. 25 dis. ° ' 98 000 = 
Yarmouth and Norwich - - 7,000 =~ 
York and North Midian: - - 4,700 10 0 Opet 
Ditto New Shares - - = 6.700 10 0 Opet 
Ditto Scarboro’ Branch - i ; ow 
JOINT STOCK BANKS 
No. of Dividend 
shares. Per Ann. 
ye ee { Agricultural and Commercial ) 

? (of Ireland : - - - 
15,000 81. per ct. Australasia - : - - 
7,000 | -_— Do. New - - - 
20,000 Ol. per ct British North American - 

| Jo. New - - - - 

5,000 él. per ct. Ceylon - o = . = > 
8,000 | County of Gloucester - — - 

1,000 Ol. per ct. Commercial of London - 

20,000 i) per ct. Colonial - - - - _ 

4,000 61 per ct. lonian . - ~ =" 

40,000 | 6). per ct. London and Westminster - 

60,000 | 61. per ct. London Joint Stock - = 
Metropolitan - - 

40,000 | 81. perct. | Provincial of Ireland - . 

20,000 81. per ct. Do. New - - - 
Royal of Australia - - - 

4,000 6l. per ct. Nationai of Ireland ° ° 
10,000 | 21s. persh. | National Provincial of England 
10,000 | tis. per sh. Do. New . - - 
1,000 | lil. per ct. Northamptonshire Union - : 
21,500 _— - estershire - . - - 

10 ¢ 4 § West of England and South) 
mite perc.) | WaesDinkt - - - ; 
0,000 61. per ct. Wilts and Dorset - - - 
»),000 Sl. per ct Union of Australia ‘ ® e 
10,000 SL. per ct. Do. do. 7 . “ 

oH 090 ol. per ct. Union of London ‘ 








Paris, Paris, 








5 per Cent. 


-~ 


Ann. - 


Mar. and 22Sep. - 
Exchange - - - 
44 per Cent. Ann. 


payable 
Exchange 
4 per Cent. Aun. 2 


oe 


Mar. and 22 Sep. 
Exchange - - 


and 272 


3 per Cent. 22 June 
= = = 


Exchange - - - 


Bank Shares, | Jan. 


and | July - - 


Exchange on Len- 


donlmonth - = 


Exchange on Lcn- 


don3months- - 


’ f. Ce f. « 

f 122 49 122 70 
} 10 25 
‘ 106 50 

’ 

fs | 82 55 82 70 
’ | - 9° ofr 

§ \3,265 3,265 

' 
5 25 (57 25 574 
’ 

5 DB DP 25 50 


Mar. 7. Mar. &. 


f. 


FRENCH FUNDs. 


Paris, 
Mar. & 


i220 


82 
| 3,265 
bia 


50 | 


or, 
25 


| 29 


ay) 














BANK OF ENGLAND, 





the 





Account of the Liabilities and Assets 
of the Bank of England on the average of 
uarter, from the 2d of December to 
the 24th February, 18#4 


Deposits, 





LIABILITIES. 
Circulation £20,414,000 | 
i 13,924,000 


£34,338,000 





CORN MARKETS, 
(From Messrs Gillies and Horne’s Circular.) 

Cory Excuaycer, Monpay, Marcu 11,~—The weather is very unsettled. 
We had many hours heavy rain yesterday, and it commenced again this 
morning. No harm is yet done that fine weather would not soon remedy, 
but a late or wet seed time is thought generally unfortunate. The arrivals 
are short, and the condition bad. Wheat the same as last week, Barley 
ls. cheaper. Oats, 6d. cheaper. Beans are dull. Peas looking up. No 
change in flour. 


BRITISH. | PER QR. | FOREIGN AND COLONIAL. 





| 
Wheat, Essex, Kent, Suffolk, white | 57s to 62s | Wheat, White Spanish, Tuscan -| 60s to — 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Lothian, Fife, Angus, do. | 32s to 60s | ————High mixed Danzig -| 64s to — 























——— Inverness, Murray, &c. - | 5%s to fills | —~——Mixed do - - | 58s to 63s 
—-— Essex, Kent, Suffolk, red - | 5%s to 5Ns | ——-——-Rostock, new - - -| 60s to — 
——— Cambridge, Lincoln, red ~ | 52s to 055 | ————Red Hamburg - . -| — to 60s 
Barley, English Malting, and Che- | —— Polish Odessa - . -| Rs to— 
valier - - - - - - | 33s to 36s | — Hard - - - . -| Ws to — 
—— Distiller’s, English & Scotch | 3ls to 34s ——--—Egyptian - . . -|>- = 
——— Coarse, for grinding, &c. - — to Sls, Barley, Malting, &c. - - -| = = 
Oats, Northumberland & Berwick 21s to 2s - Distiller’s, &. - - -|-— — 
—— Lothian, Fife, Angus - - | 2ls to Ys - Grinding, &e. - - -| — to dls 
—— Murray, Ross- - = - | 8lsto 2s | Oats, Brew,&c. - - = | — = 
— Aberdeen and Banil - - | Yls to2 —— Polands, &c. - - a | = a 
—— Caithness - - - Yls to 22s —— Feed, &c. - . - - _ _ 
—— Cambridge, Lincoln, &c. ~ | 20s to Zls —— Do. dried, Riga, &c. ° i —-_ = 
— Irish - - - - - | 18sto 20s Rye, Dried - ° ° jj —_— — 
—— English, black - - | 20s to 2ls ,-—— Undried - : - e i[—_ «= 
—— Jrish ” - - | 19s to Y%0s Beans, Horse - - - - - 384s to— 
—— Potato, Scotch : - - | Yds to 26s Mediterranean - - - 26s to 2s 
aco »» _ Irish - - 20s to 26s Peas, White - - - - é2sto— 
—— Poland, Lincoln, &c. = - | 22s to 26 ——— Yellow - ° ; = 34s to — 
Beans, ‘Ticks - - - ° - | 28s to? Flour, French, per 280lbs. nett 
—— Harrow - ° « - | Ys to: weight - - - e . —_ ow 
—— Small - ° - . 30s to S8s .——— American, per Bar. 196 lbs. 
Peas, White - - - - | 35s to 36s nett weight - -| 32s to 35s 
—-— oilers - - - : - | 37sto— —— Danzig, &c., do. do. i eee 
Flour, ‘Town-made Households - | 50s to 53s | ——— Canada, do. do. B0s to 32s 
--—— Norfolk and Suffolk - 'dMsto— jam Oe do. do, oe ed _ 


Corn Excuance, Fripay, Marcu 15.—The weather has been very wet 
this week, but to day has turned fine since the morning. The arrivals in 
the return made up to last night are short, but this tide we learn several 
coasters are coming up. The market is as dull as possible for every arti- 
cle, and no change from Monday’s prices can be quoted. 

LONDON AVERAGES. 


For the week ending March 1). 

















W heat. Barley. Oats. Rye. Beans. Peas 
6,548 qrs. | 76,l4qrs. | 24,200 qrs. | 133 qrs. 1,264 qrs, | 860 qra. 
¢ 37s. 5d. 4s. Sd. Ws. Ld, 33s. 7d. 29s. 2d. 3ls. Ou. 
IMPERIAL AVERAGES. 
W heat. Barley Oats. Kye. Beans. Peas. 
Weeks ending a & 5 ah s. a s dd es a We 
Feb. 8th - =. S 66 3 2 is Il 33 10 w 8 30 68 
— Il6éth a ae, @ 3 33.Cid ae az ~»% 10 30) (C«#6 
— Yard - se - 536 gs 64 Iv 6 $s 5 a0 6 3st} 
— 2th - a 55d 33. C7 + 2 32 10 30. C4 SL 2 
Mar. 7th ae 5 2 a3. C9 200~«*08 a5 3 30065 a CO 
Lith = \ 7) 43 H wm 21 33 4 $l 0 4l 6 
Aggregate of the sia week ot 4 33 OD 9 ¢ a. 0 4 31.0 
Duties” till Mar. 20th imelu 18 0 o 0 - . » 6 10 6 Ww 6 
On Grain from U. Possession 
outof Europe - - - » 0 oe *« 2 0 i. @ » 0 
Flour—Foreign, LZs. Od. per 106 lt -British Possession, 3s. 0d. ditto. 


SMITHFIELD MARKET 
MonDAY Notwithstanding the wet state of the weather, there was a 
very good attendance of butchers, both town and country, this morning at 
market, and, all things considered, trade decidedly improved, whilst there 
are indications of more satisfactory results. Whilst some apprehend that 
the trade will never again permanently assume its old form, there are 
some who anticipate a very fair reaction, and this impression is founded 
upon not unauthorized grounds, The graziers and farmers are fast re- 
covering their fears upon the subject of the Continental cattle seriously 
affecting the home trade, and the low prices which stock has been selling 
at for the last 18 mouths are recovering. Besides this, it is found that the 
import provisions has not so largely increased as at first imagined would 
have been the case, and likewise does not meet with so very rapid a con- 
sumption, It was supposed that Buenos Ayres would furnish a large _ 
portion of the imports from the cheapness of provisions there, but which 
has not been the case; and the talked-of project of a company of English 
capitalists being about to proceed there, with all the new improvements 
for salting the beef, contributed to impress the belief that the supply of 
‘alt meat would be very extensive. Although the sale of stock cattle is 
not so good as it was two years ago, it is better than it has been, and all 
unnecessary fears upon the subject removed, will doubtless, in time, re- 
cover still more, although perhaps not the extent desired. ‘The supply of 
beasts was plentiful this morning, but short of sheep, the number of the 
latter consisting of ccareely 28,000 head. Although the beef trade was 
not quite so good as last week, still prices ranged fair, and mutton and 
pork commanded higher prices than either of these meats have done for 
months, while, at the same time, total clearances were effected. 
Fripay.—Notwithstanding our market was but scantily supplied with 
beasts, a large portion of which was of middling and inferior quality, the 
beef trade was in a very depressed state. The number of sheep were only 
moderate, while the mutton trade was tolerably steady. In lambs very 
little was doing. Prime small calves commanded a steady sale. A good 
business was transacted in pigs. Milch cows were selling heavily, at from 
16/. to 192. 10s. each. 





Prices per Stone. At Market. 





ai ~ Monday. Friday. Monday. Friday 
Reef 3s Oi to 4s Yd ... Ys Gdeods Od Beasts ... wee vee ov 2,054 ... 69 
Mutton 3s 6d to 4s 8d ... Ys Sdtods 6d Calves , ee a isn 7” sie 136 
Veal 4; Od to 5s Od ... 38 Sdto4s 10d) Sheep... ... «. oo 29,730 ... 3,260 
Pork 3s 10d to 4s 10a 2s Odtods 4d Pigs . . a Wane 415 .. 320 


Prices of Hay and Straw, per load of 36 trusses. 
Hay, 2. 1ds. Od. to 3/. 12s. Od. | Clover, 42. 0s. 0d. to 5/. 0s, 0d. | Straw, I/. bs. Od. to L/. 10s. Od. 


There has been a good trade for most descriptions during the last week 
for olds as well as new. The superfines have become exceedingly scarce. 
Prices remain firm as before. 
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COAL MARKET. 


Prices of Coals per Ton at the close of the market.—Carr’s Hartley, 16s 


—Fenham Hartley, 13s. 6d.— Hastings Hartley, 16s.—Holywell “Main, 
16s, 6d.—Morrison’s Hartley, 14s.—Nelson’s West Hartley, 16s,—Oakwell- 
Wall’s-end; Wharncliffe, 16s. 6d.— 
Richmond, 15s, 9d.—Quarrington, 16s.—Richardson’s Tees, 15s, 6d.—Sey- 
mour Tees, 18s, 3d.—Tees, 19s.—West Hetton, 15s.—Lewis’s Merthyr, 1s. 


gate Main, 13s.—West Wylam, 15s. 


Ships arrived, 2. 





a 
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THE GAZETTE. 
Tuesday, A arch 12 

BANKRUPTS. 
SCHOLEFIELD, J., Cheapside, City, cutler 

Queen street, oo. 
SMITH, W., late of King street, St Giles’s, but now of Strand, printer 

f Webber, Caroline street, Bedford square 
ADAMS, T., Newport, Isle of Wight, publican. 

St James's. 

EIKE, C., late of Rotherhithe, Surrey, and of Park street, Westminster, 
iron rivet manufacturer. { Taylor, Clement's lane, Lombard street. 

SPARK, A., Jewin crescent, Jewin street, City, wine merchant. [ Chis- 
holm, Cook’s court, Lincoln’s inn. 

POTT, W., Macclesfield, Cheshire, silk throwster. 
street. 

MILLAR, T., Liverpool, hosier. [ Abbott, Charlotte strect. 

ALSOP, R., Manchester, grocer. [ Johnson and Co., Temple 

CROWDER, R., West Auckland, Durhain, iron. founder. 

Carter lane, Doctors’ common 
SMITH, W., Nottingham, smallwareman. 

mingham 
WOOD, G., Ingram, 

Bedford row. 
LIMBERT, Ce Boroughbridge, Yorkshire, shopkec pel 

Co., Gray’s inn. 

STOREY, C. A., Leeds, corn merchant. f Summers, Princes street. 
DIVIDENDS. 

April 4, E. Brain, Rodney street, Pentonville, steel-plate printer.— April 
3, E, Cooper, High street, St Giles’s, and of Piccadilly, stationer.— April 
3, R. H. and J. Frary, Oxford street, carpet warehousemen.—April 4, J. 
and W. Wolland, Exeter, and of Powderham, Devonshire, turners.— April 
4,P. and M. D. Protheroe, Bristol, West India merchants.—April 4, J. 
Harford, Bristol, and of Ebbw Vale and Sirhowy, Monmouthshire, irou 
master.—April 3, C. F. Dewson, Birmingham, victualler.—April 3, M. 
Cook, Evesham, Worcestershire, hotel keeper.—April 3, 8. Cook, Dudley, 
Worcestershire, draper.—April 3, C. Powell, Coventry, watch manufac- 
turer.—April 3, W. Stone, Birmingham, printer.—April 5, J. H. Perryman, 
Birmingham, bookseller.—April 4, TT. Redshaw, Bourn, Lincolnshire, 
eaddler, 


2 ESET 


[ Foster, Jermyn street, 


[ Abbott, Charlotte 


at 


f Burn, Gre 
[ Motteram and Giddey, Bir- 


Northumberland, banker. [ Nicholls and Doyle, 


Williamson and 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS 
W. Geddes, Aberdeen, commission agent.—A. Marshall, Aberdecn, 
plumber.—D. M'Intyre, Glasgow, grocer.—J. Calder, Redmill, victual 
dealer.—H. Brown, jun., and Co., Glasgow, ship insurance brokers. 


Ty nlay, March 15, 
BANKRUPTS. 
BELL, J. C,, Norwich, surgeon, [ Shearman, Trinityplace, Charing 
Westmiuste: 
SAVILL, C., Romford, grocer. { Hindmarsh and Son, Jewin crescent 
LUBBOCK, P. E., Butcherhall lane, licensed victualler. [ Henderson. 
Mansell street, Goodman’s fields. 
FOAKES, J., market gardener. [ Sharp, Field, and Jackson, Bedford row. 
JONES, J. R., Newbridge, Monmouthshire, grocer. { Perkins, Bristol, 
DAKEYNE, Alice, Bolton-le-Moors, Lancashire, smallware dealer. 
[ Makinson and Sanders, Elm court, ‘Temple. 
WALKINGTON, J., Chapeltown, Leeds, joine: 
WADE, J., Birmingham, paper maker. 
mingham. 
CARRUTHERS, G., Coventry, draper. { Nield, Manchester. 


cro 


| Blackburn, Leeds 
{ Motteram and Giddey, Bir- 


BIRTHS. 
On the 12th iustant, at Calverton, Bucks, the Hou. Mrs Percival, of a 
daughter, 
MARRIED. 


At the British Embassy, Florence, Henry B. Bunnett, Esq., of Genoa, 
to Agnes, second daughter of the late Francis Pierpoint Burton, Esq., 
county of Westmeath, Ireland, and granddaughter of the late distinguished 
Lieutenaut-Geuneral St Leger, of Bromley hall, Kent. 

DIED. 

On the 9th instant, at the advanced age of 78, Sir Henry Halford, Bart. 
The deceased was created a Baronet by George III, and was physician to 
him and three successive Sovereigns. His son, the member for South 
Leicestershire, succeeds to his title and estates. 

On the 9th January, near Hawulbaugh, by the accidental discharge of 
his gun, whilst out shooting, Lieutenant Beauchamp Scarlett Cooper, of 
the 44th Bengal Native Infantry, aged 21, second son of Bransby Blake 
Cooper, Esy., of New street, Spring gardens. ‘ 

February 28, at Matlock Bank, at the advanced age of 85 years, Hannah, 
the wife of Mr Joseph Neale; and on the Sunday following, the said 
Joseph Neale, in the 88th year of his age. This old couple lived together 
in the bonds of matrimony sixty-four years. He only took to his bed the 
tame day that his wife died. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
NATIONAL ANTI-CORN-LAW LEAGUE. 
[HE COUNCIL of the LEAGUE beg to announce that 
the next MEETING in COVENT GARDEN THEATRE will take 
place on WEDNESDAY EVENING, the 20th inst. 
_The Right Hon. the EARL OF RADNOR will take the Chair pre- 
cisely at Seven o’Clock. 
Richard Cobden, Esq., M.P., Mr Charles Lattimore, of Whethampstead, 
Hertfordshire, and other gentlemen, will address the meeting. 
Tickets of admission may be had on application at the Offices of the 


League, 67 Fleet street, from eleven to four o’clock on Monday and Tues- 
day. 


~ Re 
half- 


gistered Members admitted as heretofore.—Doors to 


be opened at 


[Shield and Harwood, 





— ee — ee ee 
ENICE, the ISLAND CITY.—Under the Patronage 
of the Emperor and Empress of Austria, the Kings and Queens of 
Prussia, Holland, Bavaria, &c. (whose signatures may be seen in the 
“ Royal Album,” in the Exhibition Room).— A perfect model, on an 
immense scale, of this extraordinary and most interesting City is now ex 
hibiting at the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, every day from eleven in the 
morning until nine at night, beautifully illuminated. Admission, Is. ; 
Children, 6d. 
N.B.—A rare Picture by Coreggio, to be seen at the Exhibition Room, 
and which is for sale. 


OMPOSITION for WRITING with STEEL 

' PENS.—STEPHENS’ WRITING FLUID.—These Compositions, 
which have so remarkably extended the use of the STEEL PEN, are 
brought to very great perfection, being more easy to write with, more 
durable, and in every respect preferable to the ordinary Ink. In warm cli- 
matesthey have become essential. They consist of : 

an INSTANTANEOUS BLACK INK 

A BLUE FLUID, changing to an intense Black colour, 

PATENT UNCHANGEABLE BLUE FLUIDS, remaining a deep 
Blue colour. 

A SUPERIOR BLACK INK, of the common character, but more fiuid 

A SUPERIOR CARMINE RED, for Contract Writing. 

A CARBONACEOUS RECORD INK, unchangeable by any Chemical 
Agent 

‘Also, new kind of MARKING INK for Linen; and Inkholders 
adapted for preserving Ink from Evaporation and Dust. Bottles at 3d 
each, convenient for writing from, are prepared, which will enable those 
who may wish to try either of these articles to do so at a small expense 

Prepared by HENKY STEPHENS, the Inventor, 54 Stamford street, 
Blackfriars road, Loudon, and sold by Stationers and Bookesllers. 

N.B. These unchangeable Blue Fluids are Patent Articles, the Public 
are therefore cautioned against imitations, which are Infringements: to 
sell or use which is illegal. 

STEPHENS’ SELECT STEEL PENS. 

The utmost possible care having been bestowed upon the manufacture 
of these articles, so as to procure the highest finish, they can be confi- 
dently recommended both for flexibility and durability. 








YHE NEW LIGHT.—GREAT NOVELTY.—The 
Patent CAMPHINE LAMP gives a light of surpassing power, soft- 
ness, and purity, without any kind of grease or dirt, smoke or smell. The 
lamp is simply and beautifully constructed, and can be fitted to any descrip- 
tion of lamp, pedestal, or gas fitting. It is not easily put out of condition 
The Camphine (also a patent) is 4s. per gallon, and is so pure that if spilt 
on any article of dress or furniture, will not leave either mark or stain, 
while it consumes so slowly that, at the cost of three farthings for two 
hours, it gives a light equal to twelve mould candles, without any attention. 
It will be found far less expensive than any, and incomparably superior to 
all existing light. To be seen burning at RIPPON and BURTON’S 
(sole wholesale and retail agents for EnGuisn’s Parenr CAMPHINE), 
Wells street, Oxford street.—Lamps from 34s. each; Lamp heads (with 
Chimney and Ground Shade)for fitting to any Pedestal, 21s. each if of Brass 
or Plain Glass; 23s. each if of Ground Glass. 

A BRONZED SCROLL FENDER for 15s.— 
Rippon and Burton, 12 Wells street, Oxford street, are now offering the 
most extensive assortment of Fenders in London, embracing every 
possible variety, at prices 30 per cent. under any other house. Iron fen 
ders, 3 feet long, from 4s. 6d.; 3 feet 6, 3d.; 4 feet, 6s.; ditto bronzed, 
3 feet, from 6s.; 3 feet 6, 7s.; 4 feet, &8s.; rich scroll fenders bronzed, from 
15s ; or with steel rod and moulding. from ; polished steel and ormolu 
mounted fenders at proportionate prices. Fire irons for chambers, 1s. 9d. 
per set; ditto steel ditto, from 3s. 6d.; handsome ditto with cut heads, 
6s. 6d.; newest patterns, with elegant bronzed heads, lls. 6d.—Detailed 
catalogues, with engravings, sent (per post) free. 

GUNS. 


GUNS—LONDON PROVED 








Js 


Is. 


=i8 


—A SIN- 


GLE-BARREL GUN, with twisted barre], and patent breech 28s 
A ditto ditto, London proved .. Zs ; ; 356 
A double-barrel Gun, with twisted barrel and patent breech 58s. 
A ditto ditto, London proved .. . os 65a. 


A single-barrel Gun, 18s., usually charged two guineas. 
Single Guns, to 6/. 10s. ; double ditto, to 15/. 
litherto there has been no certain way of obtaining a good gun without 
paying an extravagant price. Guns sold at low prices have been made by 
those with whom quality has not been so much a consideration as the pro- 
duction of ashowy cheap article, which has generally proved worthless, if 
not dangerous. ‘This has led Rippon and Burton to engage persons of 
known ability and great experience in the manufacture of guns, and they 
now solicit sportsmen to inspect their extensive assortment.—Mahogany 
vases, fitted with cleaning tackle, shot pouch, powder flask, &c., in great 
variety.—12 Wells street, Oxford street. (Established 1820.) 
APPOPLEXY PREVENTED. 
I ETERMINATION of Blood to the Head, Apoplexy , 
&c., effectually prevented by the occasional use of “Frampton's Pill 
of Health,” which by strengthening the action of the stomach, and pro- 
moting a healthy and regular digestion of the food, prevents a recurrence 
of those symptoms of this alarming disorder, giddiness, oppression of the 
brain, singing noise in the ear, headache, &c. They are an excellent ape- 
rient, without griping or prostration of strength, create appetite, relieve 
langour, and invigorate the spirits, while to the free liver or sedentary they 
offer advantages that will not fail to be appreciated. Sold by Thomas 
Prout, 229 Strand, seventh house from Temple bar. Price ls.14d. per box 
GOUT AND RUEUMATISM. 
MONG the many discoveries that characterize the 
eventful age in which we live, nothing has contributed so much to 
the comfort and ease of the community, nor conferred such a boon upon 
suffering humanity, as that important discovery, and never-failing remedy 
the Gout and Rheumatism, “ Blair’s Gout and Rheumatic Pills,” on the 
immense advantages of which are testified by the approval and recom- 
mendation of many of the greatest men of our day, They are for Gout 
and Rheumatism, in all its various forms, including sciatica, lumbago, paid 
in the face (frequently treated as tooth-ache), &c.; and as they contain no 
mercury, nor other dangerous medicine, will require neither confinement nor 
attention of any kind, and invariably prevent the disease attacking the 
stomach or head. Sold by Thomas Prout, 229 Strand, London, seventh 
house from Temple bar; and by most medicine yenders in the kingdow, 





past Six o’Clock, 


Price 2s, 9d. per box. 
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PATRONIZED BY HER MAJESTY, 

HL R. H. PRINCE ALBERT, THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
AND THE SEVERAL COURTS OF EUROPE. 

-ROWLAND’S MACASSAR OIL. 


This elegant, fragrant, and pellucid oil, in its preservative, restorative, 





| 


| 


aud beautifying qualities, is unequalled over the whole world. It preserves | 


aud reproduces the hair, prevents it from turning grey, or if so changed, 
restores it to its original colour ; frees it from scurf and impurity, and ren- 
ders it soft, silky, curly, and glossy. 

CAUTION.—Each genuine bottle has the words “ROWLAND’'S 
MACASSAR OIL,” engraved in two lines, on the wrapper, and on the 
back of the wrapper nearly 1,500 times, containing 29,028 letters—without 
this none are genuine. 


Y ORK and LONDON LIFE ASSURANCE COM. 
PANY, Jing William street, London. 
Empowered by Act of Parliament. 
Georce Freverick Youna, Esq. Chairman. 
Marrnew Forster, Esq. M.P. Deputy Chairman. 

The superiority of the system of Assurance adopted by this Company, 
will be found in the fact that the premium required by a bonus office to 
assure 1,000/. on the life of a person in the 20th year of his age would in 
this office insure 1,291/. 7s. 6d. 

Assurances at other ages. are effected on equally favourable terms, and 
thus the assured has an immediate bonus, instead of a chance dependent 
upon longevity and the profits of an office. In cases of assurance for a 


| limited number of years, the advantages offered by this Company are still 


Price 3s. 6d.; 7s.; family bottles (equal to four small), 10s. 6d.; anddouble | 
| assurances. 


that size, 21s. per bottle. 


RGWLAND’S KALYDOR 
Pleasingly dissipates all Pimples, Spots, Blotches, Redness, ‘Tan, Freckles, 
and other Defects of the Skin. Gentlemen will find it peculiarly grateful 
after shaving in allaying the irritation of the skin. 

Price 4s, 6d. and 8s. 6d. per bottle, duty included. 


ROWLAND’'S ODONTO, OR PEARL DENTIFRICE. 

A fragrant white powder. It eradicates Tartar and decayed Spots from 
the Teeth, polishes and preserves the enamel, to which it imparts a pearl- 
like whiteness, fixes the Teeth firmly in the gums, and imparts sweetness 
and perfume to the breath. 

Price 2s, 9d. per box, duty included. 
CAUTION. 

Spurious imitations are frequently offered for sale under a Fictitious 

Name or the word “ Genuine.” It is therefore imperative on purchasers 


to see that the word “ROWLAND’s” is on the wrappers. The Proprie- 


tor’s siguature is also engraved on the Government Stamp, thus 
A. ROWLAND & SON, 20 HATTON GARDEN, 
and affixed to the KALYDOR and ODONTO. 
*.* All others are FRAUDULENT COUNTERFEITS. 
N.B.—The principle on which each article is prepared is confined solely 
to the knowledge and practice of A. RowLanp & Son, 20 Hatton GARDEN, 


Lonpoy,—the amalgamation of their purely vegetable materials neutralizes | 


all attempts to separate their component parts, and thus proves the impo- 

sition of all other articles bearing the same names. 

The genuine preparations are sold by the Proprietors, and by Chemists 
and Perfumers. 





15 per Cent, Discount for Cash to Shippers, Captains, and Emigrants. 
QGILVER SUPERSEDED, and those corrosive and in- 
b jurious metals, called Nickel and German Silver, supplanted by the 
introduction of a new and perfectly matchless ALBATA PLATE. 

C. WATSON, 41 and 42 BARBICAN, and 16 NORTON FOLGATE, 
aided by a person of science in the amalgamation of Metals, has succeeded 


iu bringing to public notice the most beautiful article ever yet offered; | 
possessing all the-richness of Silver in appearance, with all its durability | 
and harduess—with its perfect sweetness in use—undergoing, as it does, | 
a Chemical Process, by which all that is nauseous in Mixed Metals is | 


entirely extracted—resisting all Acids, may be cleaned as Silver, and is 
Menufaetured into every Article for the Table aud Sideboard. 


Plain. Threaded. King’s. 
Table Spoons and Forks : l6s. 6d. 30s. 0d. 35s. Os, 
Dessert Ditto Ditto. . . 12°6 25 0 30°00 
Tea Spoons : ° . ° 5 6 13 6 13 6 
Salt Ditto . ° ° ° ° ° 6 0 12 6 12 6 
Fish Kuives : > , 5 6eachl2 6 12 6 
Sauce Ladies. : ‘ : . 3 6pair 7 6 7 6 
Gravy Spoons . ‘ 3 6each 7 6 7 6 


C, WATSON begs the Public will understand that this Metal is pecu- | 


liarly his own, and that silver is not more different from gold than his 
Metal is from all others—on its intrinsic merit alone he wishes it to be 
tested, and from the daily increasing eulogiums he receives, he is convinced 
that nothing can prevent its becoming an article of universal wear. 

C. WATSON’S handsomely ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE and 
PRICE CURRENT, is just published, and Families who regard economy 
and elegance, should possess themselves of this useful Book, which may be 
had Gratis, and Post Free from the above Address. F 

Foreign Orders promptly executed to any extent. 

THREE PAPIER MACHE TEA TRAYS, 35s.; a sect of three 
Gothic-shape ditto (including the largest size), for 35s.; three Gothic- 
shape japanned ditto, 25s.; three sandwich-shape ditto, 15s.; and every 
article in Furnishing Hardware unusually low; quality here is the primary 
consideration, hence their pilaheomneted f 


greater, no part of the profits of a bonus office being ever allotted to such 


Prospectuses, containing tables framed to meet the circumstances of all 


| who desire to provide for themselves or those who may survive them by 
' assurance, either of fixed sums or annuities, may be had at the office as 


| above, or of the agents. 


success for fifty years, and their 


present celebrity, as the best and most extensive Furnishing Warehouses 


in London. 


TABLE KNIVES, ivory handles, warranted, 11s. per doz.; Desserts 


%s.; Carvers, 4s. per pair; a most extensive stock to select from, with 
balance handles, at 55s., 60s., and 70s., the long set of fifty pieces; white 


bone and other handles, 8s, to 15s. the twenty-four piece#: stag-handled | 
carvers, 5s. 6d. per pair. The establishments of C. Watson have ranked ee 

} e lich 
is marked with his name and address, and subject to exchange if not | 


eminent for fifty years for their superior Table Cutlery, the whole of w 


approved of. 


_ SOLAR and CANDLE LAMPS.—A Solar Lamp to burn common oil | 


without smoke or smell, 22s, 6d.; a Palmer’s Patent Candle Lamp, to give 
the light of two mould candles, plated, and with glass shade, 9s.; Hot 
Water Dishes for venison, beefsteak, or stews; a Set of Six London-made 


Patent Dish Covers, 18s. 9d; Fenders, 3 ft. 6s. ; 3 ft. 6 in. 7s. ; 
3 ft. 6s.; 5 ft. 6 in. 8s. 
every article in Furnishing Hardware unusually low. 


‘ if bronzed, 
Fire Irons, 5s. 6d.; Coal Scuttles, Tea Kettles,and | 


FRUIT DESSERT KNIVES, with FRENCH FORKS, of C. WAT- 
SONS NEW ALABATA PLATE (which is so rapidly superseding sil- 


ver), in sets of twenty-four pieces, with ivory handles, 45s.; carved ivory | 


handles, 50s.; Albert-pattern handles, 50s.; if in mahogany cases, 16s. 
extra, C. W. begs the public to understand this Metal is peculiarly his 


own, and is manufactured into every article for the Table and Sideboard 
Plated and Silver Goods in every variety. 
promptly executed. 


Export and wholesale orders 


To Families and New-married Couples, and indeed to all who study 


economy, combined with usefulness and elegance, the possession of his 


Catalogue will prove invaluable, and is sent to all parts of the Kingdon 
Gratis, and Post Free, on application at his Warel 
bican, or 16 Norton Folgate. 


i 


iouses, 41 and 42 Bar- 


JOHN REDDISH, Sec. 


A USTRALASIAN COLONIAL and GENERAL 

LIFE ASSURANCE and ANNUITY COMPANY. 

Capital £200,000—in 2,000 Shares. 
DIRLCTORS. 

Gideon Colyuhon, sy. 
C.K. Mangles, Esy. 
Richard Onslow, Esq 
William Walker, Esq. 


i. Barnard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Robert Brooks, Esq. 
Henry Buckle, Esq. 
John Henry Capper, Esq. 
SOLICITORS. 
Messrs. Maples, Pearse, Stevens, aud Maples. 
BANKERS. 
The Union Bank of Loudon, 
} COLONIAL BANKERS, 
Bauk of Australasia (incorporated by Royal Charter, 1855), 
2 Moorgate strect. 
PHYSICIAN, 
Patrick Fraser, Esq. M.D. 62 Guilford street. 
SECRETARY. 
Edward Ryley, Esy. 


| The following are specimens of the low rates of Premium for the Assu- 
rance of 1002 charged by this Company. 


Age | 


Annual Premiums. 


20 - . ° l 10 4 
30 © ° . » 7 uO 
410 : - : | 3 15 4 
0 - . - | t i 8 
j 3 y | 


00 - - ° } t 
To Emigrants to the Australasian Colonies, assured for the whole of life, 

the Company offers the permission to proceed to aud reside in any of 

those Colonies without extra Premium, and to pey their Premiums there. 

For Residence in New Zealand a moderate extra Premium is charged. 

| To all Persons, the Company offers the advantages of thie guarantee of 
an ample subscribed Capital,—of permission to retain one-third of the 
Premium in their own hands (the portion so retained, with interest upou 
it, being deducted from the Policy when it becomes a claim ),—of Ascend- 
ing, Descendiug, and other Scales of Premiums, and of participation in 
Profits. 

Prospectuses and full Particulars may be had at the Offices of the Com- 
| pany, No. 126 Bishopsgate street, City. 


AYLIGHT AT NIGHT! CAMPHINE!!—The 
PATENT CAMPHINE LAMP gives a rich light, surpassing Gas 
in pureness and brilliancy, is simple in construction, and emits neither 
smoke or smell. May be seen burning at F. Barnett’s Furnishing Iron- 
mongery and Lamp Warehouse, 25 Oxford street, where al arge assortment 
may be selected from, all at the lowest possible prices. Any Lamp Pillar 
may be fitted with a Camphine head. Patent Camphine Lamp, Spirit 3s. 8d. 
per Gallon. N. B.—25 Oxford street, one door west of Rathbone place. 
PATENT ENAMELLED KITCHEN WARE is the 
most durable and cleanly article ever introduced, stands the test of any 
acid, never requires repairing, and is strongly recommended for chemical 
purposes. Saucepans, from ls. 6d.; Stew pans, from 2s. ; Tea kettles, Pre- 
serving pans, Frying pans, Gridirons, &c. &c. full twenty per cent. under 
any other house. Catalogues sent in answer to a post-paid application. 
HALL LAMPS, IIs. 6d.; ground glass Patent Solar 
Lamps, from 2s. 6d.; Palmer's Patent Candle Lamps, from 5s, A 
most elegant assortment of Table, Bracket, Sideboard, and Suspending 
Lamps, in ormulu and bronze, at extraordinary low prices. Lamps cleaned 
| or altered to the Solar principle; Lamp shades, 5s.; Cottons, 4d. per doz.; 
Palmer’s Patent Candles, 8d. per Ib. 
ELIOS STOVE, price 35s. will warm a Room 20 feet 
| square at the cost of 24d. per diem.; is peculiarly agreeable and whole- 
some, and well adapted for Sitting or Sleeping rooms, Conservatories, or 


Shops. Drawings and Catalogues of prices sent in answer to post-paid 
applications. Country orders are requested to contain either remittance, 


or areference in Town. 

From 183s.—GUNS and RIFLES, London Govern- 
| ment proved.—A large assortment of Spanish-ribbed Twist Single and 
| Double-barrelled Fowling Pieces, of superior manufacture and finish; 
| some Rifles by the very best makers Pistols, shot-belts, Powder-flasks, 
&c., at least 30 per cent. cheaper than Londoa Makers’ exhorbitaut 
| charges. 

F. BARNETT, 25 Oxford street, one door west of Rathbone place. 
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